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Grand- 


Save up to 50% during the grand opening 
of our new 13,000 sq.ft. furniture showroom. 


Sale starts November 3rd and ends December 3rd. 


Bigger Showroom. Greater Savings and Selection! 


The Valley’s Natural, Bigger and Better, Choice for Furniture and Savings. 


: The Valley’s Natural oh 


Furniture 


OF NORTHAMPTON 


Delivery - Financing - Credit Cards - New Location! 
139 King Street, Northampton ¢ 413-586-7970 « 1-800-801-7970 
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Service-is our 
Product 


.. along with Competitive Prices and Top Quality. 
Electronic Prepress + Scanning + Hi-Res Output Dig. proofing + Separations 
Retouching * Camera Work Negatives + Fuji Color Art Proofs 


No matter what your needs in electronic prepress or even traditional graphics processes, camera work, or stripping, Al has you covered. 
Our graphics and prepress professionals have experience in every phase of graphic arts production. Bring us your toughest job. Problem 
solving is our specialty. Al uses only state-of-the art equipment to make sure you get the very best results in the fastest time possible. 
From imagesetter output, negatives, to press-quality color proofs made on actual printing stock, Al Electronic Prepress does it all. 


up to 22” X 26” output size 


Call Toll-Free for free Pickup or drop box locations in 
Northampton or Amherst 

1-800-468-5235 

In the Local Springfield Calling Area: 

413-525-7522 * Fax 413-525-8762 

44 Baldwin Street, P.O. Box 811 

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01028-0811 


GRAPHICS 24 Hour BBS (413) 525-9219 * 9600 baud N-8-1 


We give you 4,000 different reasons to shop here for wine. 


‘The best selection, the best prices, the best advice. 
Big Y Wines, the world’s greatest wine store is in your backyard. 


Bic Y WINES 150 North King Street, Northampton (443) 684-7775 
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5 On the Cover 


“Superman,” from Jimmy Olsen #133, Oct. 1970, by Jack Kirby (inked by Tim and Greg Hildebrant). 
Kirby, a well-known superhero and villain comics artist, drew Superman for DC Comics over 30 years 

after the character was created. The Northampton Comic Book Show is November 11 and 12 at the Inn 
at Northampton (see our Positively Real story, pp 7 — 9). (cover art courtesy of the Words and Pictures 
Museum in Northampton) 
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The Optimist 
Our Mission 


We believe the Valley is a unique place where optimistic people have created a 
deep sense of community. Our mission is to reflect the spirit of the community 
through a positive editorial focus. 


The Optimist is delivered free to over 350 locations throughout the Pioneer Valley. For advertising 
information, please call 413-586-7070. Direct all calendar listings to: 
OPTIMIST CALENDARS13 OLD SOUTH ST + .NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 


MEDIA HOUND! 
Homey, resident dog at the 
Optimist, wants your 
classified ad for his 
expanding PETS section. 
Selling, buying or adopting a 


pet? Are you in the Kennel 
business? Do you sell pet 
eupplien? ry yes, then call Homey in the Classifieds 
Department to place your line or small display ad. 
15% off your first ad! 


586-7070 


Our Friends 


All-over 
Northampton, 
MA 01060 


Love, 
Spoons, Teresa, Ellen, Kim, Joe, Geoff 
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Pre-Owned 


VOLVOS 


‘94 940 SEDAN - 1 owner, Low miles, #9420A 
Sold and serviced here. Free maintenance plan to 50,000 miles, Teal 
‘94 940 WAGON - Program Car, 19k #P402 

Bluegreen, many extras 

*94 960 SEDAN - Program Car, 19k #P408 

Top ‘O The Line! Blue, Tan int.. On our showroom floor. 

*93 850 GLT - 1 owner, Low miles #8702A 

Arctic White, Many Extras! 

‘93 240 SEDAN - | owner, Low miles #P466 

Rare manual transmission, So perfect it's on our showroom floor! 

‘94 740 TURBO WAGON - Automatic #P479 

Silver, black leather interior, low miles, 3rd seat. 

Hard to find model in perfect condition. 


7 
‘94 240 WAGON - Automatic, 1 owner #8621A 
Serviced here, perfect maintenance history, reasonably priced 
‘91 240 SEDAN - Automatic, #P407A 
Very low miles, Close to perfect condition, Long Term Warrantee 
Included. 
‘91 240 WAGON - Aufomatic, #P439 
Lots of extras on this’silver beauty, Aggressively priced with financing 
available. y 
‘91 740 TURBO WAGON - Automatic, #8718A 
1 Owner, perfect maintenance, has desirable 3rd seat 
‘90 240 WAGON= Rare Sspeed, #P476 
1 Owner, cosmetically and mechanically perfect. Hurry, will not last 
long! 
‘90 740 GL WAGON - Sun Roof & More, #8720A 
1 Owner, perfect maintenance, Bluegreen, Beige interior, Special 
Price $9,995 


Others incoming this month. Visit us soon for the best selection. 
We are the pre-owned VOLVO center of Western 
Massachusetts and Northern Connecticut. 
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EXTREME. 


MT. VOLVO 


_SKI FREE 


*BUY OR \dillington 
LEASE A NEW 
1996 —_ Mount Snow 


AND 
GET2FREE| aystack 
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SEASON LIFT | 4dsvsaroaf/usa 
TICKETS 
TO: | (Waterville Valley 


*Offer Available Oct 1, 1995 — Mar 31, 1996, 


434 Memorial Avenue, West 
Springfield, MA 
785-1631 
Open Mon.-Thurs. 8-8, Fri. 
8-5, Sat. 9-4, Sun, 12-4 


WELCOMES THE FABULOUS BROADWAY SMASH 


W RN se a) siGnNG DA\CNG! wes 
ee Gain 


eS ec a eon ie gyinehony dll ier 24th 1996 .Hileut the ene 
ENTRY FORM ie a : Ps r 


UMASS / Dayton Basketball game at the Mullins Center 
Saturday, January 6th 1996 


Deposit at Fathers & Sons 


iJ 1 

H H form for your chance to win the Grand Prize of: 

H Name: - A dinner for two, a limousine ride to & from dinner & the show, 
: i - Golden Circle tickets to this great show, be a guest of honor at 
i peideess: ra : the post show celebration in the Mahogany Room at 

4 City: Zip: f - Symphony Hall. The runner-up will receive 2 floor seats to the 

1 1 

Re a 


434 Memorial Avenue,/ Fathers O Sons Open Mon.-Thurs. 
West Springfield, MA» 8-8, Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-4, 


785-1631 / 1-800-446-1981 Sun. 12-4 
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Invasion of the Comics Collectors 


Have a four-color adventure 
at the Northampton Comic 
Book Show 


by Peter Crone 


e prepared for alien invaders, powerful heroes from 
B= worlds, costumed avengers dedicated to pro- 

tecting the weak. .. and don’t forget those mutated tur- 
tles, What? Halloween was last week, you say? Of course. 

This weekend, November 11 and 12, the first Northampton 
Comic Book Show comes to the Inn at Northampton. Theshow 
gives the public a chance to meet comic book creators, as well as 
spend their life’s savings at dealers’ booths, The show will be the 
only place for truly dedicated comics aficionados to spend their 
weekend. 

Bob Mankus, owner of Bob's Hobbies and Collectibles in 
Northampton, is a co-sponsor of the show. He says, “We're hop- 
ing to hold one of these semi-annually, but that depends on the 
fan response, . . In Western Massachusetts, people have never seen 
aNew York- or Philadelphia-style comics show. With all the local 
talent we have, and adding some national names, we thought 
we'd put on a decent show for the fans.’ 

The Wordsand Pictures Museum in Northampton is the other 


Comic-industry 
talent Joe Jusko is 
looking forward to 
his appearance in 

Northampton. “it will 
give me someone to 
talk to other than my 
ZAI | | WN cats,” he says. 


the individual artists. 


All copyrights are h 


sponsor for the convention, The museum features original pieces 
of comics art, ranging from full-size paintings to pencil sketches 
to the final artwork seen in the pages of an actual comic book. 
Curator Fiona Russell explains the appeal ofa smaller comicbook 
convention. “Once artists who were in the area saw that there is 
a show and found out who's coming, and that they'll have an 
opportunity to do more than just sign autographs, they started 
to call us... Given that Northampton has such a wonderful and 
supportive audience for the arts, and that the museum was so 
well received, it seemed an obvious location for a convention.” 


SUPERPOWER LINEUP 

Appearing at the show are comic-industry talents Joe Jusko, 
Berni Wrightson, and Stephen Bissette, as well as some yet-to- 
be-named special guests, There will also be several up-and-com- 
ing writers and illustrators appearing both days of the show. 

Jusko won the 1995 Golden Lion award from the Burroughs’ 
Bibliophiles, a group dedicated to the memory of Tarzan creator 
Edgar Rice Burroughs and his works, for painting two series of 
trading cards based on Tarzan and John Carter on Mars, The 
x . Words and Pictures exhibition will feature some paintings from 
(@9) RIGH TOO e) this series. 
‘. Oflate, Jusko has been spending most of his time in the stu 
Berni Wrightson’s cover for House of Secrets #103 dio painting a Superman Elpowortds card series for DC Comics 


THE SQUIRES’ 


SMOKE AND GAME CLUB 


| HATE SMALL 'TOWNS BECAUSE ONCE YOU'VE SEEN THE 
CANNON IN THE PARK THERE'S NOTHING ELSE-TO DO. 


Lenny Bruce 


Ah...Lenny, you never visited Northampton. 


There are 91 great restaurants in our small town... 
and one very special place on the Mill River 
just outside of town. 


The Squires’ Smoke and Game Club, 


where we grill and smoke over a wood-burning fire, 
offer selections from a fine, hand-picked wine list, 


and take reservations. 
(although you might want to wait a few minutes next to the fireplace.) 


And Len ny, we take our pleasure very seriously here at the Squires’, 
we think you would have liked us. 


located six miles west of Northampton on route 9. 
open for dinner Wednesday through Sunday at 5:00 pm 
call for reservations 413.268.7222 


NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER. 


RF beh ee ae ~ 
The Swamp Thing cometh: Stephen Bissette’s most renowned quagmire creation 


and Skybox. “Elseworlds is a series in which a DC 
Comics character is thrust into times and settings 
other than the ones the public is used to them being 
in,” he says. 

One Elseworlds tale tells the story of the Rocket 
from Krypton crashing in front of the as-yet-child- 
less Wayne family of Gotham City. You know, that 
Wayne family. Following the obvious turn of events, 
when his parents are murdered, young Clark Wayne 
vows vengeance — and so begins the birth of the 
Batman. This Batman happens to have all of those 
super-powers on top of the usual detective skills, 


*s are held by the individual artists, 


publisher from Marlboro, Vt,, is also best known for 
his work on Swamp Thing, He became the illustrator 
for the comic about ten years after its creation, lead- 
ing to the resurgence of the title in the '80s, Bissette is 
also well known for Tyrantas well as Taboo, his con- 
troversial anthology of adult horror comics, At the 
show, Bissette will present his slideshow/lecture “Journey 
Into Fear,’a comprehensive history of horror comics, 

“I present the issue by giving the audience a quick 
history of the horror comic, induding the works of 
many artists revered in our culture,” he says. Beginning 
with the “Hungry Ghost” scrolls from 12th-century 


“Horror embraces awe and wonder, as 
well as fear and dread,” says Stephen 


Bissette, anti-censorship speaker and 
illustrator of Swamp Thing. 


Jusko says he is looking forward to his appearance 
in Northampton because he'll be able to get out ofthe 
studio, and says, “it will give me someone to talk to 
other than my cats.” 

Berni Wrightson is best known as the co-creator 
of DC Comics’ Swamp Thing along with writer Len 
Wein. Wrightson's influential illustrations have also 
been seen in House of Secrets, Hellraiser, andin abeau- 
tifully illustrated version of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. 
Wrightson’s work can currently be seen on the cov- 
ers of Dark Horse Comics’ Aliens: Tribes and Dark 
Horse Presents: Aliens. 

Jusko and Wrightson will have works on display at 
the Words and Pictures Museum, for which show 
attenders will get a free admission pass, 

Stephen Bissette, an artist, author, illustrator, and 


Japan and the “Codex Nuttall” from 15th-century 
Mexico, Bissette traces the roots of picture-based hor- 
ror stories. “I show where the genre comes from, how 
it developed into its modern form.” 


SEE NO EVIL... 


With horror comics comes the issue of comics cen- 
sorship. Bissette will presenta segment about Senator 
Estes Kefauver (a Democrat from Tennessee) and his 
subcommittee, which, according to Bissette, “brought 
an art form to its knees” in the ’50s. The work of this 
committee led to the creation of the Comics Code 
Authority, whose seal of approval was deemed nec- 
essary for the printing of any comic released by DC 
or Marvel, the major publishers of the time. The CCA 
set policies such as“No authority figure will be shown 
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or Marvel, the major publishers of the time. The CCA 
set policies such as “No authority figure will beshown 
ina bad light,’ ie., no corrupt politicians, and “sexu- 
al organswill not be displayed,” hence Superman and 
Batman having jockey shorts as squared off as their 
jaws throughout the 50s and ’60s, 

Bissette hopes to open the public’s eyes to the width 
of horror. “Horror embraces awe and wonder, as well 
as fear and dread,” Bissette says, citing the Dick Tracy 
comic strip’s grotesque villains and violence and Art 
Speigleman’s Maus as examples of horror. “Maus is 
a graphic depiction of the Holocaust. If that doesn’t 
count as horror, I don't know what does.” 

Yet Bissette does notaim to appeal only to themor- 
bid. “It’s an entertaining talk,” Bissette stresses. “I've 
done upwards of 50 of them in the U.S.and Canada, 
it’s about three hours long, and there haven't been 
any walkouts.” He is quick to warn, however, that 
“there are parts of the presentation which are not for 
the squeamish.” 

Bissette ends the presentation by recapping comics 
censorship events from the past 20 years and the work 
of the The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, a 
Northampton-based non-profit organization that 
protects the First Amendment rights of comics pro- 
fessionals throughout the United States, All proceeds 
from the $3 admission to the presentation will be 
used to support the CBLDF’s work. 

Currently the CBLDF is raising funds for the defense 
in the case against Michael Diana, a Floridaartist who 
by law is not allowed to draw anything that may be 
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deemed “obscene” and whose house will berandomly 
searched in order to confirm that this ruling is being 
met. They are also working with defense lawyers ina 
case against the owners of Planet Comicsin Oklahoma 
City. The store was raided in September 1995 by the 
Vice Squad, acting on an anonymous complaint, and 
the two men face up to 43 years in jail and $50,000 
in fines for selling comics of an adult nature, 

Susan Alston, executive director of the CBLDF, 
says the organization has raised $200,000 in the past 
five years to defend several comic book censorship 
cases.“These cases are dangerous because in the states 
where the prosecution wins, precedents are set against 
the publishers and retailers.” 

While there are those who object to certain sub- 
ject matter, comic art is claiming its rightful place as 
atrueart form. Russell hopes the show will draw peo- 
pleinto the museum so they can “see the illustrations 
displayed as an art form apart from their usual con- 
text. .. [think [the show includes] the best of the best, 
and hopefully, as time goes on, we'll get even bigger.” 

The Northampton Comic Book Show will be held 
at the Inn at Northampton Saturday and Sunday, 
November 11 and 12, from 10 am — 4 pm. The $5 
admission includes access to the show and vendors’ 
booths and a chance to attend the festivities Saturday 
night (including a concert by the comics-influenced 
band Gumhead), as well as a free pass to Words and 
Pictures. Steve Bissette’s “Journey Into Fear” is present- 
ed on Saturday only, and the admission is $3 to bene- 
fit the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. 


@, a y 
a Electric Breakfas 
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The Craftsman 


Inspired by the Arts & Crafts 
Movement in American furniture 
design, the Craftsman is a truly beau 
tiful frame, Massive hardwood poses 
and curved arm e Cherry 
stained and then coated ha satin 
lacquer. Every detail is ly fin 
ished (even the slots are stained and 
Incquered) and wooden buttons con. 
ceal the hardware on the end caps. 
‘This frame is built like a rock to stand 
up to decades of use. 


Full $399 Queen $429 


Free Delivery! 


24 State Street + 


S! 


YOU can feel great! 
Therapeutic massage relaxes, 
soothes and energizes 


JANICE DUNLOP 
Licensed Massage & Neuromuscular 
Therapist. For information or an 

appointment call: 


(413) 256-1046 


r 


Freddy Wants YOU 


To Get Out Of Line! 


The next time you plan to dine with us, 
CALL AHEAD and we'll tell you how soon your 
table will be ready. Then, when you arrive, you won't 
have to wait to be seated. Freddy just made going out 
to eat a whole lot more enjoyable. 


aren 


spaghetti 


AT THE DEPOT, 125A Pleasant Street 
Downtown Northampton (413) 586-5366 


| NOW... Win A $10 “Get Out Of Line” Gift Certificate! 
To enter mail this form to "The Optimist", 13 Old South St., Northampton, 
| MA 01060. Gift Certificates awarded to the first (50) entries only. 


Phone 


| Name 


Solid 
Cherry 
Tables 


Tung oil finish, 
indoor/outdoor, 


starting at $99 


aaah NIGHT | 


Fantastic fatous. Fantastic prices. 


Northampton + 413-586-1464 + FREE DELIVERY 


Joeff Davis 


LOC AISNE 


Law and (Dis)order 


hile the O.J. epoch set off a 
W chorus of voices calling for 
“change” in our legal system, 


a challenge to the First Amendment may 
have been set in motion while hardly 
anyone was paying attention. 

In the aftermath of the World Trade 
Center bombing and the Oklahoma City 
tragedy, President Clinton has called for 
| broad new counter-terrorism measures, The 


Northampton attorney Bill Newman of the American Civil Liberties Union 


Omnibus Counter-Terrorism Act of 1995 
was first proposed in February with hard- 
ly a peep from the press (the Simpson trial 
had begun), and raised again after 
Oklahoma City. The proposed measure 
would, among other things, criminalize any 
support, even financial, that Americans give 
to organizations considered “terrorist” by 
the president. If you're looking for an objec- 
tive definition of a terrorist group, then 
stop. There isn’t any such thing. 
Northampton attorney Bill Newman of 
the American Civil Liberties Union has writ- 
ten widely on legal issues and taken on cases 
ranging from conspiracy indictments to 


YOU’LL FEEL GREAT 
AFTER SOAKING IN A 
HOT TUB AT 


ral 5 on 
GAVE. 
v ee 
ay Ss 


eovcce 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


586-6843 


33 WEST STREET-NORTHAMPTON 


Av) 


* Vision care & exams * Contact lens specialist 
* Eyeglasses, full laboratory 
* Accepting most insurances * Free parking 


“My goal is to provide excellent vision services in a caring manner” 


Corner of Main & South St., Northampton + 584-6616 


F maribeth 4: 


eK) 


mpton, MA 01060 
413 585-0446 


— Maribeth A. Erb, O.D. 
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teenagers whose clothing was banned in 
school. 

Below, he discusses the counter-terror- 
ism bill, the war on crime, and, yes, O.J. 

Optimist: Could Clinton's proposal ever 
become law? 

Newman: The most interesting thing 
about the proposal by President Clinton is 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) said they didn’t want it and didn’t 
need it. The FBI director testified at 
Congressional hearings that the FBI does 
not need more laws, the FBI does not need 
more counter-terrorism legislation, the FBI 
had all the laws and all the penalties they 
could want... the United States has trod 
down a very counter-productive road in 
terms of criminal law. It happens in this 
society all the time, you can see it in the 


Amendment values. 

O: The Simpson trial seemed to have 
prompted calls for “changes” in the criminal 
justice system. What are people looking for? 
Is there a belief that it is too hard to convict? 

Newman: think... the Simpson trial will 
have proven itself an enormous disservice 
to the country and to the criminal justice 
system. What the O.J. case shows is the extra- 
ordinary importance of money and celebri- 
ty. I don’t believe anything went wrong with 
the exception that there’s a public percep- 
tion that he did it, and that he got away with 
murder, and that perception is a problem. 
The reality is that there are almost 3000 peo- 
ple on death row in the United States, most 
of whom are poor, over half of whom are 
people of color, and if they weren't, they 
wouldn’t be there. That’s the reality, That 


“Many judges, I think, will tell you 
that the mandatory minimum 
[sentences for] drugs are unjust, and 
more importantly, from a legislative 
point of view, unwise.” 


newspaper every day. Every time there’s a 
societal problem, it will be solved by crim- 
inalizing some behavior and sending peo- 
ple to prison for a long time. 

O: Would that happen with the Omnibus 
Counter-Terrorism Act? 

Newman: It will not end up resulting in 
the conviction of anyone who would not 
have already been convicted. It will result 
in a dragnet kind of mentality going out 
into law enforcement for this kind of activ- 
ity. Again, you have to look at how the gov- 
ernment really functions, and who the gov- 
ernment was really targeting and investi- 
gating and infiltrating during the 1960s and 
1970s: peace groups, labor organizations, 
Quaker groups! (laughing) That’s what the 
government will do when you expand its 
power. The federal government has an enor- 
mous amount of law enforcement capabil- 
ity now. The notion that you need more of 
it is ridiculous. 

O: Can the act, specifically the part about 
criminalizing financial support for groups 
deemed terrorist by the president, hold up 
legally? Would we actually see this enforced, 
or is it just a “get tough” statement? 

Newman: | hesitate to start predicting 
what would happen. The notion that some- 
one could be convicted of a crime for giv- 
ing money to an organization seems like so 
much of an anathema to what we see as tra- 
ditional American political values that it’s 
mind-boggling. But if you'd told me that 
RICO (the federal Racketeering Influence 
and Corruption Act) would ever be applied 
to political activity, 1 would have thought 
that was impossible, but that’s exactly what 
has happened. Part of the problem with 
Clinton’s bill is that it tramples First 


fact, and the importance of that issue, have 
received a nanosecond of media coverage 
compared to O,]., and that issue is infinite- 
ly more important. We have almost five mil- 
lion Americans involved, as defendants, in 
the'criminal justice system. That fact is infi- 
nitely more important than the OJ. Simpson 
trial. There are a million and a half people 
locked up in prisons and jails in the United 
States. That fact is infinitely more impor- 
tant than the Simpson trial, 

O: War on Crime policies are not set in 
stone, though, What would you say to people 
who believe the war is too costly and destruc- 
tive? 

Newman: The soft underbelly of this 
hideous public policy on crime is the 
expense. The notion that we are spending 
billions and billions every year to lock up 
people who pose no danger I think a lot of 
people would find offensive. We are not 
locking up violent criminals, we're locking 
up drug users. Many judges, I think, will tell 
you that the mandatory minimum [sen- 
tences for] drugs are unjust, and more 
importantly, from a legislative point of view, 
unwise. I think you tell people that they are 
wasting their money and they are perpe- 
trating a hoax. 

O: Has it meant anything different to be 
an ACLU lawyer since the famous George 
Bush comment in 1988 when he accused 
Michael Dukakis of being a card-carrying 
member of the ACLU? 

Newman: Bush’s attack on the ACLU 
caused a nice spike in membership and con- 
tributions. Really, We have a joke in the 
office that says ‘let’s just get Bush back — 
it would be very helpful!’ 

— Ben Geman * 


courtesy of Cyberlore 


Science and 
Technology 


The Poetry of Physics 


hen Stanislavsky and Strasberg defined 

Method acting, the scientific method 
probably wasn’t what they had in mind. 
However, Sharon Glassman, a performance 
artist based in New York, combines the two in 
a sparkling monologue on women and science, 
She performed November 1 at the weekly 
physics colloquium at the University of 
Massachusetts. 

The colloquium was co-sponsored by the 
departments of history, women’s studies, and 
social thought and political economy. Dr. Jen 
‘Traschen, colloquium chair, says that this is the 
first time these departments have cosponsored 
an event with the physics department. Normally 
the physics colloquia are technical talks, but she 
felt this would be a “unique opportunity.” 

Women are severely underrepresented in 
physics at the college level. Out of 38 faculty at 
UMass, only two are women. At Mt. Holyoke, a 
women’s school, all five professors (two part- 
time) are men. And the numbers have remained 
fairly static, according to Dr. Traschen, for the 
past 20 years. 

Thus, an aged, concrete auditorium hosted 
an eclectic audience of roughly 60 for its first 
“Jecture” of performance art. The backstage area 


consisted of a cluttered supply closet, the set a 
blackboard and a sink. Fortunately, Glassman 
is a minimalist 

Glassman’s monologue creates a series of 
encounters between her narrator, an advertis- 
ing copywriter, and Laura Bassi, an 18th-cen- 
tury Italian physicist and the first woman to hold 
a professc 
Bole 


orship in the field (at the University of 


1's narrator gave up on matters 


school after shi 


nur in| 


studyi ve theo: 


The Mutalid King from Cyberlore’s new game gets in your face. 


After all, Newton was just some guy, according 
to the narrator, “who locked himself in his room 
for a month during a snowstorm and discov- 
ered gravity. Easy to do,” she adds, “if you have 
someone else to do your laundry for you.” 

Gradually, however, the narrator’s encounter 
with Bassi leads her into the world of scientific 
discovery again. The path is not always easy. Her 
efforts to read an article about “this element that 
existed for a fraction of asecond.... in Germany,’ 
are frustrated by a nearby café patron barking 
into his cellular phone. But her faith is restored 
when Laura Bassi whips out a magnet to dead- 
en the intrusive patron’s battery. “Physics,” 
remarks Bassi, sweeping out the door, “has sur- 
prisingly useful applications.” 

“I fell into women in science when I fell into 
Laura Bassi,” says Glassman. Her own involve- 
ment with the quantitative world ended with 
trigonometry in high school. But just as Laura 
Bassi sparked her narrator's interest in physical 
phenomena, Glassman hopes her audience, 
through her monologue, will rediscover its own 
natural curiosity toward its surroundings. 

“1d love non-scientists to walk out [of the 
performance] and look up at the sky and think, 
look, there molecules and atoms up there,” says 
Glassman. “Physics, to me, is ultimately a cre- 
ative act, and a very poetic and beautiful way of 
looking at the world.” 

— Catherine Heins 
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computer gaming company Cyberlore. 

Cyberlore employees operate in a space that 
has more in common with a movie studio than 
an office, complete with artists planning game 
visuals with pencil illustrations and sound engi- 
neers laying music over the images. 

And, like all artists and designers, they need 
their freedom. 

“We say, ‘all right, we want you to (xan a 
village. Use your creativity and make it,” say 
Cyberlore Production Manager Joe Sfuttoas 
watching Dubois create the world seen by the 
player of the game. 

“It is almost a dollhouse approach, with a 
base structure that you can plug [different] 
things into,” says Dubois, Cyberlore’s game 
designer, eyes fixed on the screen as he exper- 
iments with the topography of the fantasy 
world, 

About four computers and 20 feet away, 
another member of Cyberlore, this one an illus- 
trator, has put a new twist on the starving artist 
thing: He rejected it and decided to apply his 
talents to making games, “I was interested in 
science fiction and fantasy art. From school, I 
realized that you can’t put bread on the table 
with fantasy art, so I learned computer graph- 
ics,” says Cyberlore Art Director Seth Spaulding. 

The world being created by Dubois, 
Spaulding, and the rest of the Cyberloreans has 
Minton a bit nervous as he watches Dubois tin- 
ker with Entomorph. The PC version of the 
game has been well received in the industry, 
but the version for Macintosh computers has 
yet to be released, and right now Minton is 
holding his breath. 

Within months, the woman known only as 
Scorpia, who's earned a reputation as the tough- 
est reviewer in the business, is set to publish a 
review of Entomorph in an upcoming issue of 
Computer Gaming World magazine. 

“She’s known [for] not pulling any punch- 
es. Anyone who is reviewed by her is nervous,” 
says Minton. 

Cyberlore’s team of nine game producers has 
reason to be wary of taking chances with their 
projects. With a production time of as much 
asa year anda half, the amount of effort packed 
into each project is tremendous. But there is a 
payoff — word has it Scorpia likes the game. 

— Ben Geman 


Media 
Creature Feature 


atha Pollitt must have been tired on 
October 28. 

“Whichever one has more coffee in it,” she 
said, trying to decide whether to order a trendy 
cappuccino or trendier café latté at the Thirsty 
Mind coffee shop in South Hadley. 

Pollitt, an associate editor and bimonthly 
columnist in the Nation magazine, was a cou- 
ple of hours away from reading sections from 
her book Reasonable Creatures: Essays On 
Women and Feminism at Mount Holyoke 
College when she decided on the caffeine. 

Forgive her fatigue. She’s been busy solidi- 
fying her position as one of the left’s most 
admired writers for decades. In the New Yorker, 
the New York Times, and most commonly the 
Nation, Pollitt has provided wry analysis of top- 
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ics ranging from the media to welfare rights to 
the O.J. Simpson trial. 

And while she engages anyone who picks up 
the paperback version of her recent collection 
of essays with a serious stare in the jacket’s close- 
cropped photograph, in person a grin shows 
up even when she fields unwanted questions. 

“Let's not talk about that. I don’t want to talk 
out of school,” she says, laughing, when asked 
about the politics of fellow Nation writers 
Alexander Cockburn and David Corn, 

But Pollitt did concede an allegiance when 
asked about the Nation gang. 

“We find ourselves out on the anti-liberal 
end of life,” she says, referring to Alexander 
Cockburn, writer of the magazine’s “Beat the 
Devil” column. 

She holds up her stance well. In her columns 
and essays in Reasonable Creatures, Pollitt picks 
apart opposing arguments in a tone so dry one 
wonders if she’s even meaning to be funny. 

Case in point: she cuts through a Joe Klein 
Newsweek column on the Oklahoma City 
bombing by showing how Klein blames work- 
ing women for the death of children with his 
criticism that society places its children “in the 
care of strangers.” 

Yet as much as her pieces flow, Pollitt swears 
they do not come out of her head as easily as 
they are consumed. 

“T would say it is a process of desperation 
and ransacking of files and newspapers,” she 
says, describing the biweekly process of writ- 
ing her columns, which she says is inevitably 
precluded by talking on the telephone, clean- 
ing up her desk, and generally just “goofing 
around,” 

Pollitt has has drawn praise for her ability to 
get beyond the idea that so-called women’s 
issues are necessarily distinct from political bat- 
tlegrounds like welfare and class politics. 

“If you can afford a nanny, then day care 
isn’t an issue for you, and if you can pay for an 
abortion, then Medicaid abortion isn’t an issue 
for you, and I think that’s what we've seen,” says 
Pollitt. “Feminism as a broad ideology is 
immensely successful, but the women’s move- 
ment, as activism that is directed toward for- 
warding women’s interests, is a much more 
complicated business, because for one thing 
women don’t have the same interests.” 

Pollitt describes the variety of views at the 
Nation. “Different people at the magazine have 
different ideas. One area where we are not unit- 
ed is in our opinion of Mr. Clinton. There are 
people who believed he was really bad news 
from way before the presidential election, there 
were others who thought, ‘well, he is all we've 
got, let’s see, pressure will be put, he'll respond, 
blah blah blah. Now, I would say the anti- 
Clinton forces have got a lot of confirmation 
for their point of view,’ says Pollitt. 

Pollitt stood before the crowd at Mount 
Holyoke College in a room with a simple podi- 
um, white walls, modern seats, and white pro- 
jector screens. The antiseptic room was fitting 
for her style — when she read from Reasonable 
Creatures, it was with little pomp, as if well 
aware that the material speaks for itself. As in 
a good situation comedy lacking a laugh track, 
the audience knew what worked. 

—BG. 
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when asked if the registry’s dosing would affect Ine Week 
business. “[The registry] is a draw for the general 
area 
One group of people who might stand to gain 
from the proposed abolition: eye doctors. While 
the Weld proposal would eliminate five-year 
REGISTRY license renewals, under the new plan drivers 
would still have to prove they could see well 
OF enough to drive. Weld’s proposal calls for drivers 
MOTOR to mail in results of vision tests, but with no reg- 
istry, drivers would presumably have to look 
VEHICLES elsewhere for a chance to read the small letters. 
Right now, the exam is administered at the reg- 
MONDAY thru FRIDAY Also marked for extinction: the yearly car emis- 
| 825 AM. TO 500 PM. sions tests required by the state. 
CLOSED SATURDAYS iis salen 


The Traprock Peace Center in Deerfield is invit- 
ing people to honor a different kind of veteran 
on Saturday, November 11: veterans of the peace 
Weld orders a hit: the governor wants = ™overnent. 

the registry gone. “Television has had a lot of looking back at 
{World War II], and that was good, but it 


GA lbmmu nity inspired us to look back at the peace movement 


as well,” says Sunny Miller, coordinator of the 


event, referring to events commemorating the 
V lotekook 50-year anniversary of the war’s end this year. 
The center has invited the public to share their 
f y histories in peace activism for an evening. The 
Northamp ton: Does This event, held on Veterans Day, is called “Local True 
Register? Stories,” and among the guests will be David 
Dellinger, one of the Chicago Seven defendants 
hy downsize government? Usually to during the Vietnam War and author of the book 
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vs. Boston University : 
Pregame @ 12:45 
Game Live @ 1:00 


ry s 


i From noon to 12:45 catch 
Julho Miike Wedges Goaghes Show! 


help the private sector. From Yale to Jail, and Deerfield farmers Juanita 
If so, maybe Governor Weld wasn’t looking = y mh gain incu 


dosely enough at the Valley when he proposed, 
on November 1, doing away with the Registry of _ “Living right next door to Wally and Juanita, 
Motor Vehicles as part of his call to reduce the we're inspired continually by the integrity of 
size of state government. their lifestyle,” says Miller. 


Has it occurred to the Weld Administration that Peace veterans begin sharing their stories at 5 
eliminating the supposedly bloated piece of p.m. at the Second Congregational Church in 
bureaucracy might hurt the businesses near the Greenfield. The histories continue through din- 
local offices? ner, prepared by Northfield Mount Hermon stu- 
dents, The special guests will address the audi- 
ence at around 7 p.m. 


Sure, the lines at the registry may be long, but 
how many people have wandered one door over 
from the registry on King Street to go to Taco Anyone planning on attending should call the 
Bell? What better way to ease the pain of renewal — Traprock Peace Center at (413) 773-7427. A din- 
fees than a few burritos? ner donation of $5 —$15 is requested. 


“Tt is conceivable,’ says Alan Gregg, general man- —Jane Freneau 
ager of the Taco Bell adjacent to the registry, 


The gleam is metallic 
like that of an artificial hip, yet brighter 
surreptitious, divine 
A funky imprint on a Zippo lighter 


The outline of your breast beneath a heavy 


sweater 


Wool, not polyester, what could be better 


We’re looking for something a bit more eloquent, and we know you 


Cover Your Extremities. Hats, soft scarves, mittens, gloves, slipper socks, tights and knee-hi's in wool, 
chennille, fleece, cotton and velvet, Styles ranging from sophisticated to snow-boarder. Solids and patterns 
in too many colors to mention. From $5.95 to $29.95, We've got the stuff to keep you covered. 


can do it. If you’re a poet or prose writer, submit your work to 
Literary Optimist, Optimist Publications, 13 Old South St., 
Northampton, MA 01060 or e-mail to optimag@aol.com. 
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100m ‘800m 
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FOOD 
Simply Delicious 


Simply Delicious is a food and 
wine column contributed by the 
chef team at the Lord Jeffery Inn 
and Elijah Boltwood's Tavern. 
who believe that delicious food 
with elegant touches does not 
have to be complicated. This 
weeks suggestion is: 


Caesar Salad 


Our most popular tableside item 
is caesar salad prepared for two. 
We limit our tableside prepara- 
tion to two or more for a couple 
of reasons. First, it would be 
difficult to keep up with it if we 
prepared individual dishes table- 
side, slowing service, so we plate 
single orders in the kitchen. 
Secondly, with the strength of 
the ingredients that go into a 
fresh caesar dressing. it's only 
fair that couples share it! Be- 
sides tableside is meant for ro- 
mance and sharing. 

A good caesar salad offers a 
wonderful balance of flavors. 
Properly made, the diner should 
be able to identify each ingredi- 
ent in equal measure with every 
bite. The order in which the 
ingredients are put into the bowl 
is crucial to this result. Begin 


pepper as an abrasive to help 


grind them into paste. 

freshly squeezed lemon juice to 
counter the strength of the an- 
chovies and continue to make a 
liquid paste. Use a garlic press 
to squeeze fresh cloves of garlic. 
The press keeps the bitter exte- 
rior of the cloves out of the 
bowl. Add a dash of whole grain 
mustard and worcestershire sauce 
and work into the paste. Then 
add an egg yolk and work it in. 
The final step is to add a slow 
steady stream of olive oil while 
using your fork to emulsify the’ 
dressing. It is done when it 
begins to have enough density to 
begin to peak. Toss thoroughly 
dry romaine lettuce and croutons, 
then sprinkle with a healthy por- 
tion of freshly grated parmesan 
cheese. Taste the dressing, close 
your eyes and concentrate on the 
flavors. If any are too strong or 
weak adjust next time. Of course 
the easiest way to enjoy a great 
caesar salad is to come in and let 
us do it for you. 


For a 4x5 file card of this o 
other recipes, or for dining 
information, please call The 
Lord Jeffery Inn at 253-2576. 


Pearl Street 
tf-00pm 


timist 
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Join Us for a Great Night 
for a Great Cause! 


Pick up your Free T-Shirt when you purchase your ticket! 
Tickets: only $10, available at participating clubs. 


Special 
Qhe area's forest cucsne Features 


nea formal selling. Light Fare 
Fruit & Cheese Board 
Spinach & Crab 
od Stuffed Mushrooms 
Early Entrees Lemon & Dill Cured Salmon 
$7.95 featuring Mesquite Grilled Shrimp 
Roast Beel Au Jus od 


and more... 
* Salads 
Garden & Caesar Salads 
Caesar Salad with 
Grilled Chicken or 
Grilled Shrimp 
Marinated Vegetable Salad 
- 


Sandwiches 
Blue Cheese & Bacon Burger 
Smoked Turkey Club 
Grilled Veggie Baguette 
Grilled Breast of Chicken 
+ 


Sunday Brunch 
Buffet 


Inn Made Lemon & 

Dill Cured Salmon 
Mesquite Grilled Shrimp 
Fruit & Cheese Platter 
Baked Stuffed Mushroom Caps 
Curried Crab Fromage 


+ 
or Soo 
Caesar Salad 
Roast Chateaubriand 


Roast Rack of Lamb 
Bananas Flambe 


oie 
Nain 
Braised Tenderloin of Pork Pernod 
Baked Stuffed Eggplant 

Veal Madeira 
Grilled Garlic & Herb NY Sirloin 

Chicken Dijon 

Grilled Salmon Fillet 
Shrimp & Scallop Suzanne 
> 


Over 100 
Domestic & 
Imported Wines 
many available 
by the glass 


Micro Brewed 
Beers 


Full Selection of 
Port, Sherry & 
Madiera 


A dozen Single 
Malt Scotches Main Courses 
Chicken Pot Pie 
Olde English Fish & Chips 
Pan Fried Catfish 
Cran-Orange Glazed Chicken ]f 
Baked Scallops Au Gratin 
Grilled London Broil 


48 Guest Rooms 
Weddings 
Conferences 
Banquets 
Reunions 
30 Boltwood Ave. 
Amherst, MA 01002 


Prices $4.95 - $24.00 K 
(413)253-2576 Prices $1.95-$12.95 5) 
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by George Miller 
he disappoint: 
persists even to 


zl it’s been eas by the recent 
Midnight Madness a he promise of 
the new basketball 1, while others 
will have to wait for the opening tipoff of 
the game with Kentucky on November 28 
to finally put it to rest. But the disap- 
pointment UMass fans experienced at the 
end of the 1994 — 95 season was of a much 
different quality from what they had felt 
at the end of the previous year, when the 
Minutemen were regarded by many as an 
underachieving team that couldn’t han- 


dle the big occasion at the end of the sea- 
son. Last March, UMass ripped through 


its first three NCAA tournament games 
with relative and expected ease before 
being exposed by an Oklahoma State out- 
fit which John Calipari characterized as 
“20 points better than any team we played 
this year.” There was no “underachiever” 
tag in 1995; instead we saw a team that 
maxed itself out and did everything it 
could possibly do before bowing to true 
championship-quality opposition. 

This week the Minutemen get their first 
game test of the new year, when the touring 
Russian team Dynamo Novosibirsk comes to 
the Mullins Center, and they'll also partici- 
pate in the year’s first big media event, the 
Atlantic-10 Conference's annual Media Day 


in Philadelphia. It’s expected that UMass will — 
be tabbed for first place in the conference’s” 


new Eastern Division, also populated by 
Temple, St. Bonaventure, St. Joseph's, Rhode 
Island, and newcomer Fordham. In the West, 
another new arrival, defending NIT cham- 
pion Virginia Tech, should battle it out with 
George Washington for the top spot, with 
Xavier of Ohio not far behind; LaSalle, 
Duquesne, and Dayton are the trailers in this 
group. Meanwhile, old friends Rutgers and 
West Virginia will explore the nether regions 
of their new home, the Big East. 

There’s little doubt that the expanded A- 
10 (A-12?) has improved its geographical 


Tech is by far 
rs, with all five 


Among the familiar names, John Chaney's 
Temple Ow!s will go as far as their rock-solid 
defense will take them; George Washington, 
which has lately struck more fear into the 
hearts of UMass fans than any other oppo- 
nent, only plays the Minutemen once, and 
that’s at Mullins; St. Joseph’s lost head coach 
and former bond trader John Griffin, who 
traded in the sidelines for his old Wall Street 
haunts; St. Bonaventure lost some of the key 
weapons that finally made the,Bonnies so 
competitive last séason, and Rhode Island 
and Duquesne will “grow up together” with 
their inexperienced units. 

One unfortunate casualty of the A-10’s 
expansion js the Palestra, the venerable arena 
on the campus !of the University of 
Pennsylvania, which has been the home of 
the conference's postseason tournament for 
the last seven years. For my money, there’s 
no better setting — none — to watch a bas- 
ketball game, and the A-10 tournament has 
inscribed its own indelible mark on the build- 
ing. One observer once wrote that, upon 


what sweeter smell (it’s hosted @ lower show 
on the same weekend the tournament was 
played), but has none of the history or ambi- 
ence of its neighbor. They tell us it’s all a 
bow to progress, before the inevitable move 
to the brand-new and equally sterile 
Spectrum II — but in this, at least, I would- 
n’t mind seeing the wheels of progress get 
stuck, just to protect some sweet basketball 
memories. * 
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Results from 1994 
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We Score More 
ETS and Princeton University are not affiliated with the Princeton Review 


Worldwide and Big Six 
accounting firm. 


Course Sites 
Amherst, 
Northampton, S. 
Hadley, Springfield, 
Pittsfield, 


(413)788-4000 


¢ Single room Queen-size bed 

¢ Double room 2-Double Size beds 

¢ Smoking & non smoking rooms available 
¢ Conference room available 

¢ Free coffee 
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(Rates subject to change) 
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MALLARD ELECTRONICS INC, 


59 Interstate Dr., 

W. Springfield MA 01089 
Tel. 1-800-COCO-LUX or 
(413)732-0214 
FAX (413)732-0254 
E-mail: into@map. com 


796-1 1270* 283-7785 
(Toll Free 1-800-649-8484) 
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providing affordable nationwide 


‘Internet training and consulting 
* Internet installations and access 
* World Wide Web home pages for individuals and 
small businesses. 

The Internet Connection 


-800-471-INET 
http:/ /www. inetcon .com/ 


Phone (413)549-INET 


P.O. Box 2727 
Amherst, MA 01004 
__Victoria yria A. White, Owner 


by Paul Bissex 


century? From some reports, yes. 

Advertisements are popping up all over the 
place. Flashiness and celebrity are squeezing out 
do-it-yourself funk. Investors are scrambling. 
“Interactivity,” like the remote control, is offered 
as a substitute for communication. The World 
Wide Web, a relatively easy-to-use and pic- 
turesque subsection of the Internet where all 
these trends are visible, has grown explosively: in 
the last twelve months. 

There’s another side to the Net, though, teem- 
ing with activity, with a longer history and prob- 
ably more staying power than the latest experi- 
ments. It’s simple communication: stuff like e- 
mail, computer conferencing, and “chat” — in a 
word, talk. (It’s also called Computer-Mediated 
Communication, if you want to be geeky.) What 
follows is an overview of the different ways that 
people use the Net to talk to one another, Whether 
you join in is up to you. 

E-mail This is the most popular way to com- 
municate on the Internet because it’s relatively 
similar to things most people already do — write 
letters or leave phone messages. It also does not 
require participation in a strange new culture. You 
can get an e-mail account just to send love notes 
to your boyfriend who’s at school in France for 
the semester. (In fact, I think you should.) But 
you can also send messages to more than one per- 
son at a time. This is the idea behind “mailing 
lists” for e-mail based discussion. Once you join 
one, you can send a message to a single special 
address and it’s automatically sent out to every- 
one else who has also joined. 

There are mailing lists for almost every con- 


I the Internet turning into TV for the 21st 


ceivable interest, from violins to Volkswagens.So 


if you're missing that original factory shift knob 
for your old Bug, you can reach other people who 
have the same absurd fixation as you, and they 
can help you. No, they can’t help you with the fix- 
ation, but they might help you find the part! 

Usenet It’s the oldest method of group discus- 
sion on the Net. Started in the '80s as a way for 
computer system administrators to share stories, 
problems, and solutions, it soon grew to encom- 
pass other subject areas, and today there are many 
thousands of groups whose participants discuss 
everything from Limbaugh to Limburger to lym- 
phadenopathy. 

To understand the format of a Usenet discus- 
sion or “newsgroup,” imagine a mammoth bul- 
letin board. When someone has something to say 
on the subject of discussion, she writes her com- 
ment up and pins it to the board. The next per- 
son who comes along can read her comment (as 
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well as preceding ones), write a response, and tack 
itup.And so on. With a bulletin board that stretch- 
es around the world, things can get pretty crazy. 

IRC This stands for Internet Relay Chat. Unlike 
Usenet and e-mail, IRC puts the chatters (from 
two to twenty or more — which can get confus- 
ing) in more-or-less “real time” contact. You type 
“hey Joe, whassup,” and Joe types back, “hey, you 
suck,” and there you are having a meaningful con- 
versation over the Global Information 
Infrastructure. Like the separate groups of Usenet, 
IRC is divided into “channels” which are more or 
less topical. IRC attracts hardcore users who stay 
logged in for hours at a time — most of them col- 
lege students blowing off classes and homework. 

Conferencing Usenet is one form of comput- 
er conferencing. There are others, which differ 
mostly in the way they present individual entries 
or “postings.” Whereas Usenet keeps each post- 
ing distinct, some prefer the conferencing systems 
that show all the postings on a single subject as 
one long list or “thread,” saying this preserves con- 
tinuity of conversation. 

Web-based conferencing Despite what I said 
about the Web above, it is also extremely flexible, 
and enthusiasts and entrepreneurs have recon- 
ciled it with almost all the old modes of net-talk. 
In addition, it’s spawning new, more bizarre cre- 
ations, like “virtual worlds” which resemble 3D 
video games that let you talk to the other players. 

Don’t let the plethora of options overwhelm 
you, The most important point is a sort of happy 
irony: the proliferation of computer networks 
gives us access to more and more computers. But 
what we really seem to want to connect to is each 
other, 

Sites in my Sights 

To check out the wide world of e-mail lists, send 
e-mail to listserv@vm1.nodak.edu with “get new- 
list wouters” as the message. For an excellent set 
of pointers to web-based conferencing, head to 
http://freenet.msp.mn.us/people/drwool/web- 
conf.html. 

Don’t Just Sit There, Sit There and Do 
Something 

The Net has been a boon to activists, who can 
now meet on the basis of common concern rather 
than geographical proximity. To get a taste of this 
stuff, point your web browser to http://www.igcorg 
or send e-mail to info@igc.org. That's the Institute 
for Global Communications, home of PeaceNet, 
LaborNet, WomensNet, ConflictNet and EcoNet. 

Questions? Comments? Cheesecake recipes? Drop 
a line via e-mail to biscuit@well,com, 
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Homey, resident dog at the Optimist, 
wants your classified ad for his expand- 
ing PETS section. 


MEDIA HOUND! 


Call: 
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Poi Dog Pondering’s 
Frank Orrall discusses 
the meaning of it all 


by Ken Maiuri 
’s not every day you see a major-label band 
[= outside a local record store, but then 
i Dog Pondering is not your average band. 
On a sunny spring day, the then-eight-member 
“modern jug band” from Texas (by way of Hawaii) 
performed acoustically outside of Amherst’s For 
the Record. North Pleasant Street paused for a lit- 
tlewhile, soaking in the sounds, and then Poi packed 
up and left town. That was over three years ago. 
Now with a long-in-the-making new album 
(Pomegranate) finally ready for mass consumption, 
the band is, at long last, excitedly returning to the 
Happy Valley with a lot on its collective mind. 
“T'm very pleased with the new record,’ said band 
founder Frank Orrall in a phone interview last week. 
“[ think it sounds great, and I'm proud of the mate- 
rial on it. For one of the first times, I think we made 
a cohesive work. Sonically we took some new steps, 
and lyrically it’s the most rounded work I’ve ever 
done, I’m really happy with it” 


time around, the Poi Dog Pondering vocalist/front- 
person has a lot to say, and it all began with a paint- 
ing he saw at the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York City entitled “The Expulsion from the Garden 
of Eden.” 

“One of the major things that came to the fore- 
front of making [Pornegranate] was the correlation 
to the Expulsion, and how biblically it was the fall 
from grace, ‘the fall of man, the fall from this sort of 
protection,” said Orrall. “But we just sort of stepped 
in and turnedit on itsearand said‘no’: all those things 
— the exploration of self; the knowledge of our 
nakedness; duality, this constant trying to finda bal- 
ance between right and wrong, good and bad; and 
the scores that are unsettleable, are what make this 
life poignant. So after a particularly trying couple of 
years, where my girlfriend was in and out of hospi- 
tals getting bone marrow transplants and treatment 
for cancer, that [theme] was pushed even farther to 
the front, because even though itwasa horrible thing 


were sleeping on somebody's floor on tour. I could- 
ntsleep at four in the morning, so I baked bread and 
wrote this ridiculous song that I knew I was going 
to wake them up with when we had to leave, and 
they were just going to roll their eyes and groan and 
it was going to be funny. 

“So we putit on the record, as is our style,’ Orrall 
continued. “If we want to put a 32nd song about 
buildings on there, or if we want to put a Tahitian 
songon there—at onetime in our recording world, 
our attitude was just, ‘Fuck, yeah, let’s just do it; not 
thinking about the consequences of it, [although] 
realizing that both kinds of songs pulled focus from 
“Pulling Touch’ or ‘Falling; which are much more 
important songs. Lyrically, they're not throwofts. 
Playful throwoffs are an important part of life too; 
however, when you're making a body of work that’s 
going to live fora while, if anything is pulling focus, 
you have to take it off. Marilyn Monroe used to get 
dressed for the evening and take a twirl in front of 


POI DOG PONDERING BOUNCES INTO A NEW ROCK AGE. 


on keyboards and hors) and Susan (Voelz, on vio- 
lin) are incredible musicians, and when I restruc- 
tured the band, I asked them if they would stay on. 
Then I met all these people up in Chicago — Max 
and I were looking for people who could play well, 
would take the art of it seriously, and were genuine- 
ly easy people to hang with, so there would be a def- 
inite simpatico going. Because you want to enjoy 
your work, and you want to enjoy your dinner, and 
it's nice to be able to sit down with the same people 
for both things. 

“This is the band. I’m creatively and personally 
happy right now,’ said Orrall, explaining that it will 
be a ten-piece band, complete with Luke Savisky’s 
live show film projections, that will appear onstage 
at Northampton’s Pearl Street. And if the band fig- 
ures out how, next time around Valley residents may 
get to join ina Poi experience heretofore known only 
to those in the Windy City. “Our interests loom 
around dance music, and also these orchestrated 


“I think something, this other sound, is going to emerge. Like-minded bands. | 
just feel it. I feel like it’s time for everything to roll over,” 
says Poi Dog Pondering’s Frank Orrall. 


AsOrrall explained in his self-penned press release 
for the new disc, the band decided it was experi- 
mentation time, resulting in a record that may sur- 
priselongtime fans of the eight-year-old group; while 
acoustic instruments and celebratory moments are 
still plentiful in the land of Poi, they're grounded and 
surrounded by a thick, moody wash of sound that 
often incorporates dancey drum loops, synthesizers, 
samples, and even a swelling string quartet. But as 
farasthe band working on its own terms,some things 
never change. 

“This record was made very much like the first 
record, even though we spent a lot more time on 
this,” said Orrall.“We sett up so that we weren't pay- 
ing forstudio time. We bought our own equipment, 
renteda place to set up, and just sort of built our own 
studio so we could spend as long as we wanted. That's 
different from the first album, which was done in a 
studio in ten days or so, but what is the same is that 
it was done without anybody fucking with us at all, 
justabsolutely no outside interference from labels or 
managers or any of that bullshit.” 

Tt was all just an issue of getting right to the soul 
of the matter, both in the recording and in the songs 
themselves, “More and more,’ said Orrall, “I realize 
Tm tightening down and focusing on where the band 
is coming from and what we're trying to say, what 
things we're trying to work out philosophically.’ This 


togo through, it revealed so much to me that | won't 
try to explain for fear of it getting watered down, but 
anytime someone that you love is close to death, a 
lot of appreciation for living happens, and sublimi- 
nally, that’s been going on in Poi all the time. Every 
one of our records has (dealt with] this decision to 
stay alive, but in full cognizance of how difficult it 
can be to live.” 

‘Tokeep the band’sintent pure (and to avoid what 
Orrall calls the “too many cooks in the kitchen syn- 
drome”), Poi Dog Pondering borrowed money from 
its friendsand family and created its own record label, 
Pomegranate Records. “We started it so we could 
build this insular world to just only answer to our- 
selves creatively,” said Orrall. “It’s been alot of work, 
and it’s been totally worth it. This is absolutely the 
only way for us to work, to have this room where we 
open the door and slide out the record and close the 
door again.” 

Of course, once the album gets into the public’s 
hands, there’s no way to control what happens next 
— which, in Poi’s case, has been that some folks 
(Orrall calls them “less astute listeners”) grab on to 
thesillier songsand miss the message found on more 
heartfelt ones. For example: “On the first album, 
“Toast and Jelly’ was sort of an inside joke, a playful 
song amongst the band members,’ said Orrall. “I 
wrote it to wake them up one morning when we 


the mirror and whatever first caught her eye of her 
jewelry, she'd take it off. Similar idea.” 

Which is not to say that Poi has lost its sense of 
humor. “We're not consciously making things less 
playful,” said Orrall.““Complicated; with its final verse 
(“Sometimes I get so afraid of life/I’'m not afraid of 
death/I'm scared of going through this thing twice!”), 
is pretty playful. I think if something is unnecessary 
tothe whole—well,a major concern with this record 
was to make it cohesive. If it didn’t [help the cohe- 
siveness], we left it off” 

Since Orrall wrote all the lyrics and all but one 
part of one song on the new album, not to mention 
the fact that he’s the band’s only original member 
since its very first Hawaiian version, and that he’s 
gone on to cult status of sorts with his memorable 
acting role in Richard Linklater’s Slacker, how does 
Poi Dog Pondering keep from becoming The Frank 
Orrall Group? 

“There's a certain feeling to the music that res- 
onates with the players,” said Orrall. “We work with 
players that are sensitive to the sound and getit. That's 
just the way that I like to work. When I see someone 
and like the way they play, I start imagining, ‘They'd 
be great on this song’; that’s why there are so many 
satellite members on every one of our recordings. 
ThelongerI work in music, [I realize] there are peo- 
ple I want to keep working with — Max (Crawford, 


pieces: when we do shows in Chicago, we often have 
a string quartet, an oboe player, a hip-hop dance 
troupe; we do this high-production, multimedia, 
fully realized show. When we can afford it, we'll be 
taking it out on the road, We can only afford to do 
it in Chicago right now” 

‘That's not the only thing fans have to look for- 
ward to, according to Orrall’s optimistic crystal ball. 
“Personally, think something newis going to emerge 
right now that we are going to be a part of’ he said, 
“because we don'thave anything to do with the whole 
‘HORDE contingent [Blues Traveler, Big Head Todd 
and the Monsters] or the whole ‘grunge’ contingent 
[Silverchair, countless others on MTV], and I think 
something, this other sound, is going to emerge. Like- 
minded bands. | just feel it. I feel like it’s time for 
everything to roll over. | feel it when I talk to people 
in theaudience. They'relike, It’sso refreshing to hear 
this sort of sound, after three years of either grunge 
or HORDE stuff” 

Do you know of any other bands that will be a 
part of the revolution? “Nope,’ said Orrall, giggling 
with anticipation. “But I just feel it’s so, man.” 

Poi Dog Pondering appears at Pearl Street in 
Northampton on Saturday, November 11 at 8 p.m. 
18+. Tickets are available at Strawberries, Amherst's 
For the Record, and Greenfield’s About Music, or call 
586-8686 or 1-800-THE TICK. * 
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HowSweet theSound 


is rich, gravel-tinged voice pours over a tune 

ike molasses. His passion for music is evi- 
dent in his speech. University of Massachusetts 
music professor Horace Boyer has spent his life 
steeped in gospel music. 

Boyer grew up in Winter Park, Florida, where 
he first heard the music that would become his 
life’s work. Boyer and one of his brothers, James, 
put themselves through college by performing 
gospel music as the Boyer Brothers. Horace Boyer 
continues to perform and spread the gospel of 
gospel all over the United States and around the 
world. 

Boyer’s background and knowledge have final- 
ly been coalesced into his newly published defin- 
itive history of gospel music, How Sweet the Sound: 
The Golden Age of Gospel. The book came out in 
September after 15 years in the planning stages. 
So far, response to the book has been tremendous, 
with reviews and requests for interviews coming 
in from around the country, Besides the history of 
gospel, Boyer also discusses the genre’s influence 
on American popular music, including a look at 
gospel-rooted performers like Aretha Franklin, 
Sam Cooke, Al Green, and Wilson Pickett. The 
bookand his continued musical work have attract- 
ed the attention of the BBC, ITV, and the Optimist. 

Optimist: Can you tell mea little about your back- 
ground? 

Horace Boyer: I was born into a family of sanc- 
tified preachers, my mother and my father, so from 
the time I was born I could recognize and identi- 
fy sounds, Gospel music was what I heard because 
gospel music was all we did in my church, We did- 
n'tdo hymns or anthems and things. We did pure 
gospel. 

O; I heard the term sanctified a lot while grow- 
ing up. Could you provide a definition? 

Boyer: Yes, Sanctified is a generic term which 
identifies Christians who follow the doctrine of 
Pentecost. Now 50 days after Christ arose, he 
appeared to his disciples and said that they were 
all of one accord and he gave them the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and they began to speak in tongues. 
The church decided that the people who began to 
speak in tongues identified a deeper relationship 
with Christ than you could get in the Baptist and 
Methodist church. This is their philosophy. It’s an 
ecstatic kind of service, very energetic. They need- 
edakind of music which would complement this, 
which “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” wouldn't do. 
Gospel wasn't like Athena who popped out of her 
father’s head. So the church believes that you must 
fast and pray and call on the name of Jesus until 
you have the experience of speaking in tongues. 
All of these churches are called sanctified, but in 
fact other names are Pentecostal, Holiness, Holy 
Roller, and Fundamentalist and all that. 

O: My grandmother was an organist in a Baptist 
church in Virginia, and her church wasn't as ram- 
bunctious as my cousins’ sanctified church in the city, 
but it wasn't as sedate as my family’s predominant- 
ly white Methodist church. The difference between 
the music played in each church was striking. 

Boyer: Yes. I found in my studies that this is quite 
true. Gospel music started out being class music. 
Tt was cultural. Even within the black culture, the 
more educated you were, the more financially 
secure, the more socially active you were, the less 
connection you had with gospel because it repre- 
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sented a kind of religion and class that was inter- 
preted as intellectual. As I said, when I was a little 
boy we wentto the sanctified church. Very few peo- 
ple in our congregation had graduated from high 
school. Fewer had graduated from high school in 
the sanctified church than had graduated in the 
Baptist church, and fewer had graduated in the 
Baptist church than had graduated in the Methodist 
church. So these musics and religions sort of had 
astatusand therefore represented a kind of group- 
ing. Since 1970 that line has been moving away. So 
now we have MDs and lawyers who sing gospel 
because this music has penetrated all the general 
Protestant churches, And now it’s into Episcopal 
churches and Roman Catholic churches and into 
Lutheran churches. 

O: Considering the response your book has received, 
you must be pretty satisfied with the work you did. 

Boyer: Well, I must say that. This is the first book 
I've ever written. I've contributed chapters to other 
books, but this is the first one with my name on it 
and you look at it differently. I look at it every day 
and say, ‘Oh, I forgot to put this in, or I could have 
said this differently’ But I’m very pleased with what 
I’ve been able to do. I think I’ve just about captured 
what I think that period represents. And this is 
extremely important because for so long, I think 
black people have let other people do their work 
for them, particularly in literature. I don’t know 
that everybody is capable of bringing the cultural 
bias to something that gives it its real authenticity. 
I don’t think that just because I'm black that I can 
write about black gospel, but I think because I’m 
black, and because I’ve absorbed myself in it so 
thoroughly both subjectively and objectively, I think 
I'm able to bring something to it from the inside 
that I don’t think outsiders are privy to right away. 
I think that’s important because sometimes you 
can read scholarly things and they're so antiseptic 
—just report the facts, ma’am, I didn’t want todo 
that. I wanted to bring some of what I felt along 
with it, I think I was able to do that and I'm very 
pleased. 

How Sweet the Sound: The Golden Age of 
Gospel (Elliott & Clark Publishing) by Horace Boyer 
is available in hard cover for $29.95 at local book- 
stores, 

— Karen Shoffner 
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TheLowdown OnChris 
Smither 
inger-songwriter Chris Smither was born into 
Sie ruling class. The 50-year-old Arlington, 
Massachusetts resident says, “I’m a white male. 
I'ma natural born member of whatis the de facto 
ruling class in this country, which is not neces- 
sarily a good thing. It just happens to be a fact.” 
Smither considers himself “a contemporary 
singer-songwriter with a heavy foundation in the 
blues,” No doubt his New Orleans background has 
alot to do with his brand of folksy blues or bluesy 
folk. His music gives music journalists fits when 
they try to define or categorize it. Attempts at doing 
just that about his most recent recording, Up On 
The Lowdown, produced nuggets like “white blues” 
and “a whiter shade of blues.” What does he make 
of these descriptions? “Why the distinction? Blues 
is blues. It’s just an example of race consciousness. . . 
When I first started playing, everybody would say, 
“Well, can a white guy really play the blues?’ I’ve 
never understood that, yet they never seem to won- 
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Society’ Child (413) 5 84-2200 
Janis Ian’s 1975 song of ado- 
lescent heartache, “At 
Seventeen,” spoke to a lot of 
teenage girls who knew what 
it was like to feel unloved. In 
the mid-’60s, she wrote and 
recorded “Society's Child,” a 
song about the pressures on 
a white teenage girl dating a 
black teenage boy. It passion- 
ately questioned society's 
mores, but was viewed as a 
militant protest. an endured 
shouts of “nigger lover” from 
audiences when she per- 
formed and was spat on. 
When she was called “nigger 
lover,’ she says, “The first thing 
[I felt was] shame, then I 
talked to my family about it 
and then came back with the 
proper ‘Fuck you!’ response.” 
This attitude feeds into her 
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Get (Un Dressed 


Singer-songwriter Chris Smither is set to serenade 


Amherst College. 


der about Seiji Ozawa leading the Boston 
Philharmonic — a Japanese leading an orchestra 
playing Western European music.” Smither’s fine 
guitar picking, original songwriting, and smooth, 
smoky voice should silence any dissenting voices. 
Smither, who's on the road nearly 200 nights a 
year, has been touring in support of Up On The 
Lowdown. He just returned from a tour of Ireland, 
England, the Channel Islands, Belgium, Holland, 
and France. He has high praise for Irish audiences: 
“They're like the best American audiences. They 
know how to be a good audience.” This was his first 
time playing in France, and 
he found French audiences 
interesting, “Of all the non- 
English-speaking audiences 
I've played to, the French are 
the most respectful. They 
sort of take your measure in 
the beginning, looking at the 
way you carry yourself, And 
they make a determination 
as to whether what you're 
doing has any integrity. If 
they decide that it does, then 
they give you a tremendous 
amount of respect and pay 
really dose attention. I mean, 
even when they're drunk out 
of their minds, they're quiet. 
They sit there and they lis- 
ten, I've never run into an 
audience like that before.” 


newest album —her 15th— 

titled Revenge, which has a 
harder edge than her last album, 1992’s Breaking 
Silence. Her voice is still urgent and has a wry tone 
to it, but it has acquired a burnished quality which 
comes through despite this album's harder edge. 
Says Ian, “Revenge is about survival. It is about out- 
lasting the enemy. .. It’s the easiest album I've made 
since my first, mainly because I had such a great 
band” 

If revenge means living life on one’s own terms, 
then Ian has exacted her revenge, as she now writes 
aregular column for the Advocate, the national gay 
and lesbian magazine. “I first came out to my fam- 
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Chris Smither performs at 
the Campus Center 
Frontroom at Amherst 
College on Sunday, November 
12 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $2 
with an Amherst College ID, 
$8forthegeneral public, and Folk legend Janis lan brings her smoky voice and 
areavailableat For the Record beautifully crafted songs to the Valley. 
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PRESENT 
FREEDY JOHNSTON 


SPIN, Billboard, 
People, Musician, and 
The New York ‘Times 


proclaim Freedy as a 
new passionate voice 
in American 
songwriting. 


with special guest 
WALTER SALAS-HUMARA 


on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 at 7 P.M. 


Tickets to Freedy Johnston and Walter Salas-Humara are $10 in 
advance and $12 at the door. Advance tickets are available at the 
Northampton Box Office, 586-8686. 

Sponsored by the Optimist and WRNX. 


The Valley’s own Trailer Park sets up camp at the Iron 


Horse on November 10. 


ily in 1971 and then I was outed by the Village Voice 
in 1974. I officially came out in 1991. I had a press 
conference. I had talked to Urvashi Vaid [former 
executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian 
‘Task Force] about doing it, and I think it really does 
help. People have come up to me and said that they 
appreciate my coming out. They say it’s helped them.” 

Currently, the 44-year-old Ian, whose songs have 
been recorded by Etta James, Stan Getz, Mel Torme, 
Amy Grant, John Mellencamp, Cher, Joan Baez, 
Kathy Mattea, and Bette Midler, to name a few, lives 
in Nashville with her partner, Pat, and their two 
dogs, “It’s a great town for songwriters, They real- 
ly respect that there.” lan has found Nashville hos- 
pitable, “It’s like, ‘She may be queer, but she’s our 
queer’ I guess if I weren't a good songwriter it'd be 
a different story... Actually, I got harassed more in 
L.A. than in Nashville. There they wonder, ‘Am I 
going to have hot water?’ instead of wondering 
who's queer. It’s a more grounded place than New 
York or L.A” 

Janis Ian returns to the Iron Horse on Saturday, 
November 11 for two shows at 7 and 10 p.m. Tickets 
are $16.50 and are available from the Northampton 
Box Office in Thornes Marketplace, 586-8686 or 1- 
800-THE-TICK. This showis being co-promoted by 
Pride & Joy, 20 Crafts Ave., Northampton, where you 
can register to win series tickets to Janis Ian, Suzanne 
Westenhoefer (November 16), and disappear fear 
(November 17). 

—KS. 


Rock 


Where Mother Nature Goes 
toRumble 


n Trailer Park’s new CD, Barbeque, there is 
GF song called “Dolores.” The lyrics tell of an 
out-of-reach object of desire: “Waking, wanting 
Dolores/I cannot find her in my bed/Needing, 
pleading Dolores/Making love inside my head. ..” 
The music is a sultry, swinging merengue. 

Tom Mahnken, who handles tenor sax, accor- 
dion, keyboard, and vocal duties, explains the story 
behind the song. “There was this woman I was 
entranced by. I was consumed by her. I couldn’t 
think of anyone else but her. From the first minute 
I saw her, I just thought, ‘Who is that?’ Actually, I 


knew who she was, she was 
the sister of somebody I 
knew. I was just drawn to 
her. always called her the 
alien-gypsy-vampire-love 
goddess, which is quite a 
compliment, She was all 
those things to me. hada 
terrible crush on her. I sat 
down one day and started 
writing the song. Her 
name was Ingrid, and I 
said, I need to writea song 
and I want it to be about 
her, but you just can’t call 
asong Ingrid. It wouldn’t 
work very well, and that 
would be telling anyway. I 
thought Dolores was a 
great name. I started writ- 
ing this song and at the end 
of the song | distinctly 
remember thinking, ‘Now, 
should this have a happy 
ending or sad ending? Does the guy never get it? Is 
he always sad?’ I gave it the happy ending.” The 
song's happy ending was portentous — Mahnken 
isnow engaged to the Ingrid who inspired “Dolores.” 

Since trailer parks are frequently destroyed by 
tornadoes, one may wonder at the wisdom of nam- 
ing a band after those unfortunate habitats. Says 
Mahnken, “My brother was thinking of ideas for 
an album title for a music project he was doing. 
This was during the time when Nirvana hit the 
scene and was big with “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” 
and he wanted to do an album called Smells Like 
Trailer Park Plumbing. 1 thought, Trailer Park has 
a good ring to it... Our bass player says a trailer 
park is where Mother Nature goes to rumble.” 
Mahnken says there’s a band called the Texas 
Tornadoes he'd like to challenge to a battle of the 
bands. “Of course they'd kick our butts. We'd just 
have to take the fall.” 

Mahnken started on the path to being in a band 
on his sixth birthday when his brother gave him a 
record called Introducing the Beatles. “1 was really 
excited by that. I’d listen to it over and over. I wore 
the grooves right out... It occurred to me when I 
was 13 or 14,1 thought I could get a guitar and learn 
how to play itand then I could have a band. It took 
me that long to figure it out.” 

So Mahnken bought a guitar and learned how 
to play it, but he doesn’t play guitar in Trailer Park. 
The switch to saxophone came about a few years 
ago. “I just thought sax is a great instrument... I 
just thought, you know, sax players walk in with 
their case, put their sax together, play, pack up their 
case, and walk out. No heavy bass amps, no guitar 
amps, no strings breaking, That seemed like a nice 
aspect of it, too, but it doesn’t work that way, I’m 
still having to truck around parts of the PA and set- 
ting that up.” 

Despite having to lug equipment around, 
Mahnken is committed to music. “I don’t know 
what else to do, I can’timagine not doing it. It’s like 
a dangerous obsession. It’s a fatal obstruction.” 

Trailer Park will perform at the Iron Horse on 
Friday, November 10 at 10 p.m, Tickets are $5 in 
advance and at the door and are available from the 
Northampton Box Office, 586-8686 or 1-800-THE- 
TICK. 

— KS. 


: 
Special Event 
Celebrating the Divine 
Feminine 
<¢7Pn the spiritual life, obviously there’s nei- 
ther male nor female,” says Joan Bredin- 
Price, visual artist of Naga Productions, a per- 
formance art troupe presenting an evening of 
sacred performances dedicated to the divine 
feminine at the Northampton Center for the 
Arts. 

There may be no male or female in spiritual 
life, but we have learned mainly about the male 
side of things for the last several centuries. Sacred 
performances like Naga Productions’ “Anima 
Rising” seek to restore a balance. 

A Tibetan monk will say the opening prayer, 
and four individuals will perform during the 
course of the evening, Naga Productions per- 
formers Jewell and Lilith will do a performance 
art piece exploring theater and movement. Tracy 
Vernon, who studied with Alvin Ailey and does 
Afro-Caribbean music, will do choreographed 
pieces, Rythea Lee will sing her own original 
music, Dana McCoy is coming up from New 
York. “She does the divine feminine a la New 
York City, which is a more glitz and glam,” says 
Bredin-Price. Bredin-Price, who is directing the 
production, will show slides of her paintings. The 
medium she works in is gouache, an opaque 
watercolor. “It’s what the Egyptians painted the 
tombs with,” she says. 

Noting that the musicians accompanying the 
performers are men, Bredin-Price wants to make 
clear that it isn’t just women who can celebrate 
the divine feminine. She says, “I want people who 
attend the performance to know that the per- 
formers are trying to express themselves or ded- 
icate something about themselves and what they 
believe in.” 

The date of the performance has astrological 
significance, Says Bredin-Price, “Pluto moves 
from Scorpio into Sagittarius that night. For the 
last 12 years while Pluto has been in Scorpio, 
there have been mass death and earthquakes. 
AIDS also happened during this time. Scorpio’s 
energy has also been about shifting our sexual 
values, I think what going into Sagittarius will 
mean is: what's your truth? You have to be hon- 
est. That’s what it’s going to be about.” 

“Anima Rising” presented by Naga Productions 
will play at Northampton Center for the Arts on 
Friday, November 10 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $8/$12 
and are available from the Center for the Arts. For 
more information, call 584-7327. 


—MM. 


Theater 
Band Strikes Out...Strike 
Upthe Band at Goodspeed 


n paper, the musical Strike Up the Band 
might look like a home run, with script by 
George S. Kaufman, score by the Gershwins, 
and staging by Charles Repole, a director with 
a great batting average for staging fresh, inno- 
vative revivals, But the Goodspeed Opera House 
strikes out with its current production of Strike 
Up the Band, a satire on the corporate world 
and international politics. 
Strike Up the Bandis the story of a Connecticut 


cheese manufacturer who finances a war against 
Switzerland to defend America’s tariff on Swiss 
cheese. The original production, written in 1927, 
never made it to Broadway — it was considered 
too bold for its time. After book revisions and 
softening by Morrie Ryskind, Strike Up the Band 
opened on Broadway in 1930. 

Kaufman, one of America’s major playwrights 
and satirists, teamed up with the Gershwins in 
1931 with a political satire called Of Thee I Sing, 
which was the first musical to win the Pulitzer 
Prize. Thirty years later, another musical satire, 
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, 
opened on Broadway, captured a Pulitzer, and 
had a successful 1995 revival (probably because 
its book is zany enough for today’s audiences to 
relate to). 

Yes, some of the tunes are fabulous — from 
well-known standards like the title song and “The 
Man I Love” to lesser-known songs, including 
the deliciously sprite “Yankee Doodle Rhythm.” 
But Kaufman's book is cdrny, unfunny, and ter- 
ribly dated. Charles Repole’s staging, full of shtick 
and gags, doesn’t balance the book with the score. 
Ultimately, the script drags the production. In 
between the songs and dances, there’s little to 
propel the show, and high-energy performances 
get lost in the shuffle. 

Goodspeed’s production is handsome. James 
Noone’s art deco sets are sleek and stylish; John 
Carver Sullivan's costumes are marvelous. Linda 
Goodrich provides some wonderful choreogra- 
phy for the big production numbers with lots of 
ingenious tap dancing, particularly in the title 
tune. 

Some of the performances sparkle, particu- 
larly that of Jim Corti, a slight, puckish elf who 
becomes larger than life every time he sings and 
dances. Ron Holgate as the cheese whiz com- 
mands the stage with a powerful voice and 
demeanor, Emily Loesser and Jason Danieley, as 
newspaper reporters, deliver the goods with 
“Meadow Serenade” and “The Man I Love.” Some 
of the other performers miss the mark, howev- 
er. David Titus, as a military spokesperson, offers 
a grotesque combination of Zero Mostel and 
Rodney Dangerfield that is uncomfortable to 
watch. 

lapplaud Goodspeed’s attempt to bring musi- 
cal theater history to life. Strike Up the Band might 
be more satisfying performed in a concert ver- 
sion, so that the Gershwin tunes, magnificently 
rendered by Goodspeed’s cast, orchestra, and 
musical direction, might soar instead of being 
bogged down by the script. 


A Goodspeed footnote: Goodspeed’s Norma | 


Terris Theater in Chester is home for a series of 
musicals in workshop performances. A new musi- 
cal, Silver Dollar, based on the American Western 
legend of Augusta Tabor and Baby Doe, is now 
playing throughout the month. Northampton 
musician Paul Ascenzo is musical director. 
Ascenzo makes his Goodspeed debut after pro- 
viding musical direction at the Williamstown 
Theater Festival for two seasons, the StageWest 
production of Kiss Me Kate, Hartford Stage’s 
Martin Guerre, and Berkshire Theater Festival’s 
Kafka's Wick. 

Goodspeed Opera House presents Strike Up the 
Band through December 17. For tickets, call 860- 
873-8668. 

— Mark G. Auerbach * 


For the day 
you need us the most... 


Hot tub, steam, sauna or tan 


FREE 


with the purchase of a THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
413) 774-2951 +» 2pm-10pm 7 da 


Do You fo Wear 


Contact Lenses But Can’t? 


Dr. Michael Feinberg 


Specializing in all Contact Lenses. 
Please call, 586-6591 or 1-800-346-6591 * 16 Center Street » Northampton 
MA. + Concerned care for your eyes and vision 


Unlimited Affairs & M Cateri 
: Present... roe 4 


the Mystery Dimmer Theatire 
“Al homicidal Christmas” 


Date: Friday, November 24, 1995 

Place: Thomas Memorial Co Club, Turners Falls 
‘Time: 6:00 p.m, - 7:00 p.m, = Hour 

7:00 p.m. —9:30p.m. = Mystery Dinner Theatre 


vx Choice of Roast Stuffed Pork Loin or Baked Scrod with 
Herb Breadcrumbs 

|i $35.0 per person, includes: Appétizer, Salad, Main 
Course, Dessert, Coffee ! 

‘iy Reservations required " 

‘Please call: (413)665-7447 for reservations and more information 


The Valley Light Opera 


presents 


Gilbert & Sullivan’s 


A Grand Comedy 


Amherst Regional High School Auditorium 
Nov. 3, 4, 10, & 11, 8:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 


RESERVED SEATING TICKETS 
$12/adult $9/senior or student 


@ Town of Amherst Leisure 
Services, Bangs Center, Boltwood 
Walk, weekdays 8am to 4:30 pm 

@ Amherst High School Cafeteria 
Sundays 2-4pm (except Oct. 8) 

@ At the door on performance nights 


Phone orders: 256-4065 
M-F 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Visa, Mastercard or Discover (Novus) 
no surcharge 


Niigivtclaal> 


{HURSDAY NOV. 9 


\WHMP DANCE PARTY 
18 & OVER/hosted by Nick Danger 
The Area’s Biggest Dance Party 
FOOD COURTESY OF SUBWAY 
1 Skate Giveaway from Western Village Ski & Sport 
DOWNSTAIRS 7:30 PM 
Record Release Party, 


KNUCKLE 
SANDWICH 


Lo Fi Big Band 
6/ The Mit 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
AT AMHERST 


8 pm. Bowker Auditorium, 
Co-sponsored with the Asian Dance and Music Program 


FRIDAY NOV. 
RETRO NIGHT 


MUSIC FROM THE 70°S & 80°S 
FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD” 


i | he Club Crawl bide 
Pearl Stroet Wolcomes “The Club Crawl” “ 
See You A. 11:00 PM w/Praza Bones and 
fom Pizzaria Paridiso an 
Call 584-4256 For More Information Ash 
Concert Hall, 8 pm. 
Presented with the generous support of Metroline. 
Co-sponsored with new WORLD Theater. 
Sunday, November 19 
6 . 
Kandinsky Trio 
Piano trio with storyteller 
Connie Regan-Blake in 
Tales of Appalachia 
Bowker Auditorium, 7 pm. 
Presented with the generous support of The Daily Hampshire Gazette 


Urban Bush 


DOWNSTAIRS 8:30 PM | 
WRSI Welcomes 


BEN HARPER 


iia 
SATURDAY NOV. 11 


CLUB NIGHT 


DJ Dave Playing 
Retro to Techno” 


DOWNSTAIRS 9:00 PM 
WRSI Welcomes & 
POI| DOG 
PONDERING 
MON. NOV. 13 8:00 PM 


ic Shuttle Craft Tour 


JEFFERSON 
STARSHIP 


Kantner, Diana Mangano, 
he Speed Of Light SI 


FINE ARTS CENTER - 


Ziegfield Meets the 
All-American Cowboy 


. 
Will Rogers Follies 
Concert Hall, 8 pm. 
Business Friends Night 
Presented with the generous support of 
Peoples Bank and WWIP-TV 22 


‘ne 


WEDNESDAY NOV. 1 
GAY NIGHT 


Yith DJ Dennis 
Ww. ses from Lor 
drink Specia 


v Royal 
THUR. NOV. 16 7:30 PM 


7 SECONDS 


H20/Ugly Truth? 
One Ton Shotgun 


The New-Grass Sounds of 
Chesapeake 


Bowker Auditorium, 8 pm. 

Presented with the generous support of 
the Bank of Western Massachusetts and WGGBTV 40. 
FOR TICKET INFO CALL FAC BOX OFFICE 

(413) 545-2511 on 1-800-999-UMAS 


Visa/Mastercard accepted 


FINE ARTS CENTER - 


a" 
SAT. NOV. 18 & SUN. NOV. 19 


Special Two Night Club Engagement, 


THE MIGHTY 
MIGHTY << BAY STATE CABARET 


BOSSTONES _.BAY STATE HOTEL 
SAT. - 630 prn, 18+ 41 Strong Ave., Northampton, 584-8513 
SUN. - 8:00 prn, AllAges 


Spring Heeled Jack 
SAT. NOV. 18 - 9:00 PM Fri, 11/10: 
Downstairs - Free with Bosstones Tix 


THE BOGMEN®> Sat. 11/11: 


CENTER: 


LONESOME 
BROTHERS, COYOTES 


MOTLEY KRISTOFFERSON, 
STASH 


NEW RADIANT STORM KING, 
PURPLE IVY SHADOWS 


Blue Monday: no cover 
Mon. H1/13: ED VADAS & 
THE FABULOUS HEAVYWEIGHTS 


BAY STATE ELECTRIC OPEN: 
Weds. 11/15: featuring MAL THURSDAY & CHEETAH, 
SOBA JERKS, PAINFUL DEATH 
no cover = sign up at 9 PM 


DARLING PICASSOS 


INCREDIBLE CASUALS, 
MISS REED 


ANGRY JOHNNY & THE KILLBILLIES, 
HUMBERT 


Fri, 11/24: ROCK GODS FROM CHICOPEE, TOMMY 
ji : TWILITE ORCHESTRA, DONUT KINGS 


Sat. 11/25: BIG BAD BOLLOCKS 


THE VERONICA CARTWRIGHTS, 
Thurs. 11/30: Se ane MULCANEY 


EVERY MONDAY is BLUE MONDAY with 
ED VADAS, THE FABULOUS HEAYYWEIGHTS 
ABSOLUTELY FREE BLUES, Never @ cover ch 
Tickets tor all shows available at N'ton wednesday, IT'S THE BAY STATE ELECTRIC OPEN 
Box office 586-8686, 1-800-THE-TICK, s begins at 9 PM 
trawberries, For The Record in Amherst; 
About Music in Greenfield 
10 Pearl Street, Northampton 
413-584-7771 


Thurs, 11/9: 


Emmit Swimming 


Si eee | 
SUN. NOV. 19 - 2:00 PM 


THE BATTLEFIELD 
BAND 


TUES. NOV. 21 - 7:30 PM, 
KORN <> Thurs. 11/16: 


COMING TO PEARL STREET... |) (7711/7 
44/23 THE SIGHS 
41/24 TEEN NIGHT 

1/25 THE EQUALITES 
42/1 TREE 

2/0 GOV'T MULE 
42 CHUCKLEHEAD 


Sat. 11/18: 


S subject to change 


THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER 9 


41 Strong Avenue, 
Northampton, 584-8513. The Coyotes, rock 
and roll, 10 p.m. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café, 79 Main Street, 
Amherst, 253-0679. Max Cohen, electric- 
acoustic-quitarist-songwriter like you've 
never before seen, 8 p.m. 

Fire and Water Café, 5 Old South Street, 
Northampton, 586-8336. David Muehsam 
Tho, jazz masters, 9 p.m. 

Hadley Pub, Rie. 9, Hadley, 586-3880. Open 
mike blues jam. 

tron Horse, 20 Center Street, Northampton, 
586-8686. R.L. Bumside, electric guitarist 
coaxing out eerie Delta blues, 7 p.m. LiR, 
Irish “nuclear-powered” rock that doesn 
burn, 10 p.m. 

Katina’s, Rie. 9, Hadley, 586-4463. 
Selectrocution dance party. 18+ 

Mole's Eye Café, 4 High Street, Brattleboro, 
(802) 257-0771, Open mike night, 8:30 p.m. 

Pearl Street, 10 Pear! Streel, Northampton, 
584-7771, Knuckle Sandwich with The Low- 
Fi Big Band, Nigel 6, and The Mitchells, hot 
and cool local ska, 7:30 p.m. All ages. 18+ 
dance party, 9 p.m. - 1am, 

Theodore’s, 20! Worthington Street, 
Springfield, 736-6000. Sugar Blue, incendi- 
ary blues from an excellent harpist, 10 p.m. 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 10 


\ feasant Street, 
Northampton, 584-2491. Cameron's Way 
and Evelyn Swoons, in-your-face rock and 
roll, 9 p.m. 18+ 

Bay State Cabaret. Motley Kristofferson 
with Stash, hard rock, 10 p.m. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café. Ross Robinson, 
singer/songwriter, 8 p.m. 

Ground Restaurant, 25 Eliott 
Street, Brattleboro, (802) 257-0855. Sunk in 
the Funk, 10 p.m. All ages. 

Fire and Water Café Steven Clair, Albany 
‘songwriter makes his FWC debut, 8 p.m. 
Ferg’s Jazzmen, 10 p.m. 

Green River Café, 24 Federal Street, 
Greenfield, 773-3312. Cormac McCarthy, 


Reggae has been imported from Dakar, Senegal. Call it African roots 
reggae, a slow, spirited rhythm that reverberates with social ideals. 
The Black Rebels say their name “signifies a feeling of power and 
racial and human equality.” Their lyrics bridge four languages — 
Creole, Wolof, French, and English. Be a part of the unity and see 
the Black Rebels perform at the Iron Horse Music Hall (586-8686) music, 9pm. = 1 
lin Northampton on Supday, November 12 at 10 p.m. 


SATURDA\ 
NOVEMBI 
Alley Oops: Anan 


Pants, grungy roc 
p.m, 18% 
Bay State Cabar 
with Purple Ivy SP 
Black Sheep Caf 
blues, 8pm. 
Common Ground 
electric psychejaz 
Fire and Water C 
Pamela \Nonick, \ 
Matterbabies, Alb 
Green River Café 
grass, 9p.m. 
Hook 
Brattleboro, (802) 
Crossing, crisp ar 
Iron Horse. Janis | 
literary songwriter 
Katina's. Selectroc 
Mikara’s, 270 Coo! 
7113. Clover with 
Day? Twisted ear- 
Mole's Eye Café 
rhythm and blues 
Pearl Street. // 
rock" band gone 


Theodore’s. [he \ 


New Hampshire songwriter sings strong 
folk, 9 p.m. 

The Hotel Northampton, 36 King Street, 
584-3100. The Mark Nomad Band, a \op- 
Notch guitarist in the genre of Stevie Ray 
Vaughn, 9 p.m. 

tron Horse. Quetzal, the eight-member 
world-beat Latin-American band, 7 p.m. 
Trailer Park, pure rock meringue with sax, 10 
pm 

Mole’s Eye Café. Djinn, a NYC rock band 
with a tight sound and killer riffs, 8 p.m, 

Pearl Street. Ben Harper, acoustic virtuosity 
stirring the sentiment in your soul, 8 p.m, 
18+. Retro dance night, 9 p.m. = 1 a.m. 
21+ 

Theodore’s. Chris McDermott and Wild 
Combo, an eclectic mix of blues, rock, and 
rockabilly, 10 p.m. 


Williston Northampton School 
Theatre, 19 Payson Avenue, 
Easthampton, 527-1520, ext. 286, The Jazz Belfast-born story 
Mandolin Project, a blend of folk-inspired p.m 
jazz, funk, and hyper-bluegrass with a touch 


of mandolin, 9 p.m. Doors open 8:30 p.m. 
World War Il Club, 50 Conz St., SUNDAY 
Northampton, 586-3314. Karaoke night 


blues band, 10 p 
Unitarian Univer: 
Lake Drive, Spring 


Campus Cent v T 
College, Amher 
Smither,acoustic 


THE GROTTO 


All Progressive / Modern Rock 


Wed: 18+ 
Thurs: 21+ 


Bar ¢ Nightclub * Open 5pm-lam 
25 West Street * North 


NOW OPEN! 


(7 Days a Week!) 
Dancing Wed. - Sat 

Fri: Gay Night 18+ 
Sat: 21+ 


AS 


mpton ¢ 586-6900 


SEISIUN NIGHT: 


Sundays 10 - 12:30 am 
NOVEMBER 12 
e HAL BENOIT 
e CHET KEEFE 
NOVEMBER 19 


e THE MAGGIES 
e RAY MASON BAND 


HOMEGROWN 


CONCERT SERIES 
EVERY THREE WEEKS 
Wed. 10 - 12:30 am 


NOVEMBER 22 
e ANY ONE BUT BEN 
DECEMBER 6 
¢ THE LONESOME BROS. 


¢ NORTHAMPTON, MA e 


Selectroceut 


— Dance Party ; 


vi 


584-9903 


ALEX MUSIC 


Fire and Water Café. Pangaea, Boston Third- 
URDAY = (etit*t” Streamers, 8 p.m. John Cantalini and Friends, 
VEMBER 11 fusion, 10 pm 


Green River Café. | ynn Hardy and Donna 
Hebert, a duo of singing fiddlers, 9 p.m. 

Iron Horse. Freedy Johnston with Walter Salas 
Humara, the thinking man’s rock poet, 7 p.m. 
The Black Rebels, reggae, 10 p.m 

Brewery. Hal Benoil, smooth 

folk, 10 p.m. Ceep (The Chet Keefe Band), 11 

p.m. 


Oops. Amanda’ Dirty Secret and The 

s, gfunigy rock paired with funky rock, 9 
+ 

tate Cabaret. New Radiant Storm King 

Purple Ivy Shadows, 10 p.m. 21+. 

Sheep Café, Rambiin' Dan Stevens, 

s, 8 p.m. 

von Ground Restaurant. Schileigho, 


ric psychejazz, 10 p,m, All ages, DAY R 
nd Water Café, (0 8, pianist, 7 p.m. NC SVEMB 

ela Nonick, NYCeltic songwriter, 9 p.m. E 
erbabies, Albany superstars, 10 p.m. 

‘River Café, Maple Ridge, local blue- Bay State Cabaret Blue Monday wih Fd 


5, 9 p.m. 

#Dunham Theater, Main Street, 
leboro, (802) 254-5559, Salamander 
sing, crisp amphibious bluegrass, 8 p.m. 
orse: Janis lan with Ellen Cross, a folksy 
ry songwriter, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

t's. Selectrocution dance party. 18+ 

t's, 270 Cooley Street, Springfield, 796- 

. Clover with Redbeilly. Heard of Green 

' Twisted ear-splitting rock, 10:30 p.m, 18+ 


p.m. Sign-up at 6:30 p.m. Schieigho, electric 
psychejazz, 9:30 p.m, 
tron Horse. Holly Cole performs a "jazz noir” 
evening of the Tom Waits oeuvre, 7 p.m. 
Mole’s Eye Café. Open blues jam, 8:30 p.m. 
Pearl Street. Jefferson Starship featuring Paul 
Kantner and Jack Casady, going acoustic, 8 
p.m. 21+. 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 14 


Hadley Pub. Open mike night 
tron Horse. Donna Lee with The Pickelts, honey- 
coated country, 7 p.m, 


Open mike night with 
Dana Robinson, folksinger, 10 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


NOVEMBER 15 
Bay Winks Cabaret Bay Stale elecinc open, 9 


Fite a and Water Café. Word on Wednesday 
featuring Michael DiMartino’s primal poems, 
Sign-up at 6:30 p.m. Star Drooker, acoustic 
soul, 10 p.m 

tron Horse. eKoostik Hookah with Percy Hill, a 
high-energy progressive jam, 10 p.m, 

Pearl Street Gay dance night, 9 p.m. - 1 am. 
21+ 


JANIS IAN Zn 
plus ELLEN CROSS 7 pa 
Tho Thinking Man's rock post 
FREEDY JOHNSTON 
bs WALTER an HUMARA 7 pm 


‘Theodore’s. Anson Funderburgh and the 
Rockets with Sam Myers, 10 p.m. 


Berkshire Brewing (Co. Promo Night 


Eye Café. D.D. and the Road Kings, 
mand blues, 8 p.m. 

Street. Poi Dog Pondering, an “alternative 
band gone big, 8:30 p.m. 18+. Club 

5, 9pm. - 1am, 21+ 

ore’s, The Movers, this year's best Boston 
band, 10 p.m. 

ian Universalist Society, 245 Porter 
Drive, Springfield, 562-3990, Tom Lewis, 
st-born storyteller sings salty shanties, 8 


IDAY NOVEMBER 12 
is Center Frontroom, Amhars! 

ge, Amherst, 586-8686/542-5773. Chris 
er, acoustic blues, 8 p.m. 


91 to Rt.9 Eas 
Seat 


U PCOMING 
This Friday, 


‘Lone GREEN HAIR | 
December ist 


High-Tech and others T.B.A. 


Flirtation! 


arty 


: d ere: ‘ Music Line-Up 
HT|OPEN Mic NiGit 


Tuesdays 10 - 12:30 am 
12 NOVEMBER 14 
¢ DANA ROBINSON 
NOVEMBER 21 
¢ CHRIS VIBBERTS 


“It's the Only Beer in Town!’ 


Live Acoustic | 


THE BI BLACK ‘REBELS i “4 * 


WRK) Jazz-nolr diva sings Tom Walts 


HOLLY sia _ 


DONNA LEE 2 and ous 
THE st 7pm 


a KOOSTIK HOOKAH 

and PERCY HILL 10 pm 
ACR) Pride & Joy/HB0 stand-up comic! 
SUZANNE WESTENHOEFER 
7& 10pm APvny 
Pride & Joy presents folk rebellion 
disappear fear my 
plus ALISON PIPITONE 7 pm 

Exquisite and ominous rock 


ce DAD 10 tele ty 
WRN. 
tie 


$ 
POUSETTE-DART BAN BAND sis 
AACS Burlington & Slovakia Bands! 
CHIN HO! 
plus SKULPEY 10 pm & 
EUURER Guitar hero shreds the night away 
STEVE MORSE BAND 7 pm 
LP8 Elegant solo jazz plano 
McCOY TYNER = AK 
“Street of London” Brit songwriter 


Thursday, November 16th 


ee 


Dance Club / Bar & Billiards 
1 Pearl St. Northampton 


586-9155 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHTS 


10pm to 3am 


88 Pleasant St.Northampton 


WED. - SAT. 9-1 
WORLD CLASS SOUND & LIGHTS » HOUSE MUSIC 


WED. - GAY NIGHT 

HOUSE MUSIC WITH STEVE KOLAK 

THURS. - BOOMER NIGHT cover 30) 
FRI. & SAT. DANCE CLUB 


* Valet Parking 
* Now accepting private parties 


492 PLEASANT STREET 


RALPH McTELL 7pm 
NORTHAMPTON, MA THE FINEST Chicago Mues harp 
TEL. 582-9898 JUNIOR WELLS 1 pm 


LWT World beat percussion & winds 

TONY VACCA & 
TIM MORAN 7pm 

BFL Ireland's #1 contemporary band 
THE SAW DOCTORS 7 ym 

MUL Funky Innovation & grooves 
MICHAEL GREGORY & 
JERUSALEM 7 pm 

LF48 4 Piece acoustic Band 


JORMA KAUKONEN ae 


COMING: World Saxophono Quartet with 

(David Murray, Sholla E., Wayne Toups, Ellis Paul, 
Vinx, Johnny Adams, Tabu Ley Rochereau, Geno 
Delatose, Archie Shepp, Bo Diddley, Stanley Jordan, 


Smoking Lounge 
21 Center Street 


1 

ave Patty 
See 
16. 18. 
Dave nid 
Gregory 

Northampton MA. He = Dance Floor! 
aarti i ia 20 CENTER ST., NORTHAMPTON 


: Zino tf 

ze. Live lomcercarimno nem |30- 

handel & Woaeltiky » till Annie ALL AGES — ATETR BEBE 
— Ificqmor iLficemse  |wenz RES Thatta bihithin 


Duke Robillard, NRBQ 


— le ~~. 


Op 
FEZZIWIGS 
— CFO 


BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


Art Books, Kip’s BOOKS 


Resumes 


Melinda Erickson, CPRW 


Certified Professignal notre Writer 


BUDD | 3 8 cctSE Ries 
253-9600 | Free Geers" 


> Cover Letters x. HALF PRICE 
aa a GERSLEAP 1 Boltwood Walk, Amherst, MA 
Mergtr ct icaiseel Rexame. Bonk Electtonc Retort 253-2922 


TROUBADOUR 
BOOKS 


* 21 Books on Camus vl 
* 13 Books on Tillich ‘ 
* 13 Books on Gypsies 


Immigration Law 


Attorney 
John L. Melanson 
533-3070 


Free Initial Consultation 


Rte. 5 N. Hatfield 
247-3028 


HAVe YOU Been 
The Optimist 
SEARCHING HIGH gnp Poy ag oa" help you. 
Place a classi- 
fied ad with us 
and get 15% off 
your first run. 


FOR THAT JUST-RIGHT 


EMPLOYEE? © © 


Simply call the Classified Department and ask to be in the 
Employment Section. 
Dial (413)586-7070 


and sit back and relax as you reach 50,000 readers a week. 


rRadical Book Fai 
Thousands of titles from over a dozen radical book sellers 


Labor History: Post-Modernism: 
Marxism * Black Studies * Amarchism: 
Cosltuval Studies * Surrealism: 
Women's Studies * Situationist 


Saturday, November 18, 1995 


Noon until 6:00 p.m. 
Also: 8:00 p.m. Joel Kovel will speak on radical 
ecological politics 


Montague, Massachusetts 


o 


PARADISE COPIES. WE'LL GO TO GREAT LENGTHS. 
30 CRAFTS AVE * NORTHAMPTON ° 5 


timist/Literary Optimist 


Bears 


Responsibility is a bear that makes me dance. 
I am raising two children 

in the country. 

They ask, “Why can’t we move to the city?” 


There’s a late summer drought. 
Leaves hang on stems so thin, 
that any breeze 

even one bringing rain 

will propel them away. 


My life is overgrown with grape vine. 

I’m pruning the grape vine, 

so it will bear fruit. 

Stems lie around me 

like choices not made, routes I will never take. 
I’m happy to stand on this spot. 


My son’s guitar blares from the 

open windows of the house. 

He's thirteen. He has the amp up to ten. 
He's into distortion. 

He wants to join a rock band, 

dye his hair green, 

and get a tattoo. 


He stops playing and yells, Ma, 
can you drive me to the mall? 
I tell him 

I have joined the bear clan. 
The survival of bears 

depends upon me. 

I'll teach him 

how to find honey, 


Nov. 9 - 15, 1995 


nne Brudevold is a writer, electric jazz violinist, and horse rider who settled 
Awe: in Pelham with her family after moving 18 times in 19 years. Ms. 
rudevold has had poems published in numerous journals, and currently 

serves as assistant fiction editor for the Amherst literary journal Peregrine. 


how to trust that all the answers 
to all the questions 
lie within. 


“That's sappy,” he says. 
He has his own bear, 
that roars and wails. 
Not a maternal bear, 
but a wild, magnificent, 
electric bear 

with a phase shifter. 


Dog 


We had to put that dog down. 
What else could we do? 

She was howling like Christmas, 
then, between howls, 

her eyes caught your every motion 
and filled you with attention. 

She was longing to be set free. 


The earth is still a beautiful place. 

The sun strikes each leaf with a unique light. 
The humble being of a dog lingers. 

It will fade, like light. 

You know it will be like this when you go, 


too. 


A sudden stillness — 

the astonished dead eye 

meets the live. The line is drawn. 

The scene replays itself over and over, 
coming so quick, lasting so long, 

and the strict infinite gate 

that opens in between. 


LOCAL SPACE FOR 
LOGAL WRITERS 


Send us your poetry, prose or short story to 
13 Old South Street, Northampton, MA 01060 


BEST-SELLING BOOKS IN THE VALLEY 


Fiction 
1. Snow Falling on Cedars, by David Guterson. 
(Random House, $12) 
2. The Ghost in the Closet, by Mabel Maney. 
(Cleis Press, $10.95) 
3. The Case of the Not-So-Nice Nurse, by Mabel 
Maney. (Cleis Press, $9.95) 
4. The Thin Woman, by Dorothy Cannell. 
(Bantam Books, $4.99) 
5. All the Deadly Beloved, by Deborah Adams. 
(Ballantine, $5.99) 
6. The Case of the Good-For-Nothing Girlfriend, 
by Mabel Maney. (Cleis Press, $10.95) 


7. Miracle in Maggody, by Joan Hess. (EP Dutton, 


$20.95) 

8. The Hundred Secret Senses, by Amy Tan. 
(Putnam, $24.95) 

9. “L” is for Lawless, by Sue Grafton. (Holt, $24) 


10. Northern Borders, by Howard Frank Mosher. 
(Doubleday, $11.95) 


1. A Civil Action, by Jonathan Harr. (Random 
House, $25) 

2. Lies My Teacher Told Me, by James Loewes. 
(New Press, $24.95) 

3. Reasonable Creature, by Katha Pollitt. 
(Random House, $11) 

4. The Redress of Poetry, by Seamus Heaney. 
(Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, $22) 

5. Reviving Ophelia, by Mary Pipher. (Ballantine, 
$12.50) 

6. Sex Memoirs, by David Brinkley, (Random 
House, $25) 

7. My American Journey, by Colin Powell. 
(Random House, $25.95) 

8. Emotional Intelligence, by Daniel Goleman, 
(Bantam Books, $23.95) 

9. Material World, by Peter Menzel. (Sierra Club 
Books, $20) 

10. Sisters, by Carol Saline. (Running Press, 
$27.50) 
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Record Reviews 


anna i. 

Let’s face it, most live albums are quick one- 
offs that artists toss together to fulfill a contrac- 
tual obligation, but The Indigo Girls — Amy 
Ray and Emily Saliers — have put a lot of care 
into the assembly of 1200 Curfews, their live dou- 
ble disc set. While most live albums serve to doc- 
umenta specific concert or tour, the material on 
1200 Curfews ranges from 1992 to the present 
(with one 1982 home recording tossed in). The 
27 tracks here include the obvious, like peren- 
nial crowd pleaser “Closer to Fine,” as well as the 
obscure, like Emily Saliers’ emotional take on 
“Midnight Train to Georgia.” 

While the duo has always come across as rather 
staid in the studio, 1200 Curfews captures the 
spirit and energy of their live performances. Not 
only do we get a sense of the chemistry between 
Ray and Saliers, we also get to experience the 
bond they share with their fans. Fueled by the 
energy of their audience, the Georgia pair cuts 
loose, especially Amy Ray, who is a true rocker 
at heart, Her raspy vocals tear into Neil Young's 
“Down by the River,’ and her electric guitar work 
soars on “Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee.” In 
their usual fashion, the Indigo Girls show their 
commitment to their fans by clocking in at over 
two hours, including one bonus track. 

What’s Inside 
Annatrading, RCA 

Like Richard Thompson and John Hiatt, Joan 
Armatrading is a singer-songwriter who has 
never gotten her due. Despite a loyal fan base, 
commercial success has eluded her throughout 
her 21-year career. The singer's greatest claim to 
fame occurred when Tracy Chapman hit it big 
and was called “the next Joan Armatrading.” 


Joan 


Armatrading’s latest release, What's Inside, is 
amoody, atmospheric piece, which in a perfect 
world would knock Mariah Carey off the charts. 
“In Your Eyes” isa smoky faux jazz number, while 
“Lost the Love” has a bluesy quality that would 
sound at home on a Robert Cray album. The 
success behind What's Inside lies in the arrange- 
ments and production. Armatrading is backed 
by an ace band that includes current Rolling 
Stones bassist Darryl Jones and drummer Manu 
Katche. These musicians give her adequate sup- 
port while letting her vocals and guitar work 
shine. Her current label, RCA, is giving this album 
a big push, so maybe Armatrading will get that 
long-overdue recognition. 

Ask For It — Hole, Caroline 

Ask For Itis a chance for listeners to check out 
Hole in the days before Courtney Love's media- 
grabbing antics overshadowed her music. This 
collection EP was recorded in the early 90s for 
the band’s original label, Caroline. It includes 
three original Hole tunes and three covers; the 
majority of the material was recorded in 1991 
for a John Peel BBC radio show, With only six 
tracks, Ask For Itdoesn’t have a whole lot to offer, 
and will most appeal to collectors and/or diehard 
fans. There are early versions of two of the best 
tracks off their breakthrough album, Live 

Through This: “Doll Parts” is done acoustically, 
while “Violet” rocks even harder than on its 
major-label incarnation. The real gem here is 
the band’s cover of Lou Reed’s “Pale Blue Eyes,” 
in which Love manages to sound venomous and 
vulnerable in the same breath. The cover photo 
of a pair of slashed wrists has caused some folks 
to squirm, but then we can’t expect a Courtney 
Love project to be controversy-free. 

— Sheryl Hunter * 


Ubon 


What's Spinnin’ inthe Valley seem 


. Papas Fritas — S.T. (Minty Fresh) 

Zeke Fiddler/New Radiant Storm King — Magic Eye (7”) (Magic Eye) 
. Skinner Pilot — New Sun (7”) (Good Sin) 

. Scud Mt. Boys — Knievel (7”) (Sub Pop) 

. Tizzy — New Jersey (7”) (Chunk) 


. Mavericks — Music For All Occasions (MCA) 
Sonny Landreth — South of I-10 (Zoo) 


_ 


\Qpptimist/Record Review 


. Terry Evans — Puttin’ it Down (Audioquest) 
Rodney Crowell — Jewel of the South (MCA) 
. Alan Jackson — Greatest Hits (Arista) 


wpwen- 


FOLK/ 


COUNTRY 


— 


. Smashing Pumpkins — Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness (Virgin) 
. Joan Armatrading — What's Inside (RCA) 

. Grateful Dead — Hundred Year Hall (Grateful Dead Records) 

. Cypress Hill — Temples of Boom (Columbia) 

. Green Day — Insomniac (Reprise) 


uUPeEn= 


~<_ 


ALTERNATIV 
E/COLLEGE 


_ Phil Woods Quintet — An Affair to Remember (Evidence) 
. Wayne Shorter — High Life (Verve) 

. Carmen McRae — For Lady Day II (RCA) 

. George Gershwin — Piano Rolls II (Nonesuch) 

. Anthony Davis — Epistémé (Reissue) (Gramma Vision) 


JAZZ 


—SEr—/'o 


uUbtwne 


. Benedictine Monks — Chant II (Angel) 

. Holst — Planets (DGG) 

Vanessa Mae — Violin Player (Angel) 

. Helen Huang — Various Piano Works (Teldec) 
5. Sequentia — Dante and the Troubadours (BMG) 


Classical 
> od N= 


lei cere 


—__+______— page 25 


To See 


WOMENS 
AND 
MENS 
CLOTHING 
ON 
CONSIGNMENT 


Something 


Personal, 


TUES.-SAT. 10-6 
529-9285 


Turn to page 42 


Emme = EASTHAMPTON 


+ OVATION + MAPEX -IBANEZ 


[HOUSE OF TICKETS 


: z 
2 
FA MR eTORE 2 [WORCESTER | SPRINGFIELD 
g 5 1/20 OZZY |] 11/13 GREEN DAY} 
cd G OSBOURNE 
A Storewice Discounts FF | ALBANY 
5 Rweny Day! 2 | ma wate 12/19 PHISH 
. of , 12/2 WHITE 
4 On) late a a ZOMBIE MULLINS CENTER| 
= leeti STADE 12/4 &5 PHISH 
g SIC: jon of brane! FF a I 
z= MAGS aa 11/22 CANDLE BOX BOSTON 
1 Guitars * Drums 4 12/2 PHISH } 11/11 JETHRO TULL} 
5 *xAmps *Folios 3 12/4 RED HOT 12/6 RED HOT 
3 PA Equipment 2 |_ CHILI PEPPERS CHILI PEPPERS 
: *& Accessories ra PATRIOTS vs. 
Eq Used band instruments also 5 Indianapelis : 
3 available : 
z 138 Main St., Greenfeild FA BRUINS * CEL 
= (413) 72-2444 4 OTS * GIANT 
a Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5 = 


* ROLAND - MARSHALL + KORG + 


Recording Studi 


We are specialists in recording Demos, CDs, 
& Radio & TV Commercials 


We offer 2 acoustically adjusted rooms along with our 
Mackie 24 track board, Alesis adats Sony DAT & lots of 
outboard equipment. We will work with our clients to 
make sure their tapes are perfect! 
Very Reasonable Hourly, Daily & Weekly Rates. 


2 LPR Productions 
Old Village Rd., Shelburne MA 


625-9036 
D.B.X.* Apex® Mackie 


De 


My, 


If you're a poet or prose 
writer, submit your work to 
Literary Optimist, Optimist 
Publications, 13 Old South St., 
Northampton, MA 01060 or 
e-mail to optimage@aol.com. 


ART 
EVENTS/EXHIBITS 


NOVEMBER 9 
HUNGARIAN PKOTOGRAPHER LASLO LUGO 
LUGOS! will give a lecture in conjunction with the opening 
of his photography exhibit in the Photograph Gallery at 
shire lege The lecture will take place in the gallery 
iu Call Sandra Matthews at 582-5447. 
NOVEMBER 10 


ANIMA RISING. NAGA Productions presents a performance 
art celebration of the divine feminine at the Northampton 
Center for the Arts (584-7327) at 8 p.m. Jewell, Lilith, Joan 
Bredin-Price, Dana McCoy, Rythea Lee, Tracy Vernon, and 

juest artists will perform. 

DISAPPEARING BUDAPEST. a black and white photo- 
Bae exhibit by Laslo Lugo Lugosi, opens in the 

tography Gallery at Hampshire College with a reception 
to be held November 11 from 7-9 p.m. show runs 

prea  L 30, Call Sandra Matthews at 582-5447. 


BRICKMILL STUDIOS AND GALLERY js hosting an 
artists’ reception for artists exhibiting new work in a show 
called Eleven, at the gallery in Ware from 7 ~9 p.m, Julia 
Fullam will perform music, show runs through January 
31. Call Pat Bock at 967-8177 

KATAGAMI: JAPANESE TEXTILE STENCILS, an exhi- 
bition focusing on the centuries-old Japanese tradition of fab- 
fic printing, opens at the Williams College Museum of Artin 
Williamstown (597-2429) and shows through next year. 

NOVEMBER 15 

MASTERS OF ANIMATION (continued), a film explorin 
Eastern European and Japanese computer animation, will be 
held in Carnpus Center Room 905 at UMass at 12:30 p.m. 
Call 545-0792. Free. 


AN IMPRESSIONABLE VOYAGE The Sonnet Library 
and Museums will sponsor a trip to The Boston Museurn of 
Fine Arts and the Worcester Art Museum on December 2. 

Call travel coordinator Irene Hayward at 736-8956. 

IN SEARCH OF RUSSIAN BALLET A few seats are still 
available for the Springfield Library and Museum's trip to the 
Moscow State Ballet's performance of The Nutcracker at New 
Haven's Palace Theater on December 14, Call travel coordi 
nator Irene Hayward at 736-8956, 

AMHERST LIFE, legehc he by Richard Hooke exploring 
groups of people at the Farmers’ Market and Putter's Pond, is » 
on display in Burnett been bos Jones Library in Amherst 

By through Nove if < 

18ST ART ALUMNI EXHIBITION js on display in the 
Arno Maris Gallery at Westfield State College (568-3311) 
through December 2. The show brings together works by 
Westfield artists Edith Casey, Marjory Lehan, John O'Connor, 
Joan Steinmeyer, and Richard Tancrati as well as other local 
artists. 

AUTUMN IN THE PIONEER VALLEY, a collective show 

Ee he acd Sandra Boston, Paul Franz, and Michael 

O'Bannon inser the subtle grandeur of foliage season, is 

showing at Joel McFadden Designs in Greenfield (772-1003) 

Ih November. 
AND THE PHOTOGRAPH, an exhibit by Thomas 

Eakins showing not his recognized realist paintings but a rare 

collection of photographs, will be on display in the Mead Art 

Museum at Amherst College (542-2335) through November 


26. 

AN EXHIBIT OF OIL PAINTINGS by artists Barbara 
Johnson and Larry Preston is on display in the Hart Gallery at 
the Guild Art Centre in Northampton through November 25, 
Call Gallery Director William Baczek at 586-4278, 

HUMAN INS, an exhibition by Mira Cantor of 
drawings and sculpture boldy exposing the human figure 
through provocative humor, is on display in the Main Gallery 
at Hampshire College (582-5544) end November 22. 

IN TWO WORLDS: IPHIC ART BY MODERN 
SCULPTORS is on display at he Mead Ant Museum at 
Amherst College (542-2335) through December 20. The exhi- 
bition explores the visual realm of modern art between 2-D 
cc 3-D and includes a newly commissioned drawing by Sol 

eWitt. 

INSPIRED BY DREAMS. a public showing of African tribal 
art objects from the private collection of Charles and Blanche 
Derby of Northampton, is on display at the Springfield 
Museum of Fine Arts (739-3871) and shows through 


etl 25, 

THE ISITY OF VISION, WORKS IN GLASS AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS, an exhibit by Bauhaus artist Josef 
Albers, shows at Smith College Museum of Art in 
Nort! ton (585-2770) through December 17, 

ITALY REVISITED, a collection of paintings of the Italian 
Countryside by Pietra Barrasso, is currently on display in the 
Sales and Rental Gallery of the Springtield Museum of Fine 
Arts (739-387 1) through Janu 

a Series of three works by contemporary artist 
denny Holzer, is an exhibit comprised of granite sarcophagi 
that are aligned with vertical LED signs and has been called 
a meditation on death, The exhibit is on display at the 
Williams College Museum of Art in Williamstown (597-2429) 
through next year. 

LA Vil INE: PARIS IN PRINTS, an exhibit of late 
19th- and early 20th-century prints that chronicle bourgeois 
prosperity, moral decadence, and artistic bohemianism, is on 


Consentino 


1a 


Cynth 


Deadline for calendar submissions is the Monday one week before 
publication. Please direct all material to Calendar Editor, Optimist 


Publications, 13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060. 


a hs ee eee ae “mea (>2e 


h December 20. 
(“reminder of death”), an exhibit by Anita 


Hunt it rating actual gravestone rubbings in her mono- 
type cxhith, shows at the Nacul Gallery in Amherst (256- 
8025) through November 30, 

MIXED MEDIA WORKS by Jack Braudis, Liz Toffee, Valerie 
McQuillan, and Mary Lou Wragg are on display at 
Nashawannuck Gallery in Easthampton (529-9393) through 
December 31 


PAINTINGS BY KEITH W. HOLLINGWORTH is on dis- 
play at ae Gallery in Northampton (584-2753) through 
emt 


PEASANTS AND “PRIMITIVISM”. French Prints from 
Millet to Gauguin is on display at Mount Holyoke College Art 
Museum in South Hadley (538-2245) through December 17. 
JECENT | "ELS, a series of soaring figures over rural 


landscapes by Northampton 
artist Linda Post, is on dis- 
play in R, Michelson Gallery 
in Northampton (586-3964) 
the Novernber 24, 
Lil OF NEW 
ENGLAND, an exhibit of 
lintings by Mary Ann and 
lobert Wordsworth, shows: 
at Forbes Library Art Gallery 
in Northampton (586-0489) 
through November 28, 


here in the Springfield Art 
ate ieee The exhibit is on display through 
TOKENS OF AFFECTION, an exhibition by Northampton 
artist Elizabeth Solomon of miniature portraits of the Pioneer 
Valley, is on display in Nort! ton's City Hall Gallery (586- 


6950, ext. 269) fs Novem 
TRANSPORTA' BLUES. a series of serious and 


humorous paintings by Louise Minks (367-2800), is on dis- 
lay at Steeplejack's wurant in Sunderland: h 
27, The exhibit is partially funded by a Leverett 


Cultural Council 3 

WHAT ABOUT AIDS? the first national traveling exhibit high- 
hing be science of HIV/AIDS, is on display at the 
Springfield Science Museum (739-3871) next year. 
The exhibit combines personal stories, photo essays, com- 
Puter programs, video, and hands-on exhibits to educate 
people about AIDS. 


BODY/MIND 


Cynthia Consentino, a graduate student at the University of 
Massachusetts, created this ceramic piece, entitled 
“Guardian.” It’s part of Ceramics Northeast, a juried show 
of ceramic art by area artists. Herter Art Gallery (545-2096) 
also presents the work of four guest artists: Mary Lou 
Alberetti, Walter Hall, Judy Moonelis, and Josh Nadel. Come 
to the opening reception at the gallery on Wednesday, 
November 15 from 5 — 7 p.m. and meet your guardian. 


NOVEMBER 10 

FREE FOOT HOTLINE. Volunteer podiatrists will be avail- 
able to give foot care information to callers as part of their 
annual conference held this weekend in Sturbridge. Call 
(800) 518-3338 from 9 a.m. — 5 p.m, today only. 

“THE MANAGEMENT OF IETES.” A {ree educational 
series du dog Lip and oral drug use and acute com- 
plications will be held in Providence Hospital's conference 
foom from 7 ~ 9 p.m. Call 539-2938. 

NOVEMBER 13 - 16 

DIABETES EDUCATION. A series of diabetic education 


rams is offered by the patient education cht tied at 
coiled Bae dal Ra dell 
the Deliso Conference Center at 2:30 p.m. in Springfield. Call 
748-9024 to register. 
NOVEMBER 1 
ARE YOU FIT FOR FIFTY (OR 60, OR 70...) and young 
at heart? This specialty class combines low-impact aerobics, 
strength, and flexibility training and is held by Ana Copen at 
the Barn Studio in Amherst on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m, Call Fitness in Motion at 259-1064. 
“BECOMING A VEGETARIAN.” Holyoke Hospital will pre- 
sent a public itl ‘on planning flavorful, meatless meals 
with Dell, Registered Dietitian and local TV personality, 
at 7 p.m. Call Sharon Casey or Nancy Coley at 534-2599, 
Bring your taste buds. 
NO! 15 
FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS. The Greenfield Eye Center 
teams up with nurses from the Visiting 
Nurse Association to provide glaucoma 
screenings, blood pressure, and glucose 
level screenings at Stop and Shop pies 
in Greenfield from 11 a.m. —1 p.m. 
Cail 1060 or (800) 244-1060. 


NO’ ER 16 

EXAMINE YOUR COLON and reduce 
your risk for colon cancer with a free lec- 
ture and screening at e Hospital's 
auditorium at 7 p.m, Call ron Casey or 
Nancy Coley at 534-2599 to pre-register. 


ONGOING 


bings sabe, stp. an sfengh arr 
ings ics, step, and st train- 
ing the Barn Sud at 20 Dicoson 
‘Street in Amherst Mondays - Thursdays 
from 6 = 7 p.m. and Sun from 3-4 
p.m. Call 259-1064. 

GIVE THE “GIFT OF LIFE” and get a 
jump on holiday shopping when you 
donate blood at Mercy Hospital's Blood 
Bank this month. Donors receive gifts 
courtesy of Milton Bradley and LEGO. 
Hours are daily 8:15 a.m. - 4 p.m. with 
Wednesday and Thursday hours extend- 
ed to 7 p.m, Call 748-9511 to make an 
appointment. 


My 
filardian 
Angel 


It guards your treasures, 
it keeps your secrets, it 
watches your back. 


HEARTHSTONE EXPRESSIVE ARTS. An evening of cir- 
cle dancing, sound, chanting, and mime is held every 
Wednesday at Sirius Community Octagon in Shutesbury from 


7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Bring your instrument, 1s, dances, and 
to share, Call Gerrish at 259-1829. 

.KING RACE AND LOVE, a discussion group for people 
in interracial relationships, meets monthly in Amherst to share 
eo experience and discuss racial issues. Call 256- 

1 


YOGA — basic movement for all levels offered by Elisha Sisou 
is held at the Barn Studio in Amherst from 6 - 7:15 p.m. Call 
253-9701 


CHILDREN/YOUTH 


NOVEMBER 10 

“CHOO CHOO CH’BOOGIE.” Put on engineer's cap 
and take an imaginary train ride at the Children’s Museum in 
Holyoke at 10:45 a.m. and 11:30 a.m, Suitable for children 
ages 3-5. Kids will learn to make their own boxcar. Call 536- 


“A WHOLE LOT OF HOLES." Arcadia Nature Center and 
Wildlife Sanctuary will offer a program for preschoolers ages. 
3 1/2 -5 exploring the nature of holes in the woods from 10 — 
11:30 a.m. Call 584-3009 to pre-register. 

BE A MINI MINTUEMAN, Bove in grades 2-8 can sign up 
for practices beginning today in the Mullins Center at UMass 
at 9 a.m. and appear in half-time shows for upcoming 
Minutemen games with St. Bonaventure on January 27 and 
George Washington on February 24, Call Ed Schilling at 545- 


15, 1995 


4904, 

NOVEMBER 13 

THEATRE CLASSES will be offered by Double Edge Theatre 
in Creative Dramatics for children ages 6 - 10 from 3:30 -5 
par and bees for youth ages 11 and up from 5:30 -~7 p.m. 

id at the ng Memorial Library in Ashfield, Call Felicia 
ll at 628-0277, 

NO! IBER 15 

“SSO WHAT?” Mozart comes to life on the stage of 
Symphony Hall in Springfield as the Springfield Symphi 
Sod presents a youth concert at 9:45 and 11 a.m. Call 


CASTrS/, 
WORKSHOPS 


NOVEMBER 9 

“MEN AND FATHERING,” a pane! discussion led by Rob 
Okun, will be held at Bangs Community Center in Amherst at 
7:30 p.m. The event is co-sponsored by the Men's Resource 
Center (253-9887) and Amherst Leisure Services, 

PROFESSIONAL STRATEGIES 

FOR CHALLENGING SEXUAL HARASSMENT” js the 
first of a two-part workshop that will be presented by Tom 
Landis-Schiff, co-director of the Men's Resource Center, at 
Amherst Regional Junior High School in Amherst, The event 
~ prereered by Amherst Leisure Services (256-4065) and 


NOVEMBER 12 

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP fcr all levels of experience will 
be held at Florence Community Center from 10:30 a.m. -5 
p.m. Call Paula Gottlieb at 625-8250. 


ONGOING 


COMPUTER TRAINING js offered at Pioneer Training in 
Hol Call 536-1030 for a schedule of courses, 

q ISIVE COMPUTER WORKSHOPS are offered by 

the Center for Business and Technology at Springfield 

nee Community College in November, Call 781-1317 or 
1-1314, 

WOMEN’S CREATIVITY GROUP combining discussion 
and art making meets the second Wednesday of each month 
in Northampton and the first Monday of each month in 
Greenfield from 6:15 ~ 9 p.m. Call Paula Gottlieb, MFA, at 
625-8250. 


AANCING 


AMHERST INTERNATIONAL FOLKDANCING meets 
every Friday night at Bangs Community Center in Amherst 
from 8 - 10 p.m. Live music is performed the first Friday of 
every month, Call Eva and Gene at 549-6748 or Cindy and 
Dennis at 3: 

CLASSICAL BALLET. Employing the Cecchetti method, 
ongoing classes for pre-school to advanced level dancers 
are held at the Barn Studio in Amherst, Call Hildegarde 
sag at (508) 544-2046, 

JAZZ DANCE CLASSES for adulls are offered at the 
Northeast American School of Dance in Northampton, Mixed- 
level class meets on Fridays from 6:15-7:45 p.m, anda 
beginner's class meets on Wednesdays frorn 7:30 - 8:45, 
p.m. Call 584-8521. 


EVENTS 


NOVEMBER 10 

AN AMERICAN CLUB CRAWL. An event to benefit the 
Friends of Aids Care of Hampshire County, the Club Crawl 
will begin at Packards in Northampton at 7 p.m,, moving to 
the Northampton Brewery at 8 p.m., onto the City Café at 9 
tue and Fitzwilly's at 10 p.m. The party ends at Pearl Street 

aan at 11 p.m. Call Carol Hyde at 584-1985, 

THE MAGNI AMBERSONS (1942), a drama by 
Orson Welles about the declining magnificence of an 
American dynasty, will be shown in Wright Hall auditorium at 
Smith en (545-2190) at 7 and 9 p.m. Free, 

VEMBER 11 


AN ARTS AND SERVICES AUCTION sponsored by 
Valley Women's Martial Arts (527-0101) will be held at the 
Northampton Unitarian Society from 2-5 p.m. The event is. a 
benefit to raise money for student scholarships. 

BUY SOMETHING UNIQUE The 23rd annual Antiques, 
Crafts, and Arts Fair sponsored by the Amherst Women's 
Club will be held Novernber 11 at the Amherst Regional 
Petia School from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call Lillian Scott at 


50 YEARS OF PEACE-MAKING. The Venerable Veterans 
of the Peace Movement will share their stories at a banquet 
and feast of fair tales at Traprock Peace Center in Deerfield, 
Call 773-7427 to reserve a seat. 

JOURNEY INTO FEAR. Vermont comic artist Stephen 
Bissette presents a scholarly slide show of horror, crime, pun- 
ishment, and censorship from the 12th - 20th century, The 
event will be held at the Inn at Northampton at 4 p.m. to ben- 
efit the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund. Call 586-6967. 

A“SMART” AUCTION. Academy Hill Schoo! in series 
Mecca eh) will conduct a fund-raising auction in 

‘Duffie School's Rutenber Hall at 7 p.m. Some of last 
Hada items included a weekend stay on the water in 
sham, a private flight to Nantucket, an admiral's birch, arid 


an Afghanistan prayer carpet, 
A HITCHCOCK MYSTERY 39 Steps, a film about a man 


wing to clear himself of a murder charge by finding the real 

killers, will show in Wright Hall auditorium at Smith Collage 
(585-2190) at 2 and 4 p.m. 
)VEMBER 11 - 12 

DOLL, TOY, AND TEDDY BEAR SHOW The largest show 
of its kind on the East Coast sets up at the Big E in West 
eee this weekend from 10 a.m. -5 p.m. Call The 


NORTHAMPTON COMI J BOOK CONVENTION will fea- 


ture over 50 retailers and publishers along with headline 
artists Berni Wrightson and Joe Jusko at the Inn at 
Northampton today and Sunday from 10 a.m. ~4 p.m, Call 
the Words and Pictures Museum at 586-8545, 

NOVEMBER 12 

TO SWEETEN LIFE Invite your friends and family to a day 
of live music and feast on a on chocolate dessert buffet at 
the Northampton Center for the Arts from 2-5 p.m. The 
Friends of AIDS Care/Hampshire County will host the benefit. 
Call 584-6142. 


Ov. 9 - 15, 1995 


GLB EVENTS/INFO 


ONGOING 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL YOUTH PROJECT o{ 
the Pioneer Valley in Northampton (584-4213) offers support 
groups and activity programs, AIDS and safer sex informa- 
tion, and mentor programs to any teen under 19 who is gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, or questioning their sexual orientation, 

GLBT COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY REFER- 
RAL SERVICE lists “gay friendly’ agencies and private 
practice clinicians, as well as workshops, therapy groups, 
and orev Call 586-2627. 

HIV-NEGATIVE MEN'S SUPPORT GROUP (or gay and 
bisexual men is stil forming in Northampton, The group 
meets at the Family Planning Council of Western 
Massachusetts Conference Room on Mondays from 7 ~9 
3 ‘m. Sponsored by the STEAM 

°roject of the Family Planning 
Council's AIDS Allies Program. Call 
Mark or Joe at 747-5144. 


LECTURES 


NOVEMBER 9 

“RADICAL ROOTS, SOCIALIST 
VISIONS, SONGS AND STO- 
RIES OF JEWISH RADICAL. 
ISM,” a multi-media presentation 
by Joel Saxe, a documentary film- 
maker and professor at Greenfield 
Community College, will give a 
lecture in Hampden Gallery at 
UMass (545-0680) from 7:30 - 
9:30 p.m, 

“THE ROLE OF INTERNATION. 
AL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
MEDIATING AFRICAN CON- 
FLICTS" |s the keynote address 
by Olara Otunnu of the 
International Peace Academy in 
New York, beginning the sympo: 
sium on Peace in Africa, to be held 
in the Converse Assembly Room 
at Amherst Collage at 4 p.m. Call 
542-2740 or 542-2032 

“WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN 
BEIJING?” Jil| Sheffield, presi 
dent of Family Care International, 
will speak about her experience at 

the conference and its implications 


d DaXOpIONE 


for the problem of overpopulation. The talk will be held in the 
Wright Hall common room at Smith College (545-2190) at 8 


m. 

NOVEMBER 10 

“SOUL SOUNDINGS ~ MEASURES OF INITIATION" js 
a lecture by Mary Trainor in which participants can learn to 
recognize crises as a Call to live their intended lives. The talk 
will be held at Oasis in Amherst from 7 ~ 9 p.m. Call 256- 
4995 for reservations. 

“THE STATE, CIVIL SOCIETY, AND LEADERSHIP IN 
WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA," a talk by Claude Ake 
of the Centre for Advanced Social Sciences in Nigeria, will be 
held in the Alumni House at Amherst College from 10 a.m. ~ 
noon, From 2~ 4 p.m., Michael Clege of the Center for 
International Affairs at Harvard University will discuss similar 
issues in East and South Africa, Call 542-2740 or 542-2032 

NOVEMBER 11 

A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION wit! panelists Jean- 
Frangois Bayart of the Centre pe les Etudes et Récherches 
Internationales in Paris, Jane Guyer of Northwestern 
University, Nantang Jua of the University of Buea in 
Cameroon, and Achille Mbembe of the University of 
Pennsylvania will be held in the Alumni House at Amherst 
College from 9 a.m, - noon, Call 542-2740 or 542-2032, 

NOVEMBER 13 

“THE CURRICULUM” js a lacture by the faculty of The 
Hartsbrook School, held in Piening Hall at the school in 
Hadley (586-1908) at 7:30 p.m 

“LOVE ACROSS THE COLOR LINE: The Letters of Alice 
Hanley, 1907 ~ 1908,” a talk by UMass professor Kathy Peiss, 
explores a relationship between an Irish-American woman in 
Northampton and her black male lover in Springfield. The talk 
will be held in the Dickinson House Living Hoo of the Five 
College Women's Studies Research Center at Mount Holyoke 
at 4:30 p.m. Call 538-2022. 

REA TAJIRI, internationally acclaimed video- and film-maker, 
will introduce two videotapes — History and Memory: for 
Akiko and Takashige (1991) and Yuri Kochiyama: Passion for 
Justice (1994) — in Franklin Patterson's Main Lecture Hall at 
Hampshire College at 7:30 p.m. Call 256-8316. 


Qptimist/c a 


NOVEMBER 14 

“GYM PERIODS AND MONTHLY PERIODS,” a talk by 
Martha Verbruggae, a Five College Women's Studies 
Research Associate from Brucknell University, concentrates 
the historical debate on exercise and menstruation. The lec- 
ture will be held in the Dickinson House Living Room of the 
Five College Women's Studies Research Center at Mount 
Holyoke at 7:30 p.m. Call 538-2022. 

NOVEMBER 15 

“THE ANASAZI OF CHACO CANYON, NEW MEXICO.” 
Mike Young, professor of geology and astronomy at Westfield 
State College, will present a video and slides of his recent 
Sierra Club service tnip in G Building, Room 309, at Holyoke 
Community College at 7:30 p.m. Attendees should park in 
the conference lot. Sponsored by the Pioneer Valley Group of 
the Sierra Club, Call 592-5705. 

Fi FILMMAKER REA TAJIRI continues her residen- 
cy at the Five Colleges and will show video excerpts from her 
new feature, Strawberry Fields, in Herter Hall 227 at UMass at 


Born in Galveston, Texas, Dr. Frederick Tillis explores the essence of life — 
nature, love, dreams, fantasy — through his poetry. His music compositions 
weave African rhythms together with threads of jazz. Tillis, director of the Fine 
Arts Center and much-loved jazz performer, will combine his saxophone talents 
with his flair for poetry in a unique performance on Tuesday, November 14 in the 
Augusta Savage Gallery at UMass at 7 p.m. Call 545-5177. 


8:30 p.m. Call 256-8316. 

“VIEWS AND RE-VIEWS OF AMHERST.” Former curator 
of the Amherst History Museum Perry Thompson will give a 
Noontime talk on his book of the same title at the Amherst 
History Museum (256-0678), 


MEETINGS/ 
CONFERENCES 


NOVEMBER 10 

GREEN TARA MEDITATION. Geshe Lobsang Tsetan, 
Tibetan Buddhist monk from Ladakh, will conduct a quiet 
hour of meditation in the Wright Hall common room at Smith 
College (545-2190) from 5-6 p.m, No previous experience 
needed. 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL ANIMAL BEHAVIOR MEET- 
ING sponsored by the department of biological sciences will 
hold an opening reception Friday in Neilson Browsing Room 
at Smith College from 7 ~ 10 p.m. The conference continues 
Saturday 8 a.m. ~ 5 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m. — noon in Seelye 
Hall. Register in Seelye Hall's first-floor foyer. Call Betty 
McGuire at 585-3856. 

NOVEMBER 14 

THE NEW ENGLAND COMPUTER SOCIETY will spon 
sor a meeting of the Win95 Special Interest Group (SIG) from 
7~9 p.m. Public is welcome, Call 529-0257 for location. 

“WINNING WITH SMALL BUSINESS,” a workshop co- 
sponsored by the UMass Small Business Vedio ha 
Center (737-67 12), will be held at the Chicopee Chamber of 
Commerce from 8:30 ~ 10:30 a.m. The workshop is designed 
for businesses in the start-up stage or beyond. Participants 
will learn fundamentals and marketing, 


NOVEMBER 15 
THE NEW ENGLAND COMPUTER SOCIETY will spon- 
sor a meeting of the Beginner Internet SIG at Mallard 


Electronics in West Springfield from 7 = 9 p.m. Public is wel: 
come. Call 529-0257 
NOVEMBER 16 


Are you Tired of 
Hanging Around 
the house? 
Are you Ready to 
Get Back to 
School? 


+ New Walters Buildings 
| A Pre-College and cars 
Program for + American Flyer 
Low Income 


Tinplate ~ 1930's 


cw ey || 


Women 


High School Diploma or GED required. 
Program Length and Times: 
One semester (14 weeks), 20 hours a week, 
Monday - Thursday 
Next start date is January 1996 


For information call: (413) 774-3131 ext. 327 or 
stop by Greenfield Community College, Room N330 


Open Wed. - Sun., Noon - 8pm 
676 Missing Link Road 


Bellows Falls, VT (located on Rte. 5 North) 


(802) 463-4575 


Call Today For Great Prices 
on Quality heating oil 
521-0194 


Serving the Greater 
Northampton / Easthampton area 
& surrounding communities 


12-14 CENTER STREET at MARKET SQUARE 
CHICOPEE, MA 01013 


¢ Advent Wreaths & Candles 
Kneeling Santas 
¢ Nativity Sets 


549-5111 


Open Monday - Saturday 


79 Rear Union St., Easthampton 
PLUMBING 527-0291 
FUEL & SERVICE 527-0194 


MA LICA12939 


CT.LIC 


FolkTree and LampLighter present 


O.J. SIMPSON TRIAL PROSECUTOR 


Saturday Nov. 18" * 8PM 
at John M. Greene Hall 
Smith College in Northampton 
Tickets are $15 student, $20 public 


or $65 reception included. 


$65 ticket includes a catered reception 
with Christopher Darden at the Smith 
College Club (Faculty Center on 
College Lane) from 6 PM to 7PM, 

plus preferential reserved seating. 


$15 and $20 are general admission. 


Tickets on sale now at the 
Northampton Box Office 
(Thorne’s Market) 

by Fone (413) 586-8686 
or 1-800-THE-TICK 


Talkin 


about the trial 
the verdict, the aftermath 


Followed by questions and ansv 


A portion of the proceeds to benefit local shelters for battered women 


ars with the audience 


Te _ 


GP 


CCSMAUMi«z IH 


Guide 


H eidi’ S Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00a.m.-7p.m. 


Restaurant 


Celebrate 


Teaco 


¢ ROAST NATIVE TURKEY ¢ 


With All the Fixings and many of your other favorites too 
¢ Breakfast Served 8a.m. - Ia.m. ¢ 


Reservations recommended for parties of 8 or more. As always, walk in’s welcome 


480 Granby Rd. (Rte. 202) South Hadley 533-9231 


Pauls Elizabethis 


Comfort in a cold climate 
Hearty warming natural foods 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
150 Main Street, Thornes Marketplace 
584-4832 


First Malaysian Cuisine in town. 
Great lunch, Good price for 
Great Quality Food. 


WE ARE HERE FOR 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


253-7888 OR 253-0287 
Take-Out Service available 
Open 7 Days A Week 
13 North Pleasant Street ¢ 


Amherst, MA 01002 


- Try Something Hot & 
| Different For Your Holiday 
| arty This Year! 


IV Se 


SPECIAL RATES FOR PARTY-SIZE ORDERS | 


LARGE VARIETY OF BURRITOS | 
BEAN-CHICKEN:BEEF-SHRIMP: | 
VEGETARIAN | 


1BOLTWOOD WALK, 
AMHERST, 253-4000 


Is now serving a 
Supper Special! 
4:30 - 7:30 
Monday - Friday 


Enjoy the Entree of the day, a small 
frozen yogurt and a cup of coffee for just 


At Bananarama in Northampton 
186 Main Street 


amunity Calendar 


ORs 


THE NEW ENGLAND COMPUTER SOCIETY will sponsor 
@ meeting of the Advanced Internet SIG at Mallard Electronics 
inWest Spr id from 7 -9 p.m. Also, the IBM OS/2 will 
meet at St School of Business in West Springfield from 
7-9 p.m. Public is welcome. Call 529-0257. 

NOVEMBER 10 

PUBLIC SKY-GAZING will be offered al the observatory at 
the Springfield Science Museum at 8 p.m, Viewers will 
observe the Pleiades star cluster and the Andromeda Galaxy. 
Call 733-1194. 

NOVEMBER 11 

OBSERVATORY OBSERVING will be conducted by the 
Amherst Astronomy Association at Amherst College Wilder 
Observatory at 9 p.m. Call Tom Whitney at 256-6234. 

PLANETARIUM SHOWS The Amherst Astronomy 
Association will conduct a free public planetarium show at 
Amherst College Bassett Planetarium at 4 p.m. Appropriate 
for all ee Call Torn Whitney at 256-6234. 

SOLAR OBSERVING. A free public solar observing will be 
held at 1 p.m. on the Amherst Town Common for all ages. 
Sponsored by the Amherst Astronomy Association. Call Tom 
Whitney at 256-6234, 

NOVEMI 16 

“WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?” Arcadia Nature Center 
and Wildlife Sanctuary will host a eye-opening program of 
things outdoors that scare people. The program will be held 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. and is suitable for children over 8, Call 584 
3009 to pre-register. 


A LARK IN THE PARK. Five organizations al Holyoke 
Heritage State Park in Holyoke offers visitors recreation, pro: 
grams, and cultural exhibits, Park Visitors’ Center, Children’s 
Museum, Merry-Go-Rund, Heritage Park Railroad, Volleyball 
Hall of Fame, and Heritage Crafts are open this fall. Call 534- 
1723. 


PERFORMANCES 


NOVEMBER 9 

SAEKO ICHINOCHE AND COMPANY, a unique dance 
company from New York City, combines an appreciation of 
the traditions and art forms of Japan with American contem- 
porary dance. The performance will be held in Bowker 
Auditorium at UMass at 8 p.m. Call 545-2511 

NOVEMBER 10 

CAPRICCIO STRAVAGANTE, a chamber ensemble from 
France, will present a concert of Baroque and Renaissance 
instrumental and vocal music in Buckley Recital Hall at 
Ambherst College at 8 p.m. Call 542-2195, mornings. 

THE CHILDRI HOUR by Lillian Hellman opens at the 
Florence Community Center in Florence tonight and Saturday 
at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. The NoHo Players of 
Northampton perform a serious adult play about a young 
‘schoolgirl who uses a rumor to bring tragedy to the head- 
mistresses. Not suitable for children. Call 586-6407 for tickets. 

A NIGHT OF TALENT. The very first annual faculty-student 
talent show will be held in Sweeney Concert Hall at Smith 
College's Sage Hall (545-2190) at 8 p.m. 

PRINCESS IDA, Valley Light Opera's performance of Gilbert 
and Sullivan's production, will be performed at Amherst 
Regional High School Auditorium Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m. Call 256-4065. 

NOVEMBER 11 

THE FANTASTICKS in the classic boy-meets-girl style will be 
performed by the Center Stage Theater Company at the 
Guiding Star Grange in Greenfield tonight at 8 p.m, and 
Sunday at 2 p.m., continuing through next end. Call 772: 
1087 or 584-6712. 

GIANTS AT SYMPHONY HALL The Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra will present the concert Musical Giants at 
Symphony Hall in Springfield at 8 p.m. Beethoven's Violin 

oncerto and Shostakovich's Symphony No. 10will be per- 
formed. A discussion of the program will be given by Maestro 
Smith in the Old First Church at 7 p.m, Call 733-2291. 

YOU DON’T NEED A PUB to enjoy this concert. The 
Hartsbrook Waldorf School presents a Harvest Home concert 
of popular early music from the 16th and 17th centuries, 
including some Insh drinking songs, in Piening Hall at the 
school in Hadley at 7:30 p.m. Call 586-1908 (day) or 586- 
9600 (evening). 

NOVEMBER 11 - 12 

FATE ON THE MISSISSIPPI. Commonwealth Opera pre- 
sents Show Boal, the authentic American musical by Roger 
Hammerstein and Jerome Kern, opening at the Fine Arts 
Center Concert Hall in Amherst at 8 p.m. and continuing 
Sunday at 2 p.m. Call 586-8686 or (800) THE-TICK. 

NOVEMBER 12 

MEMORIAL CONCERT TO HONOR POLISH COM. 
POSERS. A special concert in memory of Joseph and 
Josephine Czaja will be held at the Springfield Museum of 
Fine Arts at 2 p.m. Violinist Joanna Kurkowicz and pianist 
Michael Friedlander will perform. Call 263-6800. Free, 

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS IN WINTER. The second annual 
series begins with a performance by soprano Sudie Marcuse- 
Blatz and pianist Maureen Burford Cohen at Temple Israel in 
Greenfield (773-5884) at 4 p.m. Songs by UMass alumnus 
Charles Turner, former Northampton resident John Duke, 
Haydn, Mozart, and Schubert will be performed. 

NOVEMBER 13 

A HILARIOUS EVENING Sleeveless Theatre's advanced 
comedy improvisation class will perform at The East Street 
Studio in Hadley at 8 p.m. Call 584-6211 

ST. PETERSBURG STRING QUARTET will perform a spe- 
cial scholarship benefit for Musicorda in Chapin Auditorium at 
Mount Holyoke in South Hadley at 8 p.m. with a pre-concert 
informance at 7:15 p.m. Call 548-2560 for tickets. 

NOVEMBER 14 

LONE NOTE ON THE SAXOPHONE. Dr. Frederick Tillis, 
poet, educator, and director of the Fine Arts Center at UMass, 
will perform an evening of saxophone music and pom in the 
Augusta Savage Gallery at UMass (545-5177) at 7 p.m, 

NO’ IBER 15-16 

ROCK OPERA MUSICAL Chess, a musical written by 
Benny Anderson, Bjorn Ulvaeus, Tim Rice, and Richard 
Nelson, will be performed in Bowker Auditorium at UMass at 8 
p.m. The performance is based on the chess grand champi- 
‘onship between Bobby Fischer and Boris Spaasky. Call the 
UMass Theater Guild at 545-0415 or the FAC box office at 
545-2511 

NOVEMBER 16 

BONES AND BARS The trombone choir and the UMass 
Marimbas will give a concert in Bezanson Recital Hall at 


9-15, 1995 


UMass at 8 p.m. A new, five-octave marimba will be unveiled. 
Call 545-2511, 


POETRY/PROSE 


NOVEMBER 9 

ADOPT-A-READ. Editor Susan Wadia-Elis and contributors to 
The Adoption Reader will read from their anthology at 
Collected Works in Brattleboro (802-258-4900) at 7:30 p.m. A 
reception will follow in the Café Beyond. 

NOVEMBER 12 

LINDA LEONARD, author of Meeting the Madwoman, The 
Wounded Woman, and Creation’s Heartbeat: Following the 
Reindeer Spirit, will conduct a workshop and signing at the 
Unitarian Society in Northampton from 1-4 p.m. The event is 
co-sponsored by Beyond Words Bookshop. Call (617) 876- 
4600. 


NOVEMBER 13 

BILINGUAL READING. Danish poets Kirsten Hammann, 
Janus Kodal, and Susanah Torn will read in Danish and 
SL eh at Wootton's Books in Amherst (253-2722) at 8 p.m. 

POET DOUG ANDERSON, author of 7he Bamboo Bridge 
and The Moon Reflected Fire will speak in Scibelli Hall audito- 
rum at Springfield Technical Community College (781-7822) 
at 9:35 and 10:40 a.m, 

NOVEMBER 14 

SCOTT TUROW will read as part of the Amherst College visit: 
onene series at Wootton’s Books in Amherst (253-2722) 
at 8 p.m. 


NEW CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP with Danie! 
Horne will focus on developing individual voice in all forms of 
creative writing, The Amherst Writers and Artists-sponsored 
workshop is held Wednesday evenings in the Amherst area. 
Call 259-1145, 

STARHAWK READING GROUP in Amberst is offered for 
women, focusing on The Filth Sacred Thing and other books 
by writer/activist Starhawk. Explore ideas of Gaia conscious- 
Ness, magic, and social change. Call 256-6610. 

TEENAGE WRITING GROUPS are offered by Danco of the 
Letters Writing Center in Amherst on Thursdays from 2:45 ~ 
5:45 p.m. (for girls in 8th~ 11th grade) and on Fridays from 
2:45 — 5:45 p.m. (a co-ed group for youth 10th - 12th grade). 
Call Ani Tuzman at 256-0614, 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


NOVEMBER 9 

‘SUPPORT GROUP FOR FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS of people suffering from Alzheimer's disease or 
other dementia will meet at the Geriatric Authority in Holyoke 
(536-8110) from 7:30 - 9:30 p.m, 

NOVEMBER 14 

AN ORAL-FACIAL SUPPORT GROUP will meet in the 
Deliso Conference Center at Mercy Hospital at 7 p.m. The 
meeting is vii by the Weldon Center for Rehabilitation, 
Call 748-68: 

FEELING GREAT. Mercy Hospital's LIFE (Living is Feeling 
Exceptional) cancer support group will meet at the Wornen’s 
Pavilion in Springfield from 6:30 ~ 8:30 p.m. Call 748-9080. 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS of people suffering from Alzheimer's disease or 
other dementia will meet at Mary Lane Hospital in Ware from 7 
~9 p.m. Call 536-8110. 

NOVEMBER 15 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS o} rene suffering from Alzheimer's disease or 
other dementia will meet at the Chicopee Visiting Nurses 
Association in Chicopee from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Call 536-8110. 


ONGOING 


ADULT CHILDREN GROUP (or those in search of healing is 
forming. A heart-centered approach is offered by Holly 
Levinson, LICSW, at 584-7363, 

DUAL RECOVERY ANONYMOUS, a sell-help group for 
people in recovery from both substance abuse and emotional 
Of psychiatric illness using the 12-step approach, meets 
every Monday from 7:15 - 8:45 p.m. at the Starpoint Club in 
Northampton, Call Norma at 5548, 

GAY Mil THERAPY GROUP js a facilitated group 
offered in Amherst and open to new members, Call GLBT 
Counseling and Psychotherapy Referral Service at 586-2627. 

THE HIRE COU! WARMLINE js a peer sup- 
porv/counseling phone service available to all area residents 
who need a friendly ear. The service runs Friday - Monday, 6 
~ 10 p.m. Call 586-6818. 

INCEST SURVIVORS GROUP is offered in Chicopee to 
new members. Call GLBT Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Referral Service at 586-2627. 

POST-OP TRANSSEXUALS SUPPORT GROUP js now 
forming to meet monthly in the Valley. Call GLBT Counseling 
and payed: lerral Service at 586-2627, 

SINGLES SUI GROUP {or men and women over 30 
will explore being single, past relationships, and difficulties 
with being in a primary relationship. The group meets 
Sundays from 7:30 ~ 9 p.m. in downtown Amherst. Call 
Rebecca Reid at 253-5494. 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY is a group offering support and guid- 
ance for your spiritual path and includes soul advancement, 
inner healing, and deepening the heart. Call Holly Levinson, 
LICSW, at 3B 7363, 

WOMEN AND RELATIONSHIPS THERAPY GROUP for 
women who want to improve their relationships with others 
meets Mondays from 7 ~9 p.m. in Amherst with a new group 
forming that will meet Thursdays from noon ~ 2 p.m, Call 
Rebecca Reid at 253-5494. 

WOMENSONGS, a heart-centered support and therapy group 
for women in transition, is now forming, Call Holly Levinson, 
LICSW, at 584-7363, 


VOLUNTEERS 
ONGO 


FRIENDLY, RESPONSIBLE, AND SERVICE-ORIENTED 
volunteers are sought ys Holyoke Hospital to staff the 
Information Desk in the front lobby. No experience necessary, 
bilingual skills are welcome. Call Deborah Long Smith at 534- 


2568. 

ZOO ON THE GO PROGRAM, sponsored by the Forest 
Park Zoological Society in West Springfield, needs volunteers 
to help bring animal education to schools. Volunteers will be 
eed trained before assisting in the program. Call 733. 
2251 
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Community Chal 


by Sharon Bass 


week has its good and bad points. Good 

because I don’t have weekly deadlines 
to contend with amidst my more-than-hec- 
tic daily schedule. On the other hand, I do 
miss the regular contact I have with my 
readers on my off-week. Oh, well, such is 
life. 

Speaking of writing, Lesbian Health 
News, a bimonthly newsletter, is looking for 
stories. Especially needed are articles on 
breast cancer, AIDS, lesbian motherhood, 
spirituality, mental health issues, and bat- 
tered lesbians. So if you’ve got a story to tell, 
send it along to: LHN, PO Box 12121, 
Columbus, OH 43212. Confidentiality, I am 
told, is assured. 

Ms. Behavior’s Guide to Gay & Lesbian 
Etiquette, a new book by New York author 
Meryl Cohn, has just hit the shelves, In fact, 
not only can you find it at The Globe 
Bookstore in Northampton, you can also 
meet Cohn there on November 30 at 7:30 


I ve found that writing Chat every other 


QOptimist/News 


p-m. Her book has been described as “the 
first ever wry, humorous, reliable guide to 
living as a gay person ona primarily straight 
planet.” 

It consists of 49 chapters of sometimes 
funny, sometimes corny (Erma 
Bombeckish), flippant advice. A sampling 
includes: Your Cervix and You, Donning a 
Dress: Do Real Men Do Drag?, Size Queens, 
Codependent If You Want Me to Be, Should 
You Ever Do It on the First Date? and Ex- 
Lovers Are Forever. Anyway, some of you 
may already be familiar with Cohn’s Ms. 
Behavior columns, which appear in Bay 
Windows, Village Voice, and the Boston 
Phoenix. 

One year ago, a group of local people with 
mental health disabilities banded together 
to start a theatre troupe. They got their act 
together, so to speak, and now call them- 
selves the Noho Players. On November 10, 
11, 12, 17, and 18 they will perform Lillian 
Hellman’s Children’s Hour at the Florence 


Introducing the 


LESBIANVILLE PHONECARD! 


Lesbian 


Northampton, 


U. 


Mas 


Community Center on Pine Street. Tickets 
are $7 for general admission and $5 for 
senior citizens. “It’s almost absolute perfect 
timing for the Domestic Ordinance thing,” 
says Howard Burrage, director for the Noho 
Players. Children’s Hour deals with lesbian- 
ism, ignorance, and homophobia. For more 
info you can call Barrage at: (413) 586-6108, 

Next Friday (November 17), venture over 
to Third Wave in Northampton at 7 p.m. 
for an evening of poetry recited by locals 
Carol Potter and Jan Freeman. They will 
read some of their new works. 

It’s been just about a year since Wild Iris 
hit the Northampton scene. To be precise, 
November 12 will mark the women’s gift 
store’s first anniversary, and to celebrate there 
will be an open house complete with enter- 
tainment, door prizes, refreshments, and a 
storewide 10 percent discount on everything 
but consignment stuff. So if the spirit moves 
you, any time between noon and 5 p.m. on 
that date, venture down to 7 Old South Street 


Gay * Lesbian * Bisexual * Transgendered 


GLBY ==, 
RefennalService. 


1-413-586-2627 
Western Massachusetts Area 


LAURA FE ARBEITMAN 


*ATTORNEY AT LAWe 


¢ Family law for gay, lesbian and 
traditional families ¢ Second parent 
co-adoptions ¢ Real estate 


64 Gornic STREET ‘TBL.(413) 586-8538, 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060-3042 Fax (413) 585-5125 


Sharon Bass 


and see what all the hoopla is about. 

Also at Wild Iris; Saturday, November 18 
at 8 p.m., the Sappho-nics, a local lesbian 
chorus, will perform. And on Wednesday, 
December 6 at 7:30 p.m., cuddle up with 
others and free popcorn to watch the over- 
rated near-classic Desert Hearts. 

So, don’t forget to tell me all. Just give me 
a call — (413) 586-7070 — 

or write to: Sharon Bass, Community 
Chat, Optimist, 13 Old South Street, 
Northampton, MA 01060. I’m open to 
anything. 


Great Cuts,Great Prices! | 
Anne Leger-Hairstylist, Sole Proprietor} 


A relaxing full service salon 


Spring Rd., 
Belchert 


9757 euC, 


A Women's Beachfront Guest House in 
the DOMINICAN REPUBLIC! =} 
at fs pool or jacuzzi, stroll 
vate beaches, relax. 
Spaciaus, private, tranquil. 
All rooms have private bath. 
¥; Reasonable rates. Brochure, 
reservations, more info: Hill Van 


The area's largest 


selection of gifts, 


It contains 10 minutes of telephone calling time! 
Get it for Emergencies, or just to hear a far-away Loved One! 
Collectible. Designed by Northampton artist Wendy Simpson. 


How can women get one? 


For more information, pick up the October issue of THE 
LESBIAN CALENDAR at Pride & Joy, Third Wave Books, & 
Wild Iris Gifts in Northampton; Food for Thought Books in 
Amherst; Readers' Feast in Hartford; Sister's at the Pub in 
Springfield; World Eye Books in Greenfield; & Everyone's 
Books in Brattleboro. 

Or send $3 for the October issue to: TLC Productions, 
351 Pleasant St, #132, Northampton, MA 01060 


new and used 
books by, for 


and about 


feminist 
booksellers 


(413) 586-7851 90 King St., Northampton, MA women. 
Fiction ® Nonfiction * Biography * Herstory ® Politics & Theory * Health # Recovery 
© Children Parenting * Mystery © Scifi * Arts © Crafts © Music 
Come explore Northampton’s newest women -owned business, 
check calendar for event info. 


Fri. Nov. 10, 7pm, Lierre Keith reads from her new novel Skyler Gabriel. Women only; 
booksigning and reception 
Fri. Nov. 19, 7pm, Love, Angst, and Erotica: new work by award winning poets Carol 


Potter and Jan Freeman 


Qptimist/Cur rent Project 


~— Bile the Big Apple 


Murphy’s Vampire sports decent fangs 


by Jeff Allard 


ure, vampires are hipper than ever now, 
S thanks to one of their periodic vogues. But 
fang followers of old yearn for those bet- 
ter, redder days before vampires went the way of 
ablack mascara-ed thirtysomething— you know, 
when Gothic meant castles and cobwebs, not 
faux existentialism. With that in mind, Eddie 
Murphy’s Vampire in Brooklyn provides — if 
nothing else — some welcome respite from the 
cycle of ennui that has struck the mid-’90s vam- 
pire film. With not one but two pseudo-existen- 
tial black-and-white fang flicks haunting art- 
house theaters this year (Nadja and The 
Addiction), Vampire in Brooklyn remembers the 
halcyon days when vampires had no remorse. 
With the blaxploitation films of the’70s mak- 
ing a popular resurgence, the thought of a Blacula 


Keeping him from her is a mortal would-be suit- 
or, her detective partner, Justice (Allen Payne). 
One element of Vampire that'll throw most 
audiences off — if not out of the movie alto- 
gether — is Murphy’s evil turn as the title char- 
acter. There’s never any question that Max is the 
villain of the piece. As such, Murphy plays the 
part as required — essentially straight. The best 
comedy lines are given to prominent supporting 
players Kadeem Hardison and John Witherspoon. 
Murphy’s “funny” lines are as groaningly bad as 
“{d like to have you... for dinner.” Eessh! If it’s a 
stretch for Murphy to play Max, it doesn’t show 
— mostly because the part doesn't call for much 
more than a smooth/cheesy Jamaican accent 
(apparently a black vampire hailing from 
Transylvania was thought to be too much). 
Vampire may have been a move of career des- 


*82’s Swamp Thing was a good-natured adap- 
tation of the DC comics character, made at a 
time when superheroes and fantasy were hot, 
but it bombed anyway. Craven, one of the best 


Jamaican accent. 
By melding styles, Vampire becomes an 
uneven trade-off for its creators’ respective gen- 


res. By the end of the film, you still won't be sure 
if you've watched Murphy trying to dabble in 


With the modern vampire mired in trendy broodisms, Murphy deserves some 
credit for playing a creature of the night who is not on Prozac. 


for the ’90s doesn’t seem like a bad idea, 
Unfortunately, Vampire doesn’t ever quite hit the 
camp heights — or hit enough serious horror 
notes — as Blacula. Murphy plays Maximillian, 
the last existing male vampire, who heads to New 
York City in search of police detective Rita Veder 
(Angela Bassett), who is unaware of her vampire 
heritage. Max is hoping to seduce Veder into the 
vampire world and so continue to populate the 
world with future generations of bloodsuckers. 


peration for Murphy, but it feels more like a pet 
project (the screenplay was written in tandem 
with his brother Charles), Besides, if someone 
is looking for a sure-fire return to riches, they 
don’t turn to Wes Craven (A Nightmare on Elm 
Street, The Hills Have Eyes) to direct it. 
Craven has tried the blockbuster game before 
— picking up properties that seemed geared to 
draw a bigger mainstream crowd than the cut 
ting-edge horror flicks he made his name on. 


writer/directors in the genre, works best as a 
maverick trend-setter, not a follower. The lack 
of Craven’s personal stamp on Vampire's screen- 
play (especially after his ambitious, highly per- 
sonal Wes Craven's New Nightmare) makes this 
feel like a hired gun mission, hanging far out- 
side the richer body of Craven’s work, It also 
points to the on-off nature of his talents — he 
usually follows artistic success with a subsequent 
misfire. 


darkness or Craven trying to make it in the 
“straight” world. Even so, it’s still a better hor- 
ror/comedy than that bastard hybrid has pro- 
duced in recent-years. With the modern vam 
pire mired in trendy broodisms, Murphy 
deserves some credit for playing a creature of 
the night who is not on Prozac. But by being 
only sporadically funny or scary, Varnpiredoes- 
n'tneed a stake through its heart to kill its chances 
at the box office. * 


Bruce Talamon 


The gleam is metallic like that of an artificial hip, yet brighter 


surreptitious, divine A funky imprint on a Zippo lighter 


The outline of your breast beneath a heavy sweater Wool, not polyester, what could be better 


We're looking for something, a bit more eloquent, and we know you can do it. If you're a poet or prose writer, submit 


your work to Literary Optimist, Optimist Publications, 13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060 or e-mail to 


loptimag@aol.com. 


"Big enough to own the best equipment but small 


enough to know your name.” 


"Wow, that bike looks really awesome ... 
I wonder if my legs will reach the pedals.” 


ONZ=TOpSs Boon 


Virtual Reality: The sights, sounds and 
feel of actual outdoor exercise. 


Optimist Of The 


Week 


WOMEN SEEKING MEN 


simple pleasures SWF, 34, creative, cud- 
dly, intelligent, fun-oving, great sense of 


humor, ISO renaissance man for possible 


LTR, My interests: films without car chases 
& explosions, swing dancing, theatre, 


OBOKAY AOSD 


music from gospel to rock to blues to folk, 
exploring people & new places, dining 
accompanied by meaningful conversa- 
tion. Important: creative, honest, SOH, 
intelligent, sensitive, able to connect, an 
original way of looking at life, 21221 
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+k MIOVEETIMES 4+: 


These listings cover November 
10 - November 16. Movie jist- 
ings are subject to change. Please 
call theaters for further information 
land updated listings. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


p.m.; Fri and Sat 1:40, 5:10, 7:40, 
10:10 p.m.; Sun 1:40, 5:40, 8:10 
p.m. *Gold Diggers (PG) Mon 
Thurs 5:50, 8:20 p.m.; Fri and Sat 
1:50, 5:30, 7:50, 10:20 p.m.; Sun 
1:50, 5:50, 8:20 p.m, *Home For 
the Holidays (PG-13) Mon - 
Thurs 5:50, 8:20 p.m.; Fri and Sat 


1:50, 5:10, 7:40, 10:20 p.m.; Sun 


AMHERST CINEMA 
Amherst (253-5426) 
*How to Make An American 
Qulit (PG) Fri, Sat 7, 9 p.m,; Sun 
Thurs 7:30 p.m. 


ENTERTAINMENT CINEMAS 
SPRINGFIELD 14 
Springfield (782-1000). 


1:50, 5:50, 8:20 p.m. 


HOYTS GREENFIELD 
CINEMA 6 

Greenfield (772-0298). 
*The American President 
(PG-13) Sat 9:05 p.m, only, *Babe 
(G) Fri - Sun 12:10, 2:15 p.m. 
*Get Shorty (R) Mon - Thurs 
7:20, 9:40 p.m.; Fri ~ Sun 12:05, 
2:35, 4:55, 7:20, 9:40 p.m. *Gold 


, Diggers (PG) Mon - Thurs 6:55 


Minds (A) 12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 7:15, 
9:20 p.m, *Devil in a Blue 
Dress (f2) 12:20, 2:20, 4:20, 7:20, 
9:20 p.m. *Gold Diggers (PG) 
, 2,4, 7,9 p.m. edade (PG- 

13) 12:10, 2:15, 4:20, 7, 9:15 p.m 
*Last of the Dogmen (PG) 
noon, 2:10, 4:20, 7, 9:10 p.m. 

Talk to Strangers (A) 


Aphrodite (R) 12:30, 2:45, 5, 
7:15, 9:20 p.m. *The Scarlet 
Letter (R) noon, 2:35, 6:45, 9:20 
p.m, *To Wong Foo (PG-13) 
12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:20 p.m. 


GARDEN CINEMAS 
Greenfield (774-4881). 
*Ace Ventura — When 
Nature Calls (PG-13) 7:10, 9:10 
p.m. daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m. The 
Big Green (PG) 6:50, 8:50 p.m 
daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m, «The 
Brothers McMullen (R) 6:50, 
8:50 p.m. daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m, 
*To Die For (R) 6:50, 8:50 p.m 
daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m, *Falr 
Game (R) 7:10, 9:10 p.m. daily; 
Sat, Sun 2 p.m. *New and Then 
(PG-13) 7, 9 p.m. daily; Sat, Sun 2 
p.m. *A Vampire in Brooklyn 
(R) 7, 9.p.m. daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m, 


HAMPSHIRE MALL 
6 CINEMAS 

Hadley (584-7550) 

— When 

(PG-13) Mon 
Wed 5:10, 6, 7:20, 8:30 p.m.; Thurs 
5:10, 6, 8:30 p.m.; Fri and Sat 
12:40, 2, 2:50, 4:20, 5:20, 6:30, 8, 
9, 10:30 p.m.; Sun 12:40, 2, 2:50, 
5:10, 6, 7:20, 8:30 p.m. Copycat 
(R) Mon - Thurs 5:30, 8:10 p.m.; Fri 
and Sat 1:30, 5, 7:30, 10:10 p.m.; 
Sun 1:30, 5:30, 8:10 p.m. ¢Get 
Shorty (R) Mon ~ Thurs 5:40, 8:10 


p.m.; Fri-Sun 12:25, 2:40, 6:55 
p.m. *How to Make An 
American Quilt (PG) Mon 

Thurs 7:05, 9:35 p.m.; Fri-Sun 
4:20, 7:05, 9:35 p.m. «Mall Rats 
(R) Sun — Fri 9:20 p.m, *Powder 
(PG) Mon — Thurs 7;15, 9:45 p.m. 
Fri - Sun noon, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 
9:45 p.m. *Seven (R) Mon - Thurs 
6:45, 9:30 p.m.; Fri ~ Sun 12:20, 
3:10, 6:45, 9:30 p.m. *To Wong 
Foo (PG) Mon ~ Thurs 7, 9:25 
p.m.; Fri-Sun 12:05, 2:25, 4:25, 7, 
9:25 p.m, 


LATCHIS THEATRE 
Brattleboro (802-254-5800). 
*The American President 
(PG-13) Sat 7 p.m. sneak preview. 
*Devil in a Blue Dress (PG-13) 
7:05, 9:05 p.m, daily; 2 p.m, Sat 
and Sun *To Die For (R) 9:15 
p.m, daily. No show on Thurs Nov 
16. *Get Shorty (R) 6:55, 9:10 
p.m. daily; Sat, Sun 2 p.m, *Home 
to Tibet (not rated) Thurs Nov. 16 
at 7, 9 p.m,; discussion will follow. 
*How to Make An American 
Quilt (PG-13) 7 p.m. daily; Sat, 
Sun 2 p.m. No eve. show on Sat or 
Thurs Nov 16. 


MONTAGUE BOOK MILL 
Montague (367-9206) 
*The Magnificent Ambersons 
(1942) Fri 7:30 p.m. Sponsored by 
the Montague Film Cooperative 
(586-0616). 


MOUNTAIN FARMS 
FOUR THEATERS 

Hadley (584-9153). 
*Fair Game (f) Mon ~ Thurs 
5:45, 8 p.m.; Fri, Sat 2, 5:15, 7:45, 
10 p.m,; Sun 2, 5:45, 8 p.m. ‘Now 
and Then (PG-13) Mon - Thurs 
5:45, 8 p.m.; Fri, Sat 2, 5, 7:45, 10 
p.m.; Sun 2, 5:45, 8 p.m. 
Powder (PG-13) Mon — Thurs 
§:30, 8:15 p.m.; Fri, Sat 1:45, 5, 
7:30, 10:15 p.m.; Sun 1:45, 5:30, 


The newest way to remember that special someone... 
a gift basket filled with your favorite candles. 

Shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. 

CARDS, CANDLES & STOCKING STUFFERS 


au 


8:15 p.m. «Seven (R) Mon - Thurs 
5:30, 8:15 p.m.; Fri, Sat 1:45, 4:45, 
7:30, 10:15 p.m.; Sun 1:45, 5:30, 

8:15 p.m. 


PLEASANT STREET 
THEATER 

Northampton (584-0935). 
Main theater: 
*Spike and Mike’s Festival of 
Animation '95 (R) Mon ~ Thurs 
7,9 p.m.; Fri 5, 7, 9 p.m.; Sat, Sun 
3, 5. 7, 9 p.m.; Wed matinee 10 
am, 
Little theater: 
*Clueless (PG-13) Mon — Thurs 7, 
9 p.m.; Fri 5, 7, 9 p.m.; Sat, Sun 3, 
5, 7,9 p.m.; Wed matinee 10 a.m. 


POTHOLE PICTURES 
Shelburne Falls (625-2526). 
*Tampopo (not rated) Fri, Sat 7:30 
p.m. Abdul Baki on piano, 7 p.m. 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
West Springfield (733-5131) 
*Ace Ventura — When Nature 
Calls (PG-13) Sun ~ Thurs 11:10, 
12:30, 1:20, 2:40, 3:30, 4:50, 5:30, 
7:10, 7;45, 9:25, 10 p.m.; Fri, Sat 
11:30, midnight. *The American 
President (PG-13) Sat 7:40 p.m. 
only. “Assassins (R) 11:20, 2 
4:40, 7:20, 10 p.m. daily; Fri, Sat 
12:30 a.m, *The Big Green (PG) 
11:05, 1:10, 3:15, 5:15 p.m. daily. 
*Copycat (R) 11:30, 2:05, 4:35, 
7:30, 10:05 daily; Fri, Sat 12:30 
am. *Dead Presidents (R) 9:50 
p.m, daily; Fri, Sat 12:10 a.m. *To 
Die For (R) Sun — Fri 7:40 p.m. 
*Fair Game (R) 11:20, 1:15, 3:15, 
5:10, 7:50, 9:45 p.m. daily; Fri, Sat 
11:45 p.m. *Get Shorty (R) 11, 
11:25, 1:10, 1:35, 3:20, 3:45, 5:30, 
5:50, 7:40, 8, 9:50, 10:15 p.m. daily; 
Fri, Sat midnight, 12:20 a.m. 
*Home for the Holidays (PG- 
13) Sun - Thurs 11:05, 1:15, 3:25, 
5:30, 7:40, 9:50 p.m, daily; Fri, Sat 
11:55 p.m. *How to Make An 
American Quilt (PG-13) 7:20, 
9:40 p.m. daily; Fri, Sat 11:55 p.m. 
*Now and Then (PG-13) 11, 1:05, 
3:10, 5:15, 7:30, 9:35 p.m, daily; Fri, 
Sat 11:40 p.m. *Powder (PG-13) 
11, 1:15, 3:30, 5:45, 8, 10:10 p.m. 
daily; Fri, Sat 12:20 a.m, «Seven 
(R) 11:10, 1:45, 4:25, 7:10, 9:45 p.m. 
daily; Fri, Sat 12:20 a.m. * Three 
Wishes (PG) 11:10, 1:20, 3:25, 5:30 
p.m, daily. *A Vampire in 
Brooklyn (R) 11:15, 1:25, 3:35, 
5:45, 7:55, 10:05 p.m. daily; Fri, Sat 
12:10 am, 


TOWER THEATERS 

South Hadley (533-FILM). 

*Get Shorty (f) 2, 4:30, 7, 9:30 
p.m. daily *The Scarlet Letter 
(R) 1:30, 4, 6:30, 9 p.m, daily. 


Optimist Of 
The Week 


WOMEN SEEKING MEN 


simple pleasures SWF, 34, cre- 
ative, cuddly, intelligent, fun- 
loving, great sense of humor, 
ISO renaissance man for pos- 
sible LIR, My interests: films 
without car chases & explo- 
sions, swing dancing, the- 
atre, music from gospel to 
rock to blues to folk, exploring 
people & new places, dining 
accompanied by meaning- 
ful conversation. Important: 
creative, honest, SOH, intelli- 
gent, sensitive, able to con- 
nect, an original way of look- 
ing at life, 21221 


CandleGram® 


) 


436 Boston Road ¢ Springfield, MA 01109 


(At Angelo’s Fruit Mart) Phone: (413) 783-9108 


feast of fun” —Pe 
San Francisco Chronicle 


Spike & Mike's 

Festival of 

Amimatiomn 
1995 


16 New animated shorts featuring 
1994 Academy Award Winner 
Bobs Birthday” 
® Noone under 12 will bo admitted 

Fri, - 5, 7 & 9pm 
Sat, & Sun. - 3, 5, 7 & 9pm 
Mon.-Thurs, 7 & 9pm 


Wed, - 10am Matinee - $3.50 
FREE SNACKS AT WED. AM. MATINEE 


“A STAR IS 
BORN!” 


Susan Wloszczyna, USA TODAY 


"ALICIA 
SILVERS TONE 
IS A DREAM!” 


Guy Flatley, COSMOPOLITAN 


Fri. - 5, 7 & 9pm 

Sat. & Sun. - 3, 5, 7 & 9pm 
Mon.-Thurs. 7 & 9pm 

Wed. - 10am Matinee $3.50 


FREE SNACKS AT WED. AM. MATINEE 
27 Pleasant St., Northampton 
* 586-0935 * 


[| The Pleasant St. Theater 


— 


LEAD STORY 

According to an October Wall Street Journal 
article, the number of bellybutton recon- 
structions in Japan went up 375 percent in the 
last year, in part because many Japanese have 
come to believe, as author Hogen Fukunaga 
writes, “The navel is the core of everything 
about the person.” Said a Tokyo hospital pres- 
ident, “People want navels that aren’t assertive.” 
The perfect navel, surmised the Journal 
reporter, is “vertical, very narrow, and absolute- 
ly symmetrical.” The navel is a popular theme 
in the Japanese language; for instance, a favorite 
kids’ insult is, “Your mother has an outie.” 


QUESTIONABLE 
JUDGEMENTS 

Earlier this year, Michael Eugene Price was 
granted retrials in two armed robbery cases 
after an Oklahoma appeals court ruled that 
trial judges had been erring in telling juries 
that defendants are “presumed not guilty” 
instead of “presumed innocent.” He had been 
serving 32 and 35 years, respectively, but in his 
first retrial in March, he was again found guilty 
and sentenced to 60 years, and in his second 


retrial, in October, he was again found guilty 
and sentenced to 65 years. 

In September, police in Meadville, Pa., 
announced that the summer drought in the 
area was responsible for their success in find- 
ing marijuana farmers. Said a police 
spokesman, almost all of the vegetation is 
brown because of the drought, but the mari- 
juana stays green because the owners take such 
good care of the plants. 

A San Diego couple, both 35, suffered only 
minor injuries in September when their car 
went off of I-10 at 75 mph. The couple, who 
police said were nude when they arrived on 
the scene, were having sex in the front seat, 
and the driver lost control. And in San Antonio 
five days earlier, motorcyclist Liem Ngo, 38, 
was killed when he collided with another cyclist, 
probably, according to police, because the other 
cyclist’s passenger, a 38-year-old woman, had 
just bared her breasts at Ngo, distracting him. 

When a band called On the Edge played the 
largest prison in Maryland, outside 
Hagerstown, in August, three female band 
members engaged in risky behavior. According 
to a corrections officer, they were “straddl [ing] 


SE. 


PORCUPINE 


—. SIGN & DESIGN 


SIGNS - WINDOW GRAPHICS 
BANNERS * VEHICLE GRAPHICS 


SHOWCARDS - LOGO DESIGN 
AWNINGS - DISPLAYS + NEON 


2E"CONZ STREET 


NORTHAMPTON 


584-4501 


BODY PIERCING 


PARROT PIERCING, INC. 


10% Off any piercing with this coupon 


Knox St. & Rt 20 
Palmer, MA 01069 
(413) 283-2455 


By or tment only 


125 HAWLEY STREET NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 
(413) 585-8201 * NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 
HOURS: MON-FRI: 1OAM-7PM, SAT: 10AM-9PM, SUN: NOON-5PM 
Large selection of exotic body jewelry. 
\ Professional, advanced levels of sterility and painless piercings. Come in 
") and see our detailed piercing diagrams and photos. Male and female 
professional piecers available. 


OTHER SALON LOCATIONS: 


Visa & Mastercard 
Accepted 


9 Elm Street 
Enfield, CT 06082 
(203) 741-6584 
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the stage poles” 
and lying down 
on the stage “in 
every provocative 
position and imi- 
tating sex acts.” 
The women 
“were yelling sug- 
gestive things to 
the inmates, who 
were responding 
in asexual frenzy, 
climbing the 
fences.” (The 
fences were stur- 
dy; no inmate-band contact occurred.) 

In August, hotel owner Robert W. Vermillion, 
52, died in Williamsburg, Va., from smoke 
inhalation. He had rushed into his flame-filled 
garage to attempt to save his Porsche but was 
overcome before he could get it out. And in 
August, six people on a farm near Nazlat Imara, 
Egypt, drowned after diving one at a time into 
a well trying to capture a chicken that had 
fallen in. The chicken survived. 

In September, police in Gadsden, Ala., were 
able to arrest Bobby Joe Dedeaux and Anitra 
Freeman and charge them with bank robbery 
because the two had relaxed their getaway by 
stopping at a nearby strip mall for a haircut 
and a little shopping. 

A 43-year-old man was hospitalized in 
Edmonton, Alberta, in July after he fell out 


these? 


Why Wait. A /leet 
of PowerMacs are 
in stock for the 
holiday season for 
the best prices 
ever. This month 
purchase a 
PowerBook and 
receive $50 
towards any soft- 
ware purchase. 


[Por rem wna nn nn oe nnn on ne ee 


Nov. 9 - 15, 1995 


Joeff Davis 


of the upper deck at a stadium during a 
Canadian Football League game. He was 
attempting to grab a toy football thrown into 
the stands but went over the rail, landing on 
a pregnant woman, who was not seriously 
hurt. 

In August, Rozlan Othman, 25, had just 
been sentenced to three months in prison in 
Singapore for assaulting a police officer. 
However, he persuaded Judge Yong Pung How 
that what he really needed in order to be a 
better citizen and to get his life together was 
to spend even more time than that in a 
Singapore prison. How gave him 12 months. 

Send your Weird News to Chuck Shepherd, 
PO Box 8306, St. Petersburg, FL 33738, or 
74777.3206@compuserve.com. 

—Universal Press Syndicate 


How many times 
have you wished 
you had one of 


YES is the Answer 


38 Main Street * Northampton * MA * 413-585-0007 


Mail-order prices. Home-town service. 
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Top Ten Mistakes Clinton 
Says He’s Made In Office 

10. Signing an eight-year lease on the 
White House instead of four 

9. Not handing Hillary over to 
Whitewater investigators when he had the 
chance 

8. Thinking Letterman would be great 
host for Academy Awards 

7. Buying CBS stock wasn’t exactly like 
buying them cattle futures 

6. During shooting attacks on White 
House, should've returned fire and got 
some damn combat experience 

5. Too much back-tracking, not enough 
flip-flopping 

4. Bad idea to do shot with Yeltsin before 
press conference 

3. Not getting Socks fixed 

2. Not getting Packwood fixed 

1. Gennifer Flowers 


Top Ten Signs You’re A 
Bad Fashion Model 

10. You went nuts on the Halloween 
candy and ballooned to a size 4 

9, The guy doing your make-up asks 
how the fight with Tyson went 

8. You're still working on memorizing 
the word “cheese” 

7. Whenever you vogue down a catwalk, 
it sags and creaks ominously 

6. While you’re modeling, you notice 
photographers taking pictures of each 
other 

5. Instead of DeNiro, you're dating 
DeLuise 

4, Only magazine cover you've ever 
appeared on: Ugly Short Guy 

3. Your preferred method of getting 
down runway; rolling 

2. Your ass and a Ford Taurus are rough- 
ly the same size 

1. Your beauty mark is just spaghetti 
sauce 


Top Ten Trick-or-Treater 
Pet Peeves 

10. Guys who forgot to buy candy and 
just offer you a bite of their sandwich 

9. Black jelly beans that turn out to be 
blood-swollen horse ticks 
8. The candy bar doesn’t taste quite 


right — then you notice it’s a TWO 
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FEATURING: 
LARGEST SELECTION OF HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES~ 
HERBS ¢ VITAMINS ¢ NATURAL BODY CARE 
FRESH LOCALLY ROASTED GOURMET COFFEE 
WHOLE FOODS # ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ BULK FOODS 


Musketeers 

7. When Bill Clinton rifles through your 
bag muttering about a “candy tax” 

6. You stop at Mia Farrow’s house, next 
thing you know you're adopted 

5. When Ed Asner answers the door 
without his shirt on 

4, With all these people in disguises, it 
makes it even harder to find the real 
killers! 

3. Going to Divine Brown’s house and 
getting a treat, but no trick 


BICYCLE DYNAMICS 


just a short ride from everywhere 


2. Getting knocked flat by a pumpkin We carry a full Call 
launched from 230 feet away line of bikes and (413) SCYCLES 
1, People who want receipts accessories or 529-2537 


Top Ten Possible Names 
For an independent 
Quebec 

10. Le Grand Faux Pas 

9. Lorne Greenland 
. Rand McNally’s Worst Nightmare 
. Sparky 
. International House of Pancakes 
. The Monkey On Maine’s Back 
. Frenchylvania 
. Canada 90210 
. Parlez-Vousland 
. Funkytown 


10-20% Off all 
leftover Bicycles. 


RED ROCK SHOPS, RT. 10, SOUTHAMPTON 
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HAVe YOU Been 
SEARCHING HIGH gup yp ow FOR THAT 
JUST-RIGHT EMPLOYEE? 


Top Ten Ways to Get 
Dumb Guys to Vote for 
You 

10. Promise to replace presidential limo 
with monster truck 

9. Pass out campaign buttons and say, 
“Look, free shiny things!” 

8. Promise that if you win, you'll help 
them get the mouse traps off their feet 

7. In Nightline interview, keep calling 
Ted Koppel “Mr. Snapple.” 

6. Say you ll bomb the ever-lovin’ shorts 
off every country whose name ain’t spelled 
U-S-A 

5. Promise to publish a Where’s Waldo 
book in which the only thing on each page 
is Waldo 

4, Put bucket on head, Wander around 
parking lot. 

3. New campaign slogan: “Uhhhhh...” 

2. Begin every speech with, “I am like 
a box of chocolates!” 

1, Free circus tickets 
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The Optimist can help you. Place a classified ad with us and get 
15% off your first run. 
Simply call the Classified Department and ask to be in the 
Employment Section. 
Dial 


(413)586-7070 


and sit back and relax as you reach 50,000 readers a week. 
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@ WHERE TO GO FOR A BUSINESS LUNCH? 46 


Myers serves the best homemade lunch in a convenient, quiet eatery. # 
Great Food, Great Price. Downtown! 


For special occasions ask about catering. r 
9 
9 
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The gleam is metallic like that of an artificial hip, yet brighter 
surreptitious, divine A funky imprint on a Zippo lighter 
The outline of your breast beneath a heavy sweater Wool, not polyester, what could be better 


We're looking for something a bit more eloquent, and we know you can do it. If you're a 
poet or prose writer, submit your work to Literary Optimist, Optimist Publications, 13 Old 
South St., Northampton, MA 01060 or e-mail to optimag@aol.com. 
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584-4145 


7am to 3pm Every Day. Late Night Hours Friday & Saturday Nights 10pm - 3am. Takeouts welcome - Phone Ahead! 
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HONDA BUYERS. 
SHOP TODAY...NEW HONDAS ARE ARRIVING DAILY!!! 
7893 ‘8384 
'92 Buick ‘Regal '92 Honda. Accord LX If you re 
92 Ford Explorer '93 Honda. Accord EX |'94 Honda Accord EX 
#14897 | *15, 687 °176$ 19 prose 
vs 
a oe tem 
submit your 
Tne Se te ar 8:40-6:00, Fri, 8:90-6:00, pane oo work to 
Main Street Association peor 
Amherst, Massachusetts ptimist, 
NOVEMBER 1995 Optimist 
7 Publications 
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7 at nace S orthampt 
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HEN, SUZI! CLARK KENT OVER HERE THINKS | S0, Me. SEAL EXPERT, WHAT MAKES ][T Don'T suprose You HAVE PRooF 
THINK You NEED THI: OF OTHER 
HE CAN JUST Waltz Ne Buy iu New Lhe all eavie: moore E 


QUESTIONS ASKED! 


SUsT THis, ( OH, REALLY. ) 
PLEAS ——— 
\ Y 


prs $0 MAYBE TAM 
BUYING IT ‘CAUSE EVERYONE 
ELSE IS! 6 THAT WRONG-2/ 


" SHOW MR. ae PARASITE yc . 
a ors J “THuD!- |] You GuYs REALLY PLAY ~-AT 4.75 AN Hou 
To THE DooR, WOULD 5 Pea WARDRALL AROUND HERE, “ify NUWE HAVES? 
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ever-narrowing readership. So what's a cartoon character to 
do? Take a cue from big business, that's what. Get ready for 
COMICS... | 


Crossword 


Edited by Will Shortz No. 0713 
ACROSS 27 Enjoy, as 51 Decent 
gossip 53 Vegetarian 
i nae Fox 29 Newswoman purchase 
GEat-with Wertheimer 55 TV premiere of 
rami 31 Maximum 11/4/53 
sal rating, often —_7 Strike out 
8SirHenry—— 32 Unnamed 60 Clear 
(Hotspur) others 


13 Physical, e.g. 33 Curvaceous leg be Scorsbealg 


15 Hot-rodengine, 34 Actress ——B. Pa 
for short Davis eee 


(furniture 
16 Loren's love 36 TV premiere of purchase) 
17"99 Luftballons” _1/16/81 64 "—— Mio” 
singer 42 Phon. alphabet 65 Leading 
18 Door 43 Sod s Surrealist 
19 Ring attire 66 Erupter of 
20Perplenity —SaBCcountries gy 10 
22 TV premiere of and more 87 Checks out 
1/23/83 48 Boston and polite 
24Suddenlygoes Kenilworth, e.g. © Bando of the 
crazy 50 Rubik's Cube 
26 Opposite company 
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DOWN 
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 1 pomeaneanis 


2Theyhavepull ure by A. J. Santora 


Professional 


Duseau , 
* RESUMES % eanens 21 Plan, with “out" 39 Shows 54 Pelé's first 
Trucking . oy a Lee 4 Miserly 23 Ultimate object 40——T name 
+ Guaranteed Interviews 5 Machinist's 25SerborCzech 41 Pointed tool 56 Stop 
Providing P FS Alpe Bae Tor — nut 27 Biblical verb 45 Wall Street sale 58 Rock's Turner 
. n 7 days/week, finale 46 Waken Bibli h 
envionantan re 6 Drop 59 Bibliography 
sound and ¥ . ‘3 noe he r 7 Not outside 28"Sothat’'swhat 47 Some murals abbr. 
redline 8Mine-sweeping | youmean!”  49Distinctstyles. 2 1990 Robert 
economically PPC Infoibeautaelts apparatus 30 Showona 50 Dander Morse 
sensible waste pie Uacareen me 9 Overdramatize screen 52 Wading bird Broadway role 


(413) 283-6065 


10 Bob, at times 33 More serious 
11Goalie'sturf 35 TV premiereof Get answers to any three clues 
lu y 
acu tatrtetsmerterstetes sz Toadies pieliee by touch-tone phone: 1-900-420- 


[Ry t{s] TV i f 37 Incidents . 
IN[TIRMMNTATSITIVMMNTIIPIP]Y] 33 igo” secye shader 5656 (75¢ each minute). 


disposal for over. 
45 years 


335-4101 


| | CONTEMPORARY 
SOLUTIONS 


‘Have we got an advertising deal for you! 


of you've got an apartment to rent out, you can reach 50,000 


people a week from Springfield, MA to Brattleboro, Cd for 
$15. Plus, you get the additional benefit of 


being part of the (afley's fastest 
growing arts and news weekly. 


(413)586-7070 
for the Optimist's 
Classified Department 


Gust pick up the phone and call 


THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 
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WHY BUY A COPIER WHEN 
ALL YOU WANT IS COPIES? 


+ Offered Exclusively by Xerox® 


Cost per Copy ~ Remanufactured 
lease ~ Previously Owned 
Rental ~ Demo Units 

~ Installment Purchase 
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Your Weekly Horoscope 


by Patric Walker 


Forecast for the week of Nov. 13 - Nov. 19, 


1995 
ARIES 


(March 21 — April 19): Do you have mixed feelings 
about the week ahead? Do you secretly fear that a 
certain drama is going to be as much a problem 
tomorrow as it is today? Maybe it is, but it can also 
motivate you to do something you've been putting 
off. Aspects suggest you couldn't wish for a better 
time to strike a new deal, You need the courage to 
change. Into every life a little rain must fall. What 
matters is that it helps something grow. 


TAURUS 


(April 20 - May 20): An unexpected factor could 
make a world of difference this week. If strange 
things appear to be going on, consider yourself for- 
tunate, because the planets are working their astro- 
logical magic on your life. Adapt to the Challenge of 
the day and abandon all preconceived ideas about 
what should be happening, If those whose opinions 
you respect are more critical than usual, take note of 
what they have to say. 


GEMINI 


(May 21 ~ June 20): You may not be feeling very 
optimistic at the moment. Too much in your life 
seems unsettled or pointless. In one way, however, 
your low level of expectation can be considered an 
asset. By anticipating a frustrating time, you'll be sur- 
prised when things begin to take shape and 

improve, Even if you find it difficult to influence a cer- 
tain situation this week, in the long run it will turn out 
to be better than you envisaged. 


CANCER 


(June 21 - July 22): Why should you consider your- 
self fortunate? If you can't answer this question with 
at least one emphatic statement, then you're being 
unnecessarily pessimistic. Unexpected develop- 
ments should make you aware of how much you 
have to celebrate. No matter what seems wrong in 
your life, one thing at least is right and has the 
potential to do a lot of good. If you can just observe 
what you are and move with it, you'll go far. 


LEO 


(July 23 - Aug. 22): You'll enjoy a fair degree of sat- 
isfaction and success this week, even though there 
may not be much time to relax. It's time to make 
changes in your life. You won't have to deprive your- 
self of anything important. Focus on what you have 
to look forward to rather than on what you're being 
asked to leave behind. The former outweighs the lat- 
ter. Start the week as you mean to go on: in a posi- 
tive but also realistic frame of mind 


VIRGO 


(Aug, 23 - Sept. 22); If you find yourself getting 
annoyed with the little things in life, then you're more 
worried about something than you've been willing to 
admit. Life will only become intolerable if you start 
Placing too many demands on yourself. You may 
have to travel a long way this week simply to recog- 
nize the value of something that's been on your 
doorstep for ages. The distance doesn't matter. The 
first step you will take will lead to many more. 


LIBRA 


(Sept. 23 — Oct. 22): It may be hard to decide whom 
or what to believe this week. Either someone is being 
deliberately vague or two particular individuals are 
looking at things in different ways, You may fear that 
by asking awkward questions you're in danger of 
Opening up a can of worms, but you'll be doing 
everyone a favor by insisting they face up to facts. 
Happiness depends on the tides of the mind. Get 
your mind straight and everything else will follow. 


SCORPIO 


(Oct. 23 — Nov. 21); Certain people envy you. You 
may find this hard to believe, because from where 
you're standing your current situation looks less than 
ideal, But they are on the outside looking in and can 
see only your advantages. If they are not jealous or 
resentful, how else do you explain their behavior? 
And if they are, might you not be better off seeking a 
carrot with which to entice them, rather than a stick 
with which to beat them? 


SAGITTARIUS 


(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21); It may look as if some people 
climb effortlessly up the ladder of success, but usu- 
ally there's been some suffering along the way. 
Successful people know that even when they're 
forced to take a step back, sooner or later they'll be 
able to take two steps forward again. The current 
astrological climate may not be the best you've 
encountered, but neither is it the worst, Keep moving 
in the direction of your dreams 


CAPRICORN 


(Dec. 22 ~ Jan, 19): Rather like the Goat that symbol- 
izes your birth sign, you're not afraid to lock horns 
with those who get in your way. But sooner or later 
the shock waves begin to make themselves felt. So if 
you've been through a tough time recently, be kinder 
to yourself, Even Capricorns need time to rest and 
lick their wounds. The easier you take it now, the fit- 
ter you'll be when you decide to return to the fray. 


AQUARIUS 


(Jan. 20 ~ Feb. 18): To find out why you feel you've 
been wronged, take your mind back to around the 
time of the solar eclipse on Oct. 24th, because that's 
when some sort of setback put a dent in your ego. 
Having identified the cause of your current negative 
State of mind, the onus is on you to snap out of it. 
Make yourself necessary to someone this week, and 
your confidence will return even stronger than 
before. 


PISCES 


(Feb. 19 ~ March 20): Pisces is one of the most 
romantic signs of the Zodiac. Now, however, you 
must turn your attention to professional issues, as 
well as your earnings and all forms of business 
arrangements, Planetary activity will enable you to 
shine in your chosen field of endeavor this week. You 
will succeed in enterprises which demand the posi- 
tive qualities you possess, and you will excel in those 
which also make use of your defects. 


For your extended weekly and birthday forecasts by 
Patric Walker, call 1-900-420-3888 from a touch-tone 
phone. Your call will be billed at 99 cents per minute. 
if you are under 18, please get parental permission. 
Patric Walker's forecast line: 1-900-420-3888. 


— New York Times Syndicate * 
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Emotional Filness 


by Tom Raymond, LICSW 


Dear Tom, 

My lover has been less attentive and affec- 
tionate lately. I ask her if things are all right 
and she always says yes, or, if she doesn’t say 
that, she'll say, “Oh, I’m just going through a 
rough time at work.” I have no reason not to 
believe her, but I don’t believe her, especially 
since she’s hinted at dissatisfaction with our 
sex life. Why doesn’t she just come straight 
out and say she’s unhappy? I mean, it seems 
I’m always the one that has to pick up on her 
hints. I don’t want this pattern to continue, 
but I don’t know what to do. 

— All Ears and Anxiety 

The ability to express dissatisfaction, like 
all interpersonal skills, is complicated and 


If you stay in this relationship, you'll always 
be the one “picking up hints.” Of course, the 
odds are that with a different partner you'd 
still be the one picking up hints. People who 
are overly aware of their own thoughts and 
feelings always pair up with people who are 
less aware. But don’t despair. Without your 
partner’s laid-back attitude, your relationship 
would be in constant turmoil. 

Whether your relationship “grows up” or 
“blows up” will be determined by how well 
you can learn to communicate despite these 
differences, not how successful you are at elim- 
inating them. 


Dear Tom, 


The only way to get a bunch of guys 
who are not adept at cleaning to pick 
up after themselves is to have them 
join the army. 


learned. If your partner is unhappy, the first 
thing she has to be able to do is recognize it. 
Because you're someone who always knows 
when things are “off,” this probably doesn’t 
make much sense to you. Something that 
comes so easily to one partner may seem like 
calculus to the other. 

Unfortunately, too many people grow up 
in families where their wants and needs go 
unexamined and unfulfilled. Over time they 
simply stop trying to figure out what they 

_ want, what's bothering them, or whether or 
not they’re “happy.” If your partner is one of 
these people, don’t expect dramatic improve- 
ment. She can learn to recognize her own dis- 
tress, but you'll have to create the proper envi- 
ronment. Telling her to just “say it” won’t get 
the job done. What she'll need is a lot of 
patience and your willingness to accept what- 
ever it is she comes up with. If she says, “I’m 
OK,” you've got to be able to say, “All right, 
but let me know if that changes.” 

Once she comes up with a complaint, the 
same advice applies in triplicate, Let her fum- 
ble for the right words and don’t interpret or 
assume you know better than she does what 
she means, If she wants to talk about work, 
let her. If you think she’s “hinting” about your 
sex life, you can mention it to her and tell her 
you're eager to listen if she has more to say, 
but once again, if she says no, drop it. 

You should also consider the possibility 
that the person in the relationship who's 
unhappy is you! If you need more attention 
and affection, the best approach is to assume 
your partner would like to make you happy 
and that what she needs is a way to do it. By 
speaking about the problem from your per- 
spective, you avoid an unnecessary con- 
frontation and allow your partner to “come 
through” for you. 


I live with a bunch of guys who don’t clean 
up after themselves as much as I do. I end up 
doing all the work because it gets to the point 
that I can’t stand the mess. I’ve tried to talk 
to them about it, and for a while they're bet- 
ter, but then it slips back into the same old 
routine. How can I get them to be a little neater 
without hurting anyone's feelings? 

— Cinder-fella 

The only way to get a bunch of guys who 
are not adept at cleaning to pick up after them- 
selves is to have them join the army. The 
sergeant won't worry about their feelings, and 
he'll have KP or the stockade to back him up. 

If they've responded to your requests in the 
past, even temporarily, that’s a good sign. 
Remember how long it took you to learn how 
to pick up your toys? The older you get, the 
harder it gets. The fact that they made some 
effort means they’re listening. Feel free to 
bring up the subject again, only be careful to 
watch your temper. If you can talk about it 
without getting your feelings hurt, chances 
are you won't hurt theirs. 

You should also let them know you're able 
to compromise. By painting yourself as a bit 
of a Felix Unger, you can use humor to get 
your point across while at the same time 
demonstrating your willingness to put up 
with some of their “mess.” This tolerance will 
serve you well if marriage or children are in 
your future. As hard as it is to imagine, you 
may someday look back on these guys as rel- 
atively neat. 

Tom Raymond, LICSW, is a licensed clini- 
cal social worker who provides individual, 
family, and couples therapy at his office in 
Northfield, Massachusetts. You can write him 
at: 24 North Lane, Northfield, MA 01360; 
call: (413) 498-5872; or e-mail: 
mraymond@k12.oit.umass.edu. * 


AESTHETICS 


34 Main St., Suite 1 
Amherst - 253-9879 
erapeutic Skin Care 
& Massage for Men & Women 

* Deep Pore Cleansing Facial 
* Lash Tints + Lip, Blow & Leg Waxing 
* 15% off with this ad. orrer expires 11/30 
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fun - different « real 


58-NECK-9 
Ruth Anne Lundeberg Inst. 


I Take Care of Shopping Blues — 
Skiers, Runners, Athletes 


James Anderson, L.M.T 
Northfield, MA © (413) 498-0178 


HAVe YOU Been 
SEARCHING HIGH sup y ow FOR THAT 


©o © 


RENAISSANCE _— 
CENTER === 


MEDITATION 
RETREAT 


390 Main Road Gill, 
Massachusetts 01376 
(413) 863-8411 
Saturday 
November 11th 
from noon to 6p.m. 
Cost: $75.00 
Reservations 
Required. 


“Who Am |” 
“Why Am | here?” 
“What is my 
Purpose in Life?” 


“There has to be 
more to Life 
than this!” 


Sound Familiar? 


Meditation is the Key. Let your 
Spiritual Journey unfold, Retreat 
from the outer world into a state of 
Increased Spiritual Enlightenment. 


The Optimist can help you. Place a classified ad with us and get 
15% off your first run. 

Simply call the Classified Department and ask to be in the 
Employment Section. 


(413)586-7070 


and sit back and relax as you reach 50,000 readers a week. 


JUST-RIGHT EMPLOYEE? 


+ Establish a foundation of Inner 
Peace and Strength 

+ Enter a deeper state of Relaxation 

* Increase your awareness of 
Yourself as a Spiritual Being 

* Establish direct communication 
with your High Self 

* Enhance your expression of 
Unconditional Love 

* Improve your ability to concentrate 
more fully 

* Handle Life’s challenges from a 
Point of Serenity 

* Lead a more Healthy, Joyful Life 

+ Experience a sense of Inner 

Fulfillment 


You'll learn a variety of techniques, 
mental exercises, visualizations and 
meditations to accomplish your goal 
of further Spiritual and Personal 
Growth. 
Let Your Spiritual Path Be Revealed. 
Follow Your Own Inner Guidance. 


This Meditation Retreat will be con- 
ducted by Arche International. 
Arche International is devoted to 
helping individuals raise the quality of 
their lives through self - awareness 
and understanding. To this end, 
Arche regularly conducts classes, j 
seminars and workshops designed to | 
help individuals attain their goals and} 
reach their own highest potential. 


CALL (413) 863-8411 


for information 
VISA / MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
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Click and Glack Talk Cars: She's Killing the Battery, According to Screaming Boytriend 


is sponsored by. 


ACME AUTOMOTIVE CENTER 


Serving the Valley for over 25 years. 200 King St, Northampton 584-3710 


by Tom and Ray Magliozzi 


Dear Tom and Ray; 

Before I start my car, I move the electric seat for- 
ward so I can reach the gas pedal. My boyfriend 
screams at me constantly, and informs me that I 
am killing the battery this way. Please, .. am [doing 
something to damage the battery, or is he a nut? 

—Ann 

TOM: Ie screams at you constantly? 'd dump 
him, Ann. It’s nota long way from “the battery” to 
“assault and battery.’ I don’t care whether he's right 
or wrong, I say get rid of the bum. 

RAY: And what's even worse is that he is wrong. 
In theory, he’s got a point. When the engine is off, 
and you use anything electrical, you're using the 
battery. Whereas when the car is running, your 
electricity comes from the alternator, which is pow- 
ered by the engine. 

TOM: But he’s grossly exaggerating when he 
accuses you of killing the battery, I mean, if the 
amount of electricity it takes to adjust the seat is 
enough to make the car not start, then the battery 
was on its deathbed anyway, and it’s time to buy a 
new one. 

RAY: I'm assuming that you two share a car, and 


Have we got an 
advertising deal 
for you! 


If you've got an apart- 
ment to rent out, you 
can reach 50,000 people 
a week from Springfield, 
MA to Brattleboro, VT 
for $15. Plus, you get 
the additional benefit of 
being part of the Valley's 
fastest growing arts and 
news weekly, 


Just pick up the phone 
and call 


586-7070 


(413)586-7070 
for the Optimist's 
Classified Department 


that he’s taller than you are, so he drives with the 
seat further back. And if that’s the case, here’s my 
suggestion. If you decide to ignore my advice and 
give this guy another chance, make a new rule. 
When he parks the car, make him responsible for 
moving the seat forward before he shuts off the 
engine, 

TOM: Right. That won't drain the battery, since 
the car is stil] running, and it will preclude you hav- 
ing to do any adjusting before you start the car. 

RAY: And if ever forgets to move the seat up, 
scream at him — constantly. 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

I am the proud owner of a’67 VW Bug. It is a 
great little car, but leaks about a quart of oil every 
1,000 miles, Since it only holds three quarts, and 
since I have put in three quarts by the time I reach 
3,000 miles, is it necessary to change the oil every 
3,000 miles? 

— Steve 

TOM: Changing the oil on a’67 VW Bug. Isn’t 
thata little like worrying about the curtains on the 
Titanic, Steve? 

RAY: Actually, the answer is yes, you should 


change the oil regularly. There are two main rea- 
sons for changing the oil. One is to replace the old, 
broken-down oil with new, more effective lubri- 
cant. But the other — just as important — reason 
is to clean the junk out of the engine. 

TOM: The motor oil picks up and suspends 
small contaminants (i.e., dirt) that get past the oil 
filter, So when you drain out the oil, you're also 
draining out a bunch of the dirt the engine pro- 
duced in the last 3,000 miles, along with whatev- 
er small pieces of the engine may have also fallen 
off during that time. 

RAY: If you never drain the oil, that dirt is just 
going to stay in the engine and turn to sludge. 

TOM: But more important, if you don't change 
the oil in this car, you'll never change the screen. 
VW Bugs, as you probably know, Steve, don’t have 
oil filters, Instead, they have a screen that is sup- 
posed to be cleaned out with each oil change. If 
you never clean it out, it'll eventually get plugged 
up with crud, and your engine will melt. 

RAY: And when it melts, you may notice some 
small, incremental decrease in performance — 
especially on hills. 

TOM: So if you really do like this car, Steve — 


ALL SPORT 
CYCLE SERVICE 


Will Be Servicing & Repairing 


*Snow Mobile 
*Snow Blowers 
*Chain Saws 
During The Cold 
Months to Come 
JAYS HWY., ORANGE 
SPINE (508) 544-6535 


owing across 
across the state 
Rau’s Sunoco Service 


RALPH DY RAU poe -') 367-2475 
Owner 20 Depot Street 


Montague, MA 01351 


MOUNTAIN 
VIEW TIRE 


Winter Special! 
Sn ange 


s 


~. 


includes complete tire balance 
next to Howard Johnson’s 


109 Mohawk Trail 
Rt.2, Greenfield 


413-772-0572 


Attention Subaru Owners 


and you say you do — go ahead and change the 
oil every 3,000 — 5,000 miles. And better yet, get 
the leak fixed, too. 

TOM: Is warming up your car actually BAD for 
it? Does slamming the door really make a differ- 
ence to the life of your car? Should you “save the 
brakes” by shifting into a lower gear to help you 
slow down? 

RAY: You'll learn the surprising answers to all 
of these questions, and more, in.our new pam- 
phlet called “Ten Ways You May Be Ruining Your 
Car Without Even Knowing It.” 

TOM: It’s our guide to making your car last for- 
ever. 

RAY: Becomean instant know-it-all. Order your 
copy of “Ten Ways You May Be Ruining Your Car 
Without Even Knowing It!” Send $3 anda stamped 
(55 cents), self-addressed No. 10 envelope to Ruin 
No. 1, PO Box 6420, Riverton, NJ 08077-6420. 

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and 
Clack Talk Cars in care of this newspaper, We can’t 
answer your letter personally but will run the best 
letters in the column. 

— King Features Syndicate *« 


We can fix it! 
quickly and efficiently 
GL* DL» Loyale + Legacy 
m™——  andmore 


Since 1972 Pelham Auto has set the standards for 
quality service, repairs and maintenance on all 
makes and models of Subaru. 


Subaru Maintenance 


é) 


and Repair Program 


AUTO SERVICE 


RT9 AMHERST 
BELCHERTOWN LINE 


253-9302 


Nov. 9 - 15, 1995 


(Qptimist/Click & Clack — 


Something Old, Something New. . . 


A guide to getting married in the Valley 


FOR A 
CLASSICAL 
WEDDING 


+ Fireside dining 

* Pub, Health Spa 

+ Suites with Fireplace 

* Whirlpool 

* Dinner and Breakfast 
Lodging Packages from $99.00 
(800) 637-0562 Lenox, MA. 


Balloon Expressions 


Elegant, fun and festive balloon 


designs for your wedding! 
* Life:size bide and goom sculptures | 
* Heatt-shoped wakethyu exch 


Carl & Allison Allen 
Booking Weddings Now For 1996 
(413) 625-0109 


or Wedding Reception 


Bed and Breakfast Inn 


Cong tatulationa! 

Your wedding day is the most important 
day of your life. When you choose Heidi's 
Banquet Facilities for your wedding event 
|you are choosing excellence and affordabili- 
ty. You don’t have to spend a million for a 
million dollar 


HEIDI'S 
memory. For your 
|personal banquet RESTAURANT 
consultation, con- AND 
tact Glenn Devine BANQUET 
lor Kon Gendron at FACILITY 


533-9231. 
480 Granby Rd. (Rte. 202) 


South Hadley, MA 533-9231 
(15 mins. from Springfield and Northampton) 


‘lle Gere 5 De deel 
Sweet Memories 
Photo & Video Service 


Four photographers ready to 
serve you! 
Many Wedding 
Photography, 
Video only, and 
Photo/Video 
Packages to 
choose from, 
starting at $359! 
CALL US FIRST: 


1-800-286-4332 


China 

Crystal 

Silverware 
Attendance 


Full Bridal Registry 
Come in for a personalized consultation. 
131 Main Street, Florence, MA ¢ 


586-8760 


Gifts 


She Chase Os uaa 


For Your Rehearsal Dinner 


PROFESSIONALS 


who care because you care 


$3. OFF 
WITH THIS AD 
00 or Mot 


‘on a $15.00 or More 
Incoming Order of Dry 
Cleaning 


10% Discount on 
Wedding Gowns 
Drycleaning & 
Preserving 


BARANOWSKI 


7 Elm St., So. Deerfield, MA + 665-4877 EAR6° 


© Bight beautifully 

appointed guest robms 
° 160 acres of 

woodland and meadows 


Bill and Barbara Léwis, Innkeepers 
(800) 401/9455 


Top Rating AB & BA and AAA 


* Herbal bouquets 

* Wildflower arrangements 

* Ceremonial arch wrapped in 
garlands 


WILDFLOWERS OF 


WILLIAMSBURG 
RL9 at the Colonial 
‘ Shoppes, Williamsburg 


ee 268-9330 


AK. open M-F 9-6, Sat., 9-5 


We can create beautiful 
floral designs for large 
or small weddings. 


Call us for a consultation 
at no charge 


253-5545 
220 No. Pleasant Se. 


Ba23 eke.) 
CEEANERS & TAILORS | / 


NICK CHARLES 
Vocal Soloist 

J Giver Wedding J 
Ceremony 


413-746-4952 


Cassette Available Upon Request 


rout House 
(Qillage Resort 


By on Lake George 
+ Breath Taking Lake Views « 
+ Log Cabins + Jet Tubs + Fire-Places + 
* Romantic Getaways * 
Reserve Now! (800) 368-6088 


fF tupperware 


* Bridal Showers 
* Holiday Gift Ideas 
* Wish Lists / Registry 
+ Custom Kitchen Planning 
+ Fundraisers 
MICHELLE LABONTE, executive manager 
(413) 592-9085 


+ 3 rooms Available + No Room Charge 
* No Clean Up Charge + FREE Disc Jockey _ 
+ FREE Ticket Printing + FREE Raflle Prize 


Where They Filmed “Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf” 
Family owned Since 1953 
*Wedding Receptions * Catering 
*Daily Lunches 11am-2pm 
+Dinners Served Fridays and 
Saturdays until 10pm 
Bar open 1lam-lam 


Rt. 10 Southampton, MA 
413-527-9863 


Banquet Facilities Available 


I'm sorry, 

but I just 

don’t like 
singles bars. 


Sanopee Mothers Wanted 
Fee plus expenses for carrying 
a couple’s child. 

Must be 18-35 and 
previously had a child. 
Steve Litz, Atty. 

317-996-2000 


Has immediate 0} at our ~ 
Mass and Brattleboro, facilities for: 


Qualified Tractor 
Trailer Drivers 


* Applicants must have CDL-Type A License 
*Must be at least 21 yrs. of age 
*No experience Necessary 


When it came to meeting someone special, 
I knew it wouldn't happen in a bar. So I 
placed an ad in the personals. With all 
the new features, recording the perfect 
voice greeting was simple. And it didn’t 
even cost me a dime. But best of all, it 
worked! 


Serious applicants should possess a current! 
Enjoy better health and more free 
-\ time. Our proven network market- 
ing success formula is in momentum! 
\e TECY’ Featured in Success Magazine, April 1995. 
ind. Dist The very best training and support 
team will help you every step of the way. 
FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE! 
1-800-927-2527 ext. 8648 (24 hours) 
#91549 


wage and benefit package. 


Contact John in Hatfield 
at 1-800-813-0998, or Richard in 
Brattleboro at 1-800-210-3203 


To place your voice personal ad, call 


+19-580-0PT1 
Optimist 


re Personals 
© Student Rates Availab! 


CONSTRUCT YOUR OWN OPTIMIST AD! 


PRINT ONE LETTER PER BOX, HEADLINE IN FIRST ROW. LEAVE A SPACE BETWEEN 
WORDS & PUNCTUATIONS. START DATE:__/___/ 95. RUN THIS AD ___ TIMES Categori CS 


RAVER SRE REAR SSSRESR Ieee sents de 
st rt Oe El i 


Travel/Leisure 


=a ie 
$A $$ S ALL INFORMATION IS STRICTLY 
CONFIDENTIAL. THIS INFORMATION 
IS NEEDED FOR OUR USE ONLY. 


STATE ZIP: PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT WITH AD. 
PHONE#: MAIL TO: OPTIMIST CLASSIFIEDS 
COST OF AD (SEE BELOW) ____ 13 OLD SOUTH STREET 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “OPTIMIST PUBLICATIONS” NORTHAMPTON, MA. 01060 


MASTERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED OB CML SOC TOR toner eT 
PRICES: Line Ads are $3.75 per line. Minimum per issue is $15. No charge for bold headline. The following discounts apply for 
consecutive multiple insertions: $3.50 per line for 13 consecutive issues, $3.25 per line for 26 consecutive issues. Optimist 


advertiser and reader. While the Optimist does not monitor individual ads or guarantee the offerings in these pages, we will not 
knowingly run deceptive ads. All ads are run at the discretion of the publisher. If you believe any ad is misleading or deceptive, 
please notify us. PAYMENT TERM: 18% APR for accounts 30 days over due. 


ptimiust Cla 


BODY & SO 


BUFFALO MOCCASINS custom 
made to fit exactly. Ankle, calfor 
knee height. Sheepskin lining 
optional. 

1-800-430-7988, 


The Art & Nature 
Workshop 
Classes now forming 
Relief wood carving 


Chip wood carving 
Drawing lessons 


Unique & Functional Artwork 
& Craftspeople 


Rt, 202 Granby 
467-2795 


TRY A FREE 

PERSONAL 
IN THE VALLEY 

OPTIMIST 


WE REACH 50,000 
PEOPLE IN THE 
VALLEY EVERY 

WEEK. 
CALL 586-OPTI 
TRY US! 


LOST & 
FOUND 


LOST ; Top hat and animation 
video at SIS in Northampton 
(Sentimental Value). Please return 
to Daniel at Words and Pictures 
Museum or Call 584-7857. 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS ! 
For $74.00 start-up, | made 
$420.00 my first week, $3,000 my 
first month, from home. Call Ann 
@ 1(800)940-6057 


BOSTON BARTENDERS 
SCHOOL Job placement 
assistance, days/evenings, Call for 
free brochure: 413-747-9888 
Springfield. 


DANCING 
Classical Dance (Cecchetti 
method) with iidegere Knoop. 
Ondong classes, Fridays and 
Saturdays, preschool through 
advanced. Held at Barns Studio, 
Amherst. Call (508)544 - 2046 


FREELANCE ADVERTISING & 
Graphic Design Services. Call for a 
free, no-obligation presentation. 
(413) 536-4746. 


GRAPHIC DESIGN specializing in 
strong graphic identity 
development for alternative 
businesses. Contact Jim Sadler 
(413) 586-4092. 


LEARN BOXING with retired pro, 
G, Djata Bumpus. People of all 
ages, genders and physical 
abilities are encouraged to 
participate. 

Call for brochure: 549-5752, 


MACINTOSH INSTRUCTION and 
consultation. QuarkXpress, Adobe 
Illustrator and Photoshop, Aldus 
Freehand. All levels. Jim Sadler. 
(413) 586-4092. 


PRIVATE KARATE LESSONS 
Combat Tae Kwon Do style, $25 a 
month for 12 one-hour lessons. For 
more information, call Charles at 
253-5379, 


QUICK SILVER typing service 
Resumes, form letters, flyers, 
dictation, term papers, newsletters, 
etc. MAC computing, accurate, 
affordable, timely. 584-9852 


STENCILING TRADITIONAL or 
Contemporary. Affordable. Free 
estimates/consultations. Over 12 
years experience. References 
available. Contact Tracy 584-9852 


TALK TO BOSTON FORA 
NICKEL AND A PENNY. 

30% off all your long distance 
calls. 50% off all long 
distance calls to others in the 
network, Weekend rates : 5 
cents/minute to Worcester, 6 
cents/minute to Boston, 7 1/2 
cents/minute to California. 
EXCEL, America's seventh 
largest, fastest-growing long 
distance carrier. Premium 
quality, fiber optics, global 
network, FCC and state 
licensed. Savings from your 
first dollar. One dollar per 
month service ners For 
info and to sign up ; 1-800- 
788-6728. CALL TODAY! 


WRITING, EDITING, Publication 
design, dissertations, promotional 
copy editing. Janet Sadler. (413) 
247-5140. 


EMP MEN 


ASSEMBLY/FACTORY 
POSITIONS 


Be appreciated! United's new 
Northampton office has so many 
jobs, we can't recruit enough 
sae people to fill them! 

actory and assembly positions 
available in the Noho and 
Greenfield areas; benefits to new 
employees include a $30 "thank 
you" bonus for completing your first 
week of work, health insurance, 
weliness pay and $100 bonus for 
quality work. Come be a part of the 
best temporary help service 
around! Call; 582-0222. 


FREELANCE WRITER 
AVAILABLE 


Journalism 
Public Relations 
Advertising 


15 years of experience. 
Published nationally; corporate 
accounts. 


(413) 529-0019, Leave 
message. 


ZEPHYR HOUSE AND OFFICE 
CLEANING 


Expert cleaning services for 
your home and workplace, 
Quality work done with a smile. 
Call now : (413)529 - 0019. 
Very, Very Reasonable Rates. 


GOOD STUF 


CALL OR FAX NOW 
For your free 32 - page catalog 
chuck full of T-shirts, post 
cards, posters, bumper stickers, 


all custom made!! 

Place your order using Visa or 
Mastercard via fax 1(800) 553- 
0006 or call us @ (203)455- 
9621. 


586-OPTI 


EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
Heavy Duty Health Club 
Equipment 
Stairmaster 4000 PT. $1695; 
Stairmaster computerized upright 
bike $1395; Programmable 
Treadmill $1995, All machines are 
in excellent condition 
Call (413)256-0081 


FOR SALE : White, twinsize, 
canopy bed frame, $50 or best 
offer. Call 533-2565. 


NOW BUYING Used bikes. Now 
buying used in-line skates. Call 
Peloton Sports at 584-1016. 


AUTOS 


50 CARS AND TRUCKS 
AT FRAN'S. 
Mostly $1995 to $3995. 1 owners- 
wagons-all models like: 
'85 Civic, 4WD 58K........$3995. 
'86 Chev. Pickup 72K $3995 
"89 Cavalier Wgn 115K....$3995 
47-Year Dealer in Northampton! 
245 North King St. 
584-4306, or 584-3367 


CAR ! FOR SALE! 
One lovely 1984 Oldsmobile 
Toranado that desparately 
needs a home. The mileage is 


high and it needs a new battery. 
Otherwise it runs like a charm 
Asking $1200. Call Julie @ 
529-0019. 


HONDA CIVIC, 1987 wagon 
Single owner. All dealer serviced. 
Air, cassette. $2,600. Call 253- 
4012. 


HOT CAR! HOT PRICE! 
1988 Toyota Celica GT, white, 5- 
spd, a/c, sunroof, new tires and 
brakes, good condition. 
$3500/neg. Call 536-7762. 


HOME & 
GARDEN 


HREWOOD 


LASHWAY LOGGING 
(413)268-3600 


VALLEY HOMEGROWN 
FIREWOOD 
Seasoned wood $120 per cord 
Partially seasoned Red Oak $110 
per cord. Call Tom Fenton at 584- 
8493. 


APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 


COUNTRY LIVING, Single female 
for light/bright in-law apartment. 
Separate enterance, one bedroom. 
Livingroom, kitchen, bathroom. 25 
minutes to Northampton. (Goshen) 
Call 268-9291 


FOREST PARK Springfield 
Winter's coming, heat & hot water 
provided. One and two bedroom 
apartments available. Includes 
appliances and off-street parking. 
Call 733-8570. 


HOLYOKE - Elmwood. Section 2 
bedroom apartments, newly 
renovated. Modern kitchen, bath 
Starting at $475/mo. ht,hw. incl. 
539-9398. 


RENTALS 


WANTED 


LOOKING FOR ahouse - We want 
a 3-bedroom in a country setting, 
big yard. We are a ‘amy of four 
with a well-trained Lab, she stays 
outside. We would like to move in 
between December - March, Price 
range 500 to 700 per month. Call 
after 4 p.m. 268-0041 


WANTED : 3 or 4 bedroom apt. or 
small house, needed by Jan. ‘96. 
Willing to pay reasonable rent 
Please call Tanya @ 592-8474 


MUSIC 


MARKET 


DRUM LESSONS by top area pro: 
A.J. Lankarge (formerly with Diver 
Down) Accepting students, all 
styles and ability levels. Call days 
586-0068. 
PSYCHEDELIC GARAGE 
BAND 
Dead, Dylan, Band, Stones, 
Hendrix, Cream, etc. plus Space 
Jams, Put the Fillmore in your 
function. Call 586-3039. 


PETS 


FREE KITTENS : Three females, 
three males. Ready to go. 
(413)625-6203, after 6:30 p.m. 


FREE TO a good home. Adorable 
long-haired Calico cat and her 
kitten. Really cute. A must see. 
Call 584-6441 


GREENFIELD ANIMAL 
SHELTER 
HAS THESE ANIMALS FOR 
ADOPTION 


nephard mix, Lucas, 1 year 

old, male. 

Bearded Collie mix, Louie, 1 
year old, male. 

Springer Spaniel mix, Tasha, 
1 year old, female 

Retriever mix, Maggie, 2 
years old, female, 


GATS : (All Male) 
Short-haired black & white 
tiger, Vance, 6 months old 
Long-haired orange & white 
tiger, Chester, 5 months old. 
Orange & white, Shelby, 1 
year old. 
Oran Ad tiger, Marmalade, 4 
years ol 
Black & white, Harry, 2 years 
old. ‘. 
White & tan, Mike, 5 years 
old. 
Black & white, Bill & Ted, 
brothers, 7 months old 


For more info call (413) 773- 


3148 or see us @ 155 French 
Highway, Greenfield, MA 


RAVEL & 


LEISURE 


NEW DAWN Caribbean retreat & 
juest house. Tel, 809-741-0495. 
jox 1512, Vieques, Puerto Rico, 

00765. 


ssifieds 


Optimist 


WON EKING MEN 


1961 Mercury Comet 
2,000 mi. on re-built 
engine (straight 6 

200ci.) 
Chrome trim & 
Wheels, midnight blue, 
great interior. Has 
had alot of money put 
into it. This is a beau- 
tiful car at a great 
deal, sacrifice at 
$1,100 


simple pleasures 
SWF, 34, creative, 
cuddly, intelligent, 
fun-loving, great 
sense of humor, ISO 
renaissance man 
for possible LTR, My 
interests: films with- 
out car chases & 
explosions, swing 
dancing, theatre, 
music from gospel 
to rock to blues to 
folk, exploring peo- 
ple & new places, 
dining accompa- 
nied by meaning- 
ful conversation. 
Important: cre- 
ative, honest, SOH, 
inteligent, sensitive, 
able to connect, 
an original way of 
looking at life. 


1980 Pontiac 
Trans-Am 
If you are the type 
of person who is in a 
hurry, this is the car 
for you. Engine is 

great shape, Interior 
& body are very good 
(no rust, needs new 
Paintiob) Only needs 

brake shoes & 

battery$1,100 


Or Buy Both 
For $2,000! 
Call Steve at 


586-7070 


RESPOND ) 
_ ANY AD BY 


Optimist persor 
pet minute and aie 18+ 


l JFOR SPRING’ 
Saies Gb 


We have | room*available for you in 
our 3 bedroom apartment at 

We have 

and are 
located less than 

a half mile from UMASS! 


CALL US AT: 54954372 


Presidential Apartments. 
all hardware floors 


LISTEN 


SIMPLE PLEASURES SWF, 
34, creative, cuddly, intelli- 
gent, fun-loving, great sense 
of humor, ISO renaissance 
man for possible LTR. My 
interests: films without car 
chases & explosions, swing 
dancing, theatre, music 
from gospel to rock to blues 
to folk, exploring people & 
new places, dining accom- 
panied by meaningful con- 
versation, Important: cre- 
ative, honest, SOH, intelli- 
gent, sensitive, able to con- 
nect, an original way of 
looking at life. (1221 

¥M JUST LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE TO SPEND 
MY FREE TIME WITH 
about 4 nights a week. | 
have a good job. I'm a 26- 
yearold SWF looking. for 
SWM age 25-30. No drugs, 
NS, Social Drinking is OK. | 
love auto racing: Jeff 
Gordon #24 is my favorite. | 
also enjoy walks, horses 
and country music. I’m not 
slim but I'm not heavy. | 
have a good sense of 
humor, I'm sweet & most of 
all enjoy being w/ my 4 
nephews & family. Give a 
call, being as friends then 
who knows what will hap- 
pen. (1255 


LOOKING FOR THE 
IMPOSSIBLEDWF, looking, 
for professional man who is 
financially secure, a handy- 


man type who likes the out- 
doors as much as the 
indoors, (1233 


Fellow artist seeking equally 
striking soul who is driven 
by the urgency of life. 
Cultured, intense, passion- 
ate and sincere only. 
Friendship IS relationship. 
1225 

‘COME AND BE MY PRIN- 
CEI am an older princess, 
50+ but act younger. I'm 
tall, fairly attractive, like 
music, beaches, poetry, kit- 
tens, dining out. Want a 
prince, 48-58, Attractive, 
clean, SOH, ND, who just 
wants a real nice woman, | 
don't play head games. 
Come laugh with me. 
1224 


SWEDE THAT'S SWEET & 
SASSY. Exceptional lass on 
manhunt for best friend & 
soulmate, Blonde, blue- 
eyed, 5’8", exmodel SWF, 
34, Meg Ryan’s personality, 
Looks—Marki Post. 
Extremely attractive soul & 
heart. Very successful entre- 
preneur. Into arts, sports, 
travel & nature. Very athlet- 
ic world traveler. High 
morals & goals. | have NO 
addictions, NO kids, NO 
debts, Seek like-minded 
man of class plus sense of 
humor, Into loyal, honest 
one-on-one who's very 
attractive inside & out! (I'm 
into tennis, bike, hike, guitar, 
photography, concerts...) 
(1215 

NOT WILD ABOUT DAT- 


USING THE SYSTEM 
‘To LisTEN & ResPonp Call 1-900-820-4008 
(Optimist. Personals cost $2.19 per minute, 18 or 
folder). Enter the 4 digit code for the person you want to 
meet, or browse and respond to operators instructions. 
‘To PLAcE YouR FREE Ap Call 413-586-OPTI 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday, Ask for the’ 
Personals Department and we will help you write 
your ad and give you instructions on using our 


Personals System. 


Please choose a Category: 


City/State/Zip: 


©586°0412 


Mail to: OPTIMIST PERSONALS, 
13 Old South St 


Northame 


Optimist Personals is for single peopla 18 oF over seeking relationships. To ensure 
the right to reject any advertisement. Optimist Personals 
Personals. The advertiser agroes to indemnity and hold 


on, MA 01060 


QW seeking M 


‘assumes no responsibilty 


ING SWF, 40s, a bit shy 
with new people, in danger 
of becoming a hermit. I'm 
sweet, progressive, well- 
educated, NS, ND, a moth- 
ef, a reader. | prefer a walk in 
the woods to a fitness club, 
Looking for a like-minded 
man, any race or age, who 
is humorous, kind, and fair- 
ly sane. (1213 

SWF SEEKS GOOD, ONE- 
‘WOMAN MAN Attractive, 
heavy-set woman, 40, loves 
reading, animals, country 
living, movies and good 
talk, looking for SWM, 40- 
55, with similar likes for 
friendship, companionship, 
and perhaps more. Let's get 
together and see what hap- 
pens! (1210 

MINDY SEEKS MORK 
SWF, cute, funny, neurotic, 
smart, artistic earthling, 27, 
seeks zany, smart, cute, 
SWM, 27-35. 1216 

SWF OPTING FOR LION- 
HEARTED MALE Who still 
seeks HIM. This exceptional 
Capricom lady seeks like- 
minded kindred spirit 
between 45-57 approx. A 
focus on justice, kindness 
and a better tomorrow amid 
these turbulent times. | 
enjoy music, swing danc- 
ing, the theater & sports. 
Lots of fun times.1235 
FREE SPIRIT SWF, green 
eyes, wavy brown hair, 
easygoing, many interests, 
seeks sincere, intelligent, 
down-to-earth WM, 38-45, 
for outdoor activities, travel 
& enjoying life. No games. 
(1188 

ALMA GEMELA Tall, thin, 
attractive, intelligent, artsy- 
eccentric yet nurturing and 
hopelessly romantic SWF 
w/ blue-gray eyes and ever- 
changing hair color seeks 
tall (at least 5'9”) attractive 
Latino, 25-35. My physical 
ideal has dark hair/eyes and 
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aM seeking W 
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SIMPLE PLEASURES SWF, 34, creative, cuddly, intelli- 
gent, fun-loving, great sense of humor, ISO renaissance 
man for possible LTR. My interests: films without car chas- 
es & explosions, swing dancing, theatre, music from 
gospel to rock to blues to folk, exploring people & new 
places, dining accompanied-by meaningful conversa- 
tion, Important: creative, honest, SOH, intelligent, sensi- 
tive, able to connect, an original way of looking at life. 


are not requirements. I'm a 
music lover (punk, alterma- 
tive, ska, blues, rap, Latin 
etc), | like film, literature, 
Latin American politics and 
The Partridge Family. You 
should be mature but w/ 
playful boyish side and 
know what you want, pro- 
gressive but not too earth- 
crunchy (no Deadheads 
please), sensitive and nurtur- 
ing. Si eres tu hablame por 
favor. (1207 

LOOKING TO MEET A 
NICE GUY WITH DEAD- 
HEAD IDEALS AND ABIG 
HEART! A few of my 
favorite things: The Grateful 
Dead Family, PB+), theater, 
Welcome Back Kotter, the 
ocean, mountains, music 
festivals in the summer sun, 
reading everything, sharing 
Clove cigarretes, and all 
Creatures great and small. If 
you feel the same, let's talk! 
An open mind is all that’s 
required! | am a female col- 
lege student with heterosex- 
ual interests only! (1077 
CELESTINE INSIGHTS Are 
leading me toward a cre- 
ative, fun, nature-loving 
S/DWM, 40s+. I'ma DWF 
who enjoys life, golf, skiing, 
humor, the arts and wishes 
to share the above. No ener- 
gy-robbing, self-absorbed 


e-mail to: Optimag@aol.com 


aW seeking W 


HELLO...OVER HERE Tall 
SWF, 21, seeking tall SWM. 
of similar age, Museums 
don’t make you wince, 
Books other than sci-fi don’t 
make you cringe. You listen 
to altemative, big-band, and 
oldies. You have a sense of 
humor darker than average. 
You like to do goofy things 
and just have fun. Fancy 
dinners and uptight dates 
aren't your style. | know you 
are out there, so call me. 
Bonus points if you own a 
velvet Elvis or a clapper (1 
do). | am all of the above 
and looking for someone to 
banter with, watch old 
movies with, and read The 
Portable Curmudgeon with 
too. “For a good time, call.” 
1208 

YOU CAN BE A LITTLE 
GOOFY But you can be 
counted on too. You're 
bright, broad-shouldered, 
compassionate, and fun to 
talk to, 'm 35, welktrav- 
elled, well-read, progres- 
sive, affectionate, engaging, 
and spending way too 
much time alone. (1241 


LOST / REWARD SWM, 


OM seeking M 


Polish and very attractive, if 
you have seen her tell her to 
write me, | miss her very 
much, (1232 

CERCO DONNA 38-47 
ANNI Sono un 47 enne 
Italiano cerco un donna. 
che parla Italiano, Per scopo 
amicizia & matrimonio, Chi 
©’ interessata - prego di chi 
amarnmi - oppure. scrivere, 
1258 

1 DONT WANT TO MAKE 
THE SAME MISTAKE twice 
SWM, 31, looking for fit 
woman not into bar 
scene/drugs, that takes care 
of themselves, is funny and 
is open to LTR. Must like 
kids, 6'1”, blue eyes, brown 
hair, professional. Likes 
autos & motorcycles, lives 
near lake, enjoys reading & 
movies, (1251 
INTELLIGENT WOMAN- 
SIM, 43, 5'8", 180Ibs., P, 
enjoy hiking, museums, 
‘opera and intelligent con- 
versation. if you have simi- 
lar interests, please call and 
let’s get in touch; we might 
become good friends or 
something more. MA or 
PHD is a +.1236 

LOW TECH SWM, 46, 6° 
slim blond, likes garden, art, 
nature, ISO creative, adven- 
turous SWF. (1223 

FOOD FOR THE SOUL 
Single Gentleman, 40- 
something, new to 
Northampton, financially 
secure but overworking, 
Seeks romantic remedy. 
Loves travelling, exploring, 
exercising, Cape Cod, and 
just plain Fun. In pursuit of 
S/DWF for 
relationship/iriendship that 
is mutually nourishing. 
1238 

MAKE MY DATESW/M, 21, 
5'8”, self-supportive, self- 
sufficient, but my  self-per- 
petuating existence is get- 


‘such advertisement). By using Optimist Personals, the advertiser agrees not to leave his/her phone number, last name or address in his/her voice greeting. Ads will be printed on a space-available basis. 


ting out of hand. 

SWF, 18-25, and together 
we'll find those good times. 
(1214 

TALL 24-YEAR-OLD GUY, 
into math, computers, J.S. 
Bach, and — phenethy- 
lamines, looking for an 
attractive, intellectual 
woman. PS. - I'm also 
good-looking and fit, but 
that goes without saying 
since this is the Personals. 
(1082 


HAVE LOVE TO SHARE 
WITH SOMEONESWM, 
44, 5'7", NS, ND, no drugs, 
single father, intelligent, sen- 
sitive, natural, vegan, simple 
tastes, technically oriented, 
mildly eccentric. ISO S/DF, 
honest, communicative, 
lasting loving relationship, 
kids ok. (1227 

| HATE MY CAR SM seek- 
ing F, 30-45, no head 
games, looking for 
romance. I'm — 5'10", 
200Ibs,, Italian, | like sports, 
country walks, music & ski- 
ing. (1234 

SWM, 31, investment 
banker, athletic, educated; 
has everything but his Juliet. 
Looking for SWE, 25-35. 
Sunderland, (1218 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
SOFT HEARTED SWM, 24, 
soft-hearted, who enjoys 
movies, going out to dinner, 
bowling and just hanging 
out for quiet time & cofice, 
Seeking SWF between 20- 
30 with similar interests, 
a2 


YOUNG PROFESSIONAL, 
INTELLIGENT 33, playful 
SWM seeks classy, fit, intel- 
ligent, attractive lady with a 
wild streak, You must enjoy 
spontaneity and fun w/ pos- 
sibility of future relationship. 
(1242 

LOTS OF TLC M, 50, car- 
ing, seeks gentle attractive 
woman, 36-47, slender to 
medium, to pamper, | have 
many interests, hope you do 
also. | live in Notthem CT, 
willing to drive, (1253 
EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN 
WANTED: SWM, 34, 5'9”, 
strong & fit, self-employed, 
cynical, musical, creative, 
college graduate, into rural 
living contrasted with 
Urban Adventure, who 
likes both Altemative Rock 
and walking in the woods, 
seeks. similarly unconven- 
tional SF, 23-36, who is ath- 
letic, artistic and intellectual 
and basically ‘has a clue’ 
Sorry, no kids or tobacco, 
1187 

VERY SENSUOUS FULL- 
FIGURED LADY 
DESIREDAttractive, well 
built, light-skinned SBM, 
37, 5'9”, 200, NS, ND, very 
affectionate, sensual, play- 
ful, funny & serious. Two. 
thumbs up, say Siskel & 
Ebert, I'm seeking LTR & 
possible marriage to an 
attractive, —_ affectionate, 
shapely, very sensual & sexy 
full-figured SWF. (1086 
SWM, 23, TALL, LEAN, 
SUPERHEALTHY, wants to 


ABBREVIATIONS 


S - SINGLE 
D - Divorced 


H - HISPANIC 
M- MALE 

F- FemMace 
WI - Wipowep 


None of the Above 


FREE HEADLINE 


B- BISEXUAL 
G~-Gay 
C+ CHRISTIAN 


LTR - Lone Term 
RELATIONSHIP. 

ISO - IN SEARCH OF 
NS + NON-SMOKING 
ND - NON-DRINKING 


aFriends 
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make a woman 

happy: let's share our 
hearts, I'm sick of superficial 
relationships, let's converse 
open-mindedliy; I’m schol- 
arly yet physical; sensitive; 
want to go out to eat and 
talk with a SWF, 18-35. 
1184 


LET'S COMPARE NOTES 
DWM, professional, 52, 
6/2", NS/SD, seeks S/DF, 
35+, who enjoys jazz, 
blues, good food, conversa- 
tion & life's simple plea- 
sures, (1231 

LET’S PARTY Easygoing 
and humorous SWM seeks 
attractive and funloving 
SWF, 22+, who enjoys cold 
beer, hot pizza and hot pas- 
sion. So write a letter or call, 
let's meet and see. (1189 


HIGHLY CREATIVE 
ARTIST 50, prefers nature 
and freedom over money 
and status,..Fit, resourceful, 
tactile, educated, good 
looks? Me too!! Looking for 
dancer, gypsy, of lithe and 
sultry nature: prefer letters to 
voice message. Incl. photo 
if possible, 1204 

NICE DECENT FELLOW 
Alas! Love's labor lost. Not 
getting anywhere. We 
deserve better, SWM, 42, 
seeking nice decent 
woman of any description, 
Am friendly, adaptable, 
planetary cultured, spiritual, 
funny, educated, cute, 
funny & a listener. (1243, 
DANCE WILD & GENTLE 
SM, responsible & adven- 
turous, bearded bohemian 
seeks earthy, — colorful 
woman for friendship, hugs 
and homegrown intimacy. 
(1254 

LET'S MEET BEFORE IT 
SNOWS 26-yr.-old S guy is 


Optimist 


looking for a SW for fun, 
low-pressure times in the 
Valley. | enjoy playing guitar 
and tennis, as well as bicy- 
cling, hiking and x-country 
skiing; reading, creative 
writing and trips to 
Foxwoods Casino in 
Ledyard CT. If you would 
like to meet a creative, easy- 
going type of guy who has 
long hair, is laid back, 
wigood sense of humor, 
then make a phone call and 
find out what we may have 
to offer each other. If the 
chemistry is right, maybe a 
romantic chord will devel- 
op between us. If not — 
who can ever have enough 
good friends? (1190 

MY DOG MADE ME 
PLACE THIS ADHe thinks | 
spend too much time at 
home. This zany, irreverant 
SWM, 25, seeks an eclectic 
SWF for friendship. | like 
diners, home cooking, 
movies at the Academy, 
music at the Iron Horse, 
and frolics in the outdoors, 
I'm looking to meet some- 
one who is kind, caring, 
honest and quickwitted. 
1191 

LOOKING FOR FUN? 
SWM, 20, seeks athletic 
woman about same age to 
share dinner, movies and 
good times, (1237 

IN TRANSITION 
Romantically detached 
WM, 35, educated, attrac- 
tive, fit, financially secure, 
emotionally brilliant, 
extremely affectionate, NS 
SD seeks WF 25-40 w/ 
similar qualities to share 
fun, friendship and maybe 
future plans, (1244 

1 CAN MAKE CATS 
LAUGH. Northampton 
male, 24, posseses amaz- 


Personal 


ing charm wicats (and 
sometimes dogs). | read a 
book a month, am trying to 
understand our nation’s 2- 
party system and dream of 
making a crowd laugh at 
my jokes. (1090 

OPEN THIS BOOK AND 
START READING.....It's a 
captivating work, as we 
Script it ourselves, punctuat- 
ed with growing spirits and 
compassion, Latter thir- 


blond SWM waiting to 
write the first line together. 
Let's find the new age — 
complete with your attrac- 
tive nature-minded self in 
the handwriting (1248 
LONELY HEARTS 
Attractive SWM, 38, seek- 
ing kind-hearted S/D 
woman for amorous 
adventure in the autumn 
sunshine. No head games, 
please! (1185 

ARE YOU CRAZY? Stop 
dreaming, life is what you 
make it. DWM, 40s, let's 
get happy, don't just sit 
there dreaming your life 
away — call! (1229 
Well-built, creative, hand- 
some, athletic SBM, 35, 
5/11”, extremely articulate, 
sincere, monogamous, pas- 
sionate, compelling, 
romantic, completing 
degree in Amherst. (1212 
HARD HAT AREA Good- 
looking M_ seeks good- 
looking F 24-38 w/ play- 
ground for heavy equip- 
ment operation, 
Jackhammer, bulldozer & 
backhoe. Irrigation guaran- 
teed, (1252 

Attractive, professional and 
physically fit ~=SWM. 
Emotionally secure, fun, 


considerate, many interests 
& abilities. Seeks similar in 
SS 28-45. (1084 
AVERAGE GUY | like bik- 
ing, music, pool, hiking, 
movies & romantic dinners. 
\'m 6ft tall with dark blonde 
hair & blue eyes. I’m look- 
ing for a friend and a possi- 
ble relationship, (1080 


BE BOLD WITH 
BANANAS. Meeting me 
could be the first day of the 
rest of your life, of, at the 
very least, your ticket to a 
hell of a good time and a 
good friend, Let’s laugh our- 
selves silly at bad movies, 
plot a world takeover, have 
intelligent _ conversation, 
poke fun at the high & 
mighty and other preten- 
tious sorts, count the stars in 
the sky on a clear night, and 
make smiles. | am 31, You 
can be anywhere from 25 
to 40 if you like. | am 


LOOKING FOR BEST 
FRIEND GF Looking for 
ferninine GF ages 35-45 for 
friendship/relationship. 
Interests include travel, 
beach, country walks, 
romantic dinners. 1186 

“ARE THERE REALLY 
LOTS OF WOMEN OUT 


animals (all of them), (1256 


“YOU CANT HURRY 
LOVE, NO YOU JUST 
HAVE TO WATT...”“Name 
that tune! if you can, you're 
probably around my age 
(remember the Supremes?) 
And if you're into having 
fun and at the same time 
being sincere and honest, 
'd like to hear from you. 
1092 

OFF-STREET PARKING 
AVAILABLELesbian, 30s, 
eclectic interests, profes- 
sional sometimes, sane 
once in a_ while, 
smokes/drinks, enjoys late- 
night talks, evening walks, 
hate cooking, love my 
dogs. Seeks someone total- 
ly opposite or exactly the 
same. (1257 

LET'S HAVE SOME FUN 
OH, WHY NOT? SWF, 
fun-loving, quick-witted, 
sincere, honest, attractive 
and bright, seeks same for 
friendship and/or relation- 
ship. Nothing heavy...Age 
‘not important, but | am late 
30s, Social drinkers ok, no 
drugs, no Bis, (1219 

GF, 33, looking for Galpals 
30-45, for cultural & musi- 
cal events, going out to din- 
nes, movies, hanging out, 
watching videos & laugh- 
ing at life & people, Major 
requirement: Sense of 
Humor I’m not looking to 
get hitched, just looking to 
make new friends! Call me, 
we'll talk! 1183 

Looking for friends to play 
and laugh with, walk and 
get lost in talking, meditate 
and share insights, wonder- 


ings and dreams. !'m 44 
and would love to meet 
other lesbians over 40 for 
friendship and am open to 
a partnership. | enjoy danc- 
ing, sports, reading, quiet 
time, the country, cooking 
and much moret1228 


BACHELOR HUNT 
GWM, 40s, looking for that 
special bachelor to. sing 
“Tammy” to, Likes sports, 
dancing and — dogs. 
Interested. (1205 

BLACK MALE SEEKING 
LATIN OR WHITE TV 
Black male, early 40s, seek- 
ing TV for relationship, trav- 
el, partying and trips to NY 
City. (1222 

Creative Intellectual WM, 
30, with little experience, 
seeks similar for friendship 
and sensual exploration 
and occasional gettogeth- 
ets. Into art, science, music, 
not sports. (1230 

THINK YOU MIGHT BE 
GAY BUT ALSO LIKE 
GIRLS? Short, very cute 
BiWM, long-haired 
artis¥musician with fluctu- 
ating orientations, seeks 
alternative, non-smoking, 
non-sports type male for 
friendship, massage and 
interesting double dates, 
1220 

INTELLIGENT, ATTRAC- 
TIVE, HEALTHY 38, never 
married, first time out, look- 
ing for handsome, creative, 
loving, caring, patient man 
for shared times and possi- 
bly long-term friendship. 
30-40 yrs. old. (1239 
VIRILE YOUNG GUYS 
Sought for passive, intense, 


pleasing encounters from a 
skillful, experienced older 
man. Average & above per- 


for college guys. (1206 
GWM LOOKING FOR 
CHUBBY CHASERLarge 
teddy bear, 28, looking for 
that right person for friend- 
ship and more. Live in 
SpringfieldAvork in N'ton. 
Into. theater, walks, travel 
and more.(1247 
SEEKING OLDER MALE 
55+Bi-WM, 40, good- 
looking, nice build, 180b., 
ISO eager-to-please, pas- 
sionate senior GWM. for 
weekly encounters on cold 
winter nights. I'm clean cut, 
discreet & have own place. 
Gall voice mail — leave 
message.(1240 


NONE OF 
THE ABOVE 


EXOTIC EURO-DANCER | 
just’ read — Nabokov’s 
Despair and | am not laugh- 
ing. SWF, 22, seeking 
someone to show me the 


Seeking either BIM/F for 
romantic shag sessions, 
(1246 


FRIENDS 


CAMPING ON TROPI- 
CAL ISLAND SW, holistic, 
spiritual, seeks friend for a 
winter adventure, 1250 
X-COUNTRY TRAIN TRIP 
ISO women friends for x- 
country train trip, 3 weeks 
in Jan., cheap, substance- 
free 18-20s, stopping in any 
cities we choose.(1209 
SINGER SEEKS MUSI- 
CIAN 

WM, _ singer-songwriter, 
seeks petite WF, 24-48, 
musiciar/poevartist. — w/ 
excellent stage presence to 
collaborate on good times, 
including folk rock, rock & 
toll concerts, movies, din- 
ner, long country rides, 
night clubs & possible flying 
together/travel, NE, 
Canada. For a good time, 
call! (1217 


Responding To A Personal By Mail 
*Place the letter of the person you want to reach 
in an envelope with your return address in the 


upper left corner, 


*Write ONLY the box number your are m: 

to in the middle of the envelope. 

*Write check or money order for $2.19 payable to 
Le] 


Optimist Publications* 


*Place the envelope & money in a larger envelope. 
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*Mail larger envelope to: 


Optimist Personals 
13 Old South St, Northampton, MA 01060 


“Lexie will not be forwarded without a full prepayment. You 


will not be billed. 


The best deal in town 
6 weeks 
6 Lines | 
OK, but for how much? 
NOTHING. 


CALL 413-586-6784 to place your ad. M-F 9-6pm. Fax: 413-586-0412 e-mail: optimag@aol.com 


; mail to: 13 Old South St. Northampton, MA 01060 
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Fine JEWELERS FOR OverR A QUARTER CENTURY 


233 Main STREET - NORTHAMPTON - MA - 413-586-1470 


